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‘NECKLACE OF PEARLS": A PETER WIMSEY STORY

A Christmas Detective Story by Dorothy L. Sayers,

the author of

"Lord Peter Views the Body,'

and

other triumphs of mystery and detection

IR SEFTIMUS SHALE was acoustomed
S to assert his suthority once i the vear

and once only,: He allowed his young
and fashionable wife to fill his house with
diagrammatic furmiture made of steel ;
advanced artistz ond anti-grammatical poets ;
to believe in cocktails and relativity, and to dross
as extravagantly as she pleazed ; but he did
insist on an old-feshioned Christimas, He was
a simple-hearted man, who really liked pluin-
puilding and cracker mottoes, and he could not
gor it out of his head that other people, = at
hottom” |.'|1j|:_1-=_..'-|;'11. these things alao. At Chrisr-

a Corllect
foe orkie

mias: therefore, he Armly reticed to his cotintry
himse . 1n I-:-_:;,-s.':, called mIn the servanis 1o
hang holly and - mistletor apon  the cubist

eleciry :1|:'in|.;:_u; loaded the steel srdeboard
with delicacies from Fortnum and  NMason ;
hung up stockings 8t the heads of the polished
walmit bedsteads, and even, on this occasion
anly, had the electne radiators removed from
the modernist grates and mstatled wood hres
pnd a Yule log.  He then gathered s fanals
; abour him, flled them with o
much Dickensian good fare az he could per-
therm  to swallow, and, after their
Chiristmias dinner; set them down to- play
charades: and * Clumps ' and "Animal, Vege-
table e Mineral " “in the drowing-rogm,
concluding these diversions by Hude-and-5Seck
ist thie' dark -dll "over  the hoise, © Becaunse
By Sasrimus waz g very rich rmar,
fiell in with this invarable programoe, and, i
they were bored, they dud not tell hon so
Another charmuong and traditional © stom
which he followed was that of
his daughter, Margharita, a pearl on each sue-
harthday

nndd v 'n.

it PN T 1

Preser ing Lo
CEsRIve thiz anniversary happening
to coincide with Christmas Eve. The poails
now niumibered twentv, and rhe colleotion was
beginning to enjov & certain  celebrity; and
hiad been photographed in the S ety papors
Lhough ' not  sensationally - large —cach  Gne
being. about the sizge of A marrow -fat pea—the
pearls were of very great value. They were of
exquisite  colour: and  perfect  shape, and
matched to o hair's weight. On this particular
Christmas Eve, the presentation of the twenry-
first. pearl had been the occosion of a very
special ceremony, There was a dance and there
were speeches. OUn the Chnistimas night follow-
ing, the more restricted family pacty took place,
withtl et turkey and the Victorian games. There
were cleven guests, in addition to Sir Se phimus
aivd Lady Shale and their daughter, neacly all
d to them in‘some way : Juhn
Shale  a brother, with hia wibe and then son and
duughter, Henry and Betty; Betty's flesed,
Dewald Truegood, a young man with Par-
liamentary  gmbitions © George Comphrey, »
ciimsin of Lady Shale's, aged “about thirty and
known as a man_about town : Lavinia P L?--"':-".
asked on George's account ; Joyee Trivett, asked
on Henry Shale’s secount : Richard and Berfl
Denmison, distant J.Tlﬂtm-n_w-_ of Lady Shale, who
lived a gay and expensive life in town on nobody
preciscly knew what resources, and Lord Peter
Winsew, :31.1'11:1.'1[. - tooching spurit of -un-
reasonable - hope, on Margharnt's account.
There were nlso, of course, Williom Norgate,
secretary to Bir Septimus, aid Miss Tambkins,
gagretary to Lady Shale, who had to be there
because, without their calm  effidiency;  the
Chirizimas  grrangentents could “not have, been
carried through

