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Some recent Gollancz thrillers:

THE DESTINY MAN
by Peter Van Greenaway

OPERATION MALACCA
by Joe Poyer

STREETS OF DEATH
by Dell Shannon
THE MULTIPLE MAN
by Ben Bova
STAR TRAP
by Simon Brett

DEATH IN THE CITY
by J. R. L. Anderson

THE GLIMPSES OF THE MOON
by Edmund Crispin

A DEATH IN THE LIFE
by Dorothy Salisbury Davis
THE TERRORISTS
by Sjowall & Wahloo

MORE TALES OF THE BLACK WIDOWERS
by Isaac Asimov

LAST MOVEMENT
by Joan Aiken

EAGLES NEAR THE CARCASE
by Peter Somerville-Large

John Sladek

Areal, classical detective story
that might have been written
inthe ingenious days of the
last century, or of the first quarter
of this,with an amateurdetective
from the same mould, but a puzzle
to tax the most up-to-date minds.

Thackeray Quin, who is Mr Sladek’s
scribes this as “‘the Parthenon of
cases”. He might also have likened it
to the Hampton Court Maze.

There are three murders, two of
them by the most outré methods of
killing that we have ever en-
countered. The three victims appear
to have just one thing in common:
twenty years ago they were all mem-
bers of a little group called the Seven
Unravellers—seven detective story
fans. And now the ex-Unravellers are
newly linked by a bizarre series of
clues, each related to one of the
colours of the spectrum—the red dye
in the sea near Danby’s home, the
orange through the window of
Portman’s office, a page from the
post office’s Yellow Book pinned to
Latimer’s door, and so on.

The plotting is firm and precise
e.g, the investigation of alibis is
rigorous—and one of the murders
turns out to be the classic ‘locked-
room’ mystery in reverse. The
suspects/victims are strongly indi-
vidualised: the dotty Major, the surly
ex-policeman, the trendy art director.
And it’s all a splendidly ingenious
and entertaining puzzle: the kind of
whodunit that doesn’t often turn up
in these whydunit and police-
procedural days. And the back-
ground is engagingly redolent of the
seedier suburbs of southern England.
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MURDER IS SUSPECTED ¢ Peter Alding
“Chief Constable Grant tries to persuade his staff . . . that his son should
be charged in the matter of a hit-and-run. For fear that the scandal could
mean their jobs, other officers want the case shelved. Detective Fusil is
the exception. . . . With the appearance of his latest, Alding raises his
reputation for inventing ace police procedurals another notch.”

— Publisher’'s Weekly

DEATH ON THE HIGH C’S * Robert Barnard

A whodunit that takes place backstage with a struggling little opera
company in North England. The murder victim is an egotistical, highly
offensive mezzo-soprano whom everyone in the case would like to see dead.
The suspect can be any one of the members of the cast, and it is up to
Superintendent Nichols to discover the killer. “. . . not only a good story
but aninteresting look at opera backstage.” —St. Lowis Post Dispatch

AGENTS OF INFLUENCE < Palma Harcourt

“Hong Kong is the setting, and the author obviously knows her territory
and the British diplomatic community, as well as how to construct an
interesting adventure yarn. Keith Sterling is sent into the Crown Colony

in search of a clue to what he should be in search of. . . . He takes over fora
murdered colleague, falls for the wrong lady, and barely lives to spy
again.” —Booklist

HUNTER IN THE DARK ¢ Estelle Thompson

“Blind Philip Blair is at a bus stop when a little girl accepts a ride from a
man she obviously knows. When she is found strangled, Philip rages at the
crime and his inability to identify the monstrous killer.” When the police
turn down his offer of assistance, he and his girl friend set out to find the
killer themselves— and possibly prevent another murder. “. . . a hum-
dinger.” \ —Publisher’s Weekly
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