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EAST LYNNE.

BY THE AUTHOR OF * ASWLEY."™

L
THE LADT ISAREL

In an easy-chair of the spacious und handsome Ebrary of his town-house,
ut'Willhm,El.ﬂnl'l‘[“'nP:;am His hair was the smocthness
of his expansive brow was defaced by premature wnokles, and his onee
aktractive face bore the , unmistakable lock of disipation. Ome of
his feet was cased in of linen, as it rested on & soft velvet ottoman,
speaking of gout s pleinly ss any foot ever yeb  IE would seeme—
to look at the men as he sat there—that he had grown old bafors his time.
And g0 he had. His years were barely nine-and-forty, yet in all, save
years, he was an aged man,

A noted character had been the Earl of Mount Severn. Not that he
had been @ rencwned paolitician, or & geoeral, or an emineot states-
man, or #ven oo active member of the Upper House : not for any of these
had the earl's name been in the mouths of men.  Bot for the most reck-
less amang the reckless, for the spendthrifi among spendtimifis, for the

above all pumesters, and for & gay man outstripping the gay ;
ﬂmdmﬁﬂhmmmm&dumfﬂ-m It was
said his faults were those of the head ; that a better heart or more pene-
romd spirit never beat in human form : and there was much of truth in
thin. 1t had been well for him had be lived and died plain William Vane,
Up #o his five-and-twentieth year bo had been industrions and steady, had
htpthhuﬁnlhﬂmemmdMlﬂhhmﬂuﬂ], Thae sober sp-
plication of William Vane been & byword with the embryo barristers
around ; Judge Vaoe, they ironically called him, and they strove in-
effectually to allure him sway to idleness and pleasare.  But young Vane
was anmibitious, and be koew that oo his own talents and exertions must
dnpqn&bi.rid:ghﬂu“ﬂﬂ. Ha was of excellent family, but
eounting  relative in the old Earl of Mount Bevern.  The possibility of
his succeeding to the earldom never cocurred to him, far b
Hmtwn-l'Eumrnun&nmdhlm him and the title. Yet those
lives died off : one of spoplexy, ooe of fever in Africs, the thind boating
st Oxford; and the g Temple student, Willism Vanoe, suddenly
found himsell Earl of Mount Severn, and the lswiul possessor of siaty
thousand pounds & year.

His first idea was, that he should never know how to spand the money :
that such a sum, year by year, could mof be spent. Tt was & wonder hi
bead was mot turned by adulation st the onset, for he was courted,
fattered, and caressed by all elasses, from a royal duke downwards, He
became the most attractive man of his day, the lion in society; for, inde-
peadent of his newly sequired wealth and title, bo was of distinguished

rance and faseinating manners.  But onfortunately, the prudence
which had sustained William "l"m.thtgowh'l' student, in his solitary
Temple chambers, eatirely forsook William Vanme, the young Earl of
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