Dinner was aver—a seemingly endless sues
cession of soup, fish, wrkey, roast becf, plum
puddmg, mincepies, crystallized froit, nuts and

related o connecte

five kinds of wine, presided over by Sir Sep-
timus, all amitdes, by Lady Shaele, 4l mockmp
deprecation, and by DMargharita, pretty and
bored, with the necldace of twentv-one pearls
5.;}1_';|_r1'.ir||_; 5-c-.1[|:1_',.' o Fr .-411_':|||.||.I' throat. G Lrl
and dyspeptic, and longing only for the horizon-
tal position, the company had been shepherded
inta the drawing-room and set to play * Musical
Chairs ' [Miss. Tomkins at the piana), " Tlunt
the Slipper ' (slipper |'.-|r|vn|ui by Mz L om-
I‘.il:a‘;'ll amd ]._}1|l'|‘:||:| Ll:'ﬂ.r'l‘ll.ll.l | Cosbunes |:|'; Nlizs
Tomking —and N, Willkam -~ Morgate), © The
back drawmg-room (for Sir Septimus clung to
these old-fashioned names) provided an ad-

a gramiophone record of * 1 want to be happy "
{much scientthe research into the exact com-
posttion of records, séttled by Willlam Norgate
it of the ° Encyclopedia Britannica "), the
srndllest stickleback in the stream at the bottem
of the garden, the new planet Plute, the scart
worn by Mrs, Diennmison (very confusing, because
it was not silk, which would be animal, or ar-
trficial silk, which would be vegetable, but made
of spun glss—minernl, 2 very clever choice of
subject), and had failed to poezs the Prime
Mimister's wireless speech—which was voted
not fair, since nobody could decide whether
wis of animal orgmn or o kind of pas. It was
decided that they should do one more ward
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* Margharita, pretty and bored, with the necklace
of twenty-one pearls g:l-:‘l.tilm.lll softhy on'  hec
slender throat,

mirable dressing-room, boing soreencd: by
folding-doars - from: the lange drawimnmg-room m
which the audience sat on aluminium chairs,
scrabbling uneasy toes on a floor of biack miass,
under the tremendous illumination of electricity
reflected from d'brass cerlling.

It was William MNorgate who, after taking the
temperature of the meeting, suggested to Lady

Shale that thev should play at somethmg less
athleric. Iady Shale agreed and, as  usual,
suppested bridge. Sir Septimus, s usual, blew

the supeeation aride,

* Bridge ! Nonsense |
bridge every day of yvour lives,
mas time, Semething we can all play togerher.
How about * Animal, Vegetable or Mimeral 2 °

This mtellectual pastime was a favourite with
Sir Séprimus ; he was rather pood at

Nonsense | Plax
Ehms i Christ-

EVLEET e

pregnant guestions.  After o brief discussion,
it became evident that thin pome wag an in-
evitable part of the programme, The pany

gettled :.I--mn fo ik, Sir ":-.'|'rr|1'.1L1« undertakimsg to
Lo oat " firstand set the thing poimnin

Presently they had guessed, among  other
things, Miss Tomking’s mother's photograph,

and then goon to " Fhide and Seek.”  Dawald
Truegood had retired into the back room and
shut the door behind him while the party
ihscuased the next subject of examination,
whien, suddenly, Sir Septimus broke in on the
argument by calling to his daoghter :—

“Hulle, Margy | What hdve you done
with your necklace ?

1. took it off, T'-'-:J.'! because [ thought it
{ might get broken in ' Dumb Crambo.” It's
i over heté on this table.  No, it dsn’t.  Did
I you take 1t, Mother-r.”
| “No,d didn’t. If T'd seen it, I should
| have. You are a careless child.’
| ‘I believe you've got it yourself, Dad
| You're teasing'

o Septumos denied the
gome energy.  Everybody got up and began
to hunt about, . There were not many places
in that bare and polished room where a nrc'h:—
Jace  could be hidden. ."l.l'her ten minutes’

aecusation with

= T M — T

fruttless investigation, Richard Dennison, who
had been seated next to the table where the
peirld had been placed;-began- 1o logk. rather
uncomfortable.

“Awleward, you know '
Wimsey.

“At this moment Oswald Truegood put his
kead through the felding-doors and asked
whether they hadn't settled on somethmg by
now, becaose he was getting the hdgets.

This divected the attention of the searchers
to the ianer room. Margharita must have been
mistaken. She had maken the necklace in there
and it had got mixed up with the dressing-up
clothes somehow. The room wos ransacked.
Everything was lifted up and shaken. The
thing began to look serious. After ‘half a0
hour of desperate ‘energy it became apparent
that the pearls were nowhere ta he found.

* They must be somewhere in these Two rooms,
vou konow," said Wimsey, " The back drawing-
roam has no door, and nobody cotild have gone
out of the front drawing<room without being
seen.  Unlegs the windowa-—

MNa. The windows were all guarded on ‘the
dutside by heavy shutters which it needed fomn
footmen to take down and replace.  The pearls
had fot pone pul that way, In fact, the tiere
suppestion Hhmt they had left the drawing-roomn
at all was disagréeable becatine -~ D citps——

It was William Norgate, effictent a3 ever, who
C-'l11u'|-" aid 1.:Il'r|.|_“!|-' :|-.:||,f,' i ‘I:Jnh 1EELE.

"1 think, Sir Septimus, 1t would be a relief
to the minds of evervbody present if we colld
all be searched,”

S Septinns wad horrfied, but the guests,
hoving found a leader, backed up Norgate
The door was locked and the search whs con-
ducied—the ladigs m the inner room and the
men in the ooter.

he remdrked to

(Contimued overleaf.)
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‘NECKLACE OF PEARLS®:

MNothing resulted from it except some very
interesting  information abdut the belonings
Falatually carried about by the average man
arcd wornan, 1t was natural  that L_I.'H.' Pueter
Wimsey should possess a pair of lorceps, a
]'I.:'Il."}-.J_-'T.l.E'rI*'-, and a small lfolding _1-::H:-_—|_L11-:—--,-|=.a
he not a Sherlock Holines in high I:lh_:j‘ Bt
that Oswald Truegood should have two  liver
pills in a screw of paper and Henry Shale a
pocket edition of * The des of l[llr:LL'E:' WS
unskpected. Why dined ._h:'l'm Shale distend the
pockets ‘of his dress-suit with a stump of red
spaling wux, an ugly little mascot, and o five-
shilling picce 7 George Comphrey had a paic
of folding ecissors and three wrapped lomips of
sugar, of the sort served in restaurants and
dining cars—evidence of a not uncommon form
of Kleptomania ; but that the tdy and - exact
Norgate should burden himself wath a reel of
white cotton, three separate lengths- of. string,
and twelve safety-ping on a card seemed really
remarkable till one remembered that he ‘had
superintended all the Chnstmias decorations.
Richard Dennison, amid some confusion  and

laughter, was found to cherish a ladyls garter,

a powder-compact, and half a potata s the last=
named, he said, was a prophylactic aganst
rheumatism (to which he was subject), while
!hl: |_'|T|t._-:r ul_}j:__—Ll,:._ 1};_—!u1:|],_'1;1! to his ".-\'I!q_‘:, Cin the
ladies' side, the more stnking exhibits were a
little hook on palmistiy, three invisible hair-
ping, and a baby's photograph (Miss T'om-
kins) : a Chinese trnick cigarette-case with
a4 secret compartment (Beryl Dennison) ;
a wvery private letter and an outhit for
mending  stocking ladders (Lavinia Pres-
cott); and m par of gychmow tweeZers
and a small packet of white powder, said
to be for headaches (Betty Shale). An
aritating moment  followed the  production
from Joyece Trivett's handbag of a small string
of pearls—but it was promptly remembered that
thiete had come out of one of the crackers at
dinner time, and they were, in fact, synithetic.
In short, the search Was unproductive of any-
thing hevond a general shamefacedness and the
discomfort always produced by undressing and
redrassing in & hurry at the wreng time of the
day.

It was then that somehody, very grudgingly
and Haltingly, mentioned thé hormnd word
“Police,” 5ir Septimiis, naturally, was appalled
by the rden. It was disgusting. He would not
allow 1t. The pearls must be somewhere.
They must search the rooms again. Could net
Liord Peter Wimsey, with his experience of—
er—mysterious happenings, do somcthing to
assist them 7 _

"Eh?' said his Jordship. 'Oh, by Jove!
1;435:-—-}1:-; all ‘means, certamly. That is to say,
provided nobody supposes—eh, what 2 1 mean
to-say, you don’t know that I'm net a suspicious
ehardcter, do you, what 7'

Lady Shale interposed with authority.,

‘We don't think amvbody cught to be sus-
pected,” she said, * but, if we did, we'd know
it couldn’ be you. You koow far too much
about crnmes fo want to commit one.

*All right,' said Wimsey. ° But alter the
way the place has been gone aver He
ghruveed his shoulders.,

'*Yes, 'm atrmid you won't be able to find
ANy r'n-r-t].*n'ﬂti,' sard Margharita. ' But we may
have overlooked something.'

Wimsey nodded.

“ 11 try. Do yvou all mind ‘sitting down on
your chmrs in the outer room and staying there ¢
Al except one of vou—I'd better have a witness
to anything I do or find. . Sir Septimus—you'd
be the beat person, T think.”

He shepherded them to their places and began
2 slow circuit of the two roorns, exploring every

A Peter

surince, gaging up o the pohshed brazen caling,
and cruwlmg om hands and knees in the approved
fashion across the black and shining desert-of
the floors.  Sir Septimus followed, staring when
Wimsey stared, bending with his hands upon
his knees, when Wimsey crawled, and puffing
at mitervals with sstomshment and chagrin.
Their progress rather resembled thet of a man
taking out a very inquisitive puppy for a very
leisurely  constitutianal. Fortuinately, Lady
Shale’s taste in fumishing made investigation
easier ; theore were scarcely any nooka op corners
where anything could be concealed.

They reached the inner drawing-room, and
hoere the dressimg-up clothes were again manutely
examined, but without result.’ Finally,-Wimsey
|.|:l, down flat on Kz stomach to sequnnt under #
stgel cabinet which. was one of the very few
pieces of furmiture which possessed short legs.
Something about it seemed to catch his atten-
tion.  He rolled up his sleeve and plunged his
arm- nto the cavity, Kicked convolsively in the
efort fo reach farther than was humanly pos-
pihle, pulled out-trom his pocket and éxtended his
folding. foot-rule; -hshed  with it onder the
cabinet and eventustly succeeded in extracting
what he spught,

It was a very minute ohject—an fact, a pin.
Mot an ordinary pin, but one resembling those
used by entomologists to  mmpale extremely
sl moths: on the M!f[il‘lﬂ—l‘-l!-ﬂl’d. It was about

by

Wimsey

DOROTHY L. SAYERS

thred-quarters of an inch m léngth, as fine 8% a
very fine needld, with a sharp point and a
particularly small head. :

" Pless my-soul | * said Sir Seprumus.. " What's
that 2

* Dows anybody here lappen to collect moths or
beetles or anything ¢ asked Wimsey, Suatting
ont hig haunches and examining the pin.

'T'm pretty sure they don't,’ repbed Sor
Septimas, | 'l psk them,'

" Don't do that,” Wimsey bent his head and
stared st the Hoor. from which his own face
stared meditatively back at him,

Huf H'-.:_' sard 1'.".i'.|'|'\1t':l,‘ ;1r'::'.-.l.-::|l.§:-'. " That's
how it was done.  All right, SBir Septimus. 1
know where the pearls are, but [ don't know who
took. them. Perhaps it waaild be a@s well—for
evervhody's gauisfaction—just to find out. In
the memtime, thev are perfectly safe. Don't
tell anyone that we've found this pin or that
wie've  discovered anything, Seénd all  these
people to bed. Laock the drawing-room door
and keep the key, and we'll get our man—or
woman—by break{ast time.”

“God bless my soul,' said Sir Septimuos; very
t'l‘ﬂll.'h iau:.-:;-:!i'ﬂ,

Lord Peter Wimsey kept careful watch that
night upon the drawmg-room door. Nobody,
ill.ﬁ'l"ﬁ't‘T_' Cae riear  ir. Either the thief sus-
pected a trap or he lelt confident that any time
would do to recover the  pearls. Wimsey,
however, did not feel that he was wastmg his
time, He was imaking a list of people who had
been  lelt alome - the back  drawing-room
during the plaving of * Animal, Vegetable or
Mineral.,”  The hst ran as follows :—

Sir Septimus Shale,

I.:H.j;lri;l. I-"ri,"iil-.lrt,

Willtmin MNorgate,

Joyee Triveit and Henry Shale (logether,
beratise they had cach elaimed 1o be tncap-
able of guessoiny anyvihisg. inarded),

Sf{:‘:ry (Contfinued. from the previous page)

Mes. Dennson,
Hetty H]'nil'.
E.:l--c-":'j' I.|:-|'I'.'E'-' i:'.':-'_
Richard Dennizon,
Mizs Tomkins,
t';'.”-'-'-l'.'.f-’.'ri."'_'-'-.'l-u.E,

He alzo ‘muade out a list of the persons (o
whiom pearls rmaght be  useful .||'- desirabde.
Unfortunately, this list asgreed in almose all
respects with the frst I:'l]'l.i.'1:..'a eEXcepling Sir
:‘;-I."':'I‘Ii.r'l'll.l‘\-.i .II:'||_| &0 WaAS not 'l.'.\_l|:]_ .!h_'[]'ll-L'.I. ..!-I'!ll'
two secretaries had both come well recom-
mended, but that wis exsetly what they would
have done had thev come with ulterior desions
the -Dennigong were notorious livers from kand
to mouth ;- Betty Shale carried mysterious white
powderg-in her handbag, and was known to be
m.with a rather rapid st in town ; Henry was a
harmless dilettante, but Joyce Trvett could
twist lum round her little fnper and was what
Jill'li'. .:!’l.ll.l-fh_‘rl liked to call * CEPETSIVE aned dissi-
pated © - Comphrey speculated ; Oswald T'roe-
good. was rather l.!'\'_'r_ll_u:ntf:.' present at Epaoim
and Newmarket—the search for motives wos
only too fatally cany.

When the second housemaid and the under-
foorman appeared in the passage with houschold
mmplements, Wimsey abandoned his vigil, but
he was down early to breakfast., Sir Seprimus
and his wife and daughter] were down hefore
him, and a certain ur of tenzion made itself felf.

Wimisey, standing on the hearth before the
fire, made conversation about the weather
undl palivics.

The party assembled gradually, but, as
1-f'|-1!1j."!"l |.'lf|-' comman consent, r14'-r]'|ir1IJ'
was sad about pearls until after breakfast,
when Oswald Trucgood took the bufl by
the homns.

T Well, now | ' eaid he. ¥ How's the detecting
getting slong ! Got your man, Wimsey 7’

4 3_\5.;1 vt sand "n.’l.'gnuan_-lr.', ensily,

SIT Septimus, Jooking ot Wimsey as though
for his cue, cleared hia thrdat Snd” dhshed T0T0
anecch,

* All very viresomie,” he-said, "all very un-
pleasant, Hre'm,  Nothing For it bur  the
podice, I'm  afred; Just at Christmas, too.
Hr'rm. Spalt the party, . Can't stand seeing
gl this stuff about the place.” He waved ks
hand towards the festoonz of everoreens s
colourcd paper that adorned the walls. “ake
it all down, eh, what? No beart in . Hr'rm.
Burn the lot.

" What a pity, when we worked o hard over
it," said Jovee.

YOy leawe it Uncle,” said Henry  Shsthe.
" You're bothering too mwuch about the pearls
Thevy're sore toturm up.”

"Shall T oing for James 77 suggested William
Morgate,

*No,' mtermupted Comphrey.: © Let's do it
ourzeives: Il give ws somdthing to do and
ke our minds off aur troubdes.”

‘That's right," said Sir Septimus. * Start
right away. Hate the sighr of it

He savagely haoled a preat branch of holly
down from the mantelpiece and Bung it, crack-
”ﬂﬂ. mto the hire.

“That’s the stufl,’ said Richard Dennison.
* Make a good old blaze !" He leapt up from
the table and snatched the mistletoe from the
chandefier. ' Here goes! One mare kiss for
somebody before 175 too, late™

“Ien't it unlucky to take it down before the
MNew Yenr ¢ " supgested Miss Tombkins,

' Unlucky be hanged.  We'll have it all down.
Off the stairs and out of the drawing-room, too.
Somebody g0 and collecr st

“Ian't the drowmg-room locked 7' sshed
Oswald,
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*NECKLACE OF PEARLS:

A Peter Wimsey S?Dry (Continued from the oppaosite page)

*No. Lord Peter says the
F".I-"i- sren’t there, wWherever
else they are, so it's unlocked.
That's right, fan'cit, Wimsey:

* Quite right. The pearls
wicre taken out of these rooms.
I can't vet tell sou how, but
I'm |'---~:|ri'-4' ol 3. In . face
I'll pledge my reputation that
wherever they are, thes
up there

*Oh, well,’ said - Comphrey,
" in that case, have atit ] Come
along, Lavinia—you and Den-
nizon <o the drawmg-room
pid - 1'll do the back rooom.
We'll have a mce.”

* But-if the pelice are com-
i i, s Dlennizon,
*oughtn't everything to be left

It IOt

Just 83 It s

* Piamn the p-.'liit'l.' I'* shouted
Sir Septimus. _° They don't
WAt eVergrecns,

Oswnld and Margharita
woere already pulling the holly

and vy from the staircase,
awmad peals of laughter. The
party dispersed. Wimsey went
guietly upstaire and into the
drawing-room, where the work of demolition wasz
taking place at a great rate, George having bet the
other two ten shillings to a tanner that they
would not finigh their part of the job betore he
h1'|i-ﬂwd ||.i$.

"“You mustn't help,” said Lavini, lwghing
ro Wimsey. ' It wouldn't be fair.’

Wimzey said nothing, but waited till the room
wils 1:_'.I_I'_ 'rhfﬂ }11_- |!.._:-;|1:-l.'.-.'_":'i !||.-'r|i ..Ju'.'. T miF |.ir|
to the hall. where the fire was sending up a
great roarng and spluttening, suggestive of Guvy
Fawkes night. He whmspered to Sir Septirmus,
who went forward and touched George Come-
phrey on the shoulder.

" Lord Pefer wants to say. somethmng to you,
my bov," he said.

Comphrey started and weot with him a
tigrle r’-:'ll_;n,_l'.in'nﬁ_'l." asg it -seemned. ITe wis not
looking very well,

*Mr. Comphrey,” said Wimsey, "1 fancy

‘ Lotd Peter Wimsey rolled up his sleeve and plunged his arm into the cavity . . . . I

these are some of your property.” He held
ont the palm of his hand, in which rested
twenty-two fine, small-headed pins.

- - & B L

* Ingenious.” said Wimsey, but something leas
imgenious would have served hig turn better. Tt
was very unlucky for him, Sir Septimuz, that you
should have mentioned the pearls when you did,
(M course, he hoped that the loss wouldn't be
dizcovered till we'd chucked guessing games and
taken to Hide and Seek.  Then the pearls mught
have been anywhere in the house, we shouldn™t
have locked the drawing-room door, and he
could have recovered them at his leisure. He
had had this possibility in his nund when he come
here, obviously, and that was why he brought
the pins, and Mhiss Shale's taking off the neck-
lace to play * Dumb Crambo,' gave him his
OppOrtunity.

" Iie had spent Christmas
bere before, - and - koew per-
fectly - well that * Animal.
Yepetable or Mineral ™ would
form part of the entertain-
ment: - He had ondy to gather
up the necklace fromethe table
when it camwe o his tarn o
retire, and he knew e could
count on 2t jeast hve mapilites
by himsell while we ~were
all arguing aboic the choice
of o word, (He had only 1o
smip the pearls from the stning
with his pocket seiseors, burn
thic string in thé prafe  find
Fasten the pearls to the mimstle-
toc with the fine pins. The
mistletoe was hutig on  the
chandeler, pretty high—it’s &
lofty room—but he. could
¢asily reach it by standing on
the olass table, which wouldn'™t
show Tootmarks, and it was
almost certain that  pobody
would think of exammng the
mistletoe for extra bermes.
shouldn't  have thought

of it mysélf if 1 hadn't

tound that pan which he: had
dropped.  That gave me the wdea thar the
pearts had been reparated and the rest was
easy. I took the peards off the mastletoe
last night—the clasp was there, too, pinned
among the holly-leaves. Here they are,
Uomphrey must have got a nasty shocok . this
mormmg. 1| knew he waz out man, when he
suppested that the puests should tackle the
decnrationa themzelves and that he should do
the back drawing-room—but 1 wish 1 had seen
his face when he came to the mustletoe and
found the pearls gone.”

* And you worked it all out when vou found
the pin 7' said Sir Seprimus.

“Yes ; 1 knew then where the
gone B,

' But vou never even logked at the mustletoe.”

" 1 saw it reflected in the -blaick glass floor, and
ib struck. me; then, how  much the  mistletoe
berries looked like pearls.” Dororay E Saveas;

«arls  had

T

PANTOMIME

{(Crmtimied from pags g23.)

fairics supporting a coronet of jewels, produced
guch an effect as 1 scarcely remember having
witnessed on any similar occasion up to that
p-r;ril:ld.. H'1_|.1. gtas ! oo
of serious injury to the Dirama subsequentdy, . .,
The epidemic spread in all directions. The
it Bcene became the first in the estimation of
the management of BVeTY theatre, whiere |'|.||I'!-..'—
indigpenisable ot  Chrstoias,
The ingentous method was hir upon of dove-
taihing extravaganza and pantomime. A long
burlesque, the characters of which had nothing
to do with the harlequinade, terminates with
g of those elaborte snd gorgesus displays

it has been the eause

guizides . were

which have acquired the name of * Transforma-
bion Beonmes.” They are the objects of atfrac-
tiion, Al the rest 158 " inexplicable dumb show
and noise’

50 died Harlequin, partly because he had
grown difficult, burt partly because he had grown

dull. Planché deplored it. : The fatal folly.

IS A PANORAMA OF THE STAGE

could not last. Nor did a2 the Victorian
extravaganza tittered itself to death. But
had in itz reign imparted 3 powerful impetus
to the burlesgue spint. It produced (a3
Planché prophetically recognized) W. 5. Gilbert.
It also left upon pantomime a permanent im-
pression.
shape of Planché, HMenry J. Byron, and other
facetious souls, infused a fresh ond Lively Blood

The Enghish comic genius, in the

mto pantomime at 4 moment when it was losing
at once its meaning and its fun. Then was the
ape of mothers-ain=law and lodgers and brokers.
MNo modern writer wodld have selected the names
of Widow Twankey and Prince Pekoe. They
are Victorian puns ; both names are brands of

China tea—and that's a good joke about China
(see 1) ; and anyhow, all jokes about tea-drink-
gz were established as dehnitely funny by the
grandfathers,  We
should not onginate such jokes today ; -~ but as
part of a rich tradition they are irreaistible.

A rich tradition ; the high spirits of the mne-
teenth century, the high jinks of the original
acrobatic tradition (not yet a Jost art i at the
Drury Lane pantormime  last Chrstmas Mr.
].l_|_p|:n-'1- Lane made eghty-four oonsecutive
appearanced through traps i two and a half
minutes) ; the patriotic aong of Shenidan's imven-
tion : the chymwed herow couplete—a burlesque
of Augustan rhymed tragedy ; scenic splendours
which have been for centuries a part of English
thearrical tradition ; the funny danimals—which
are older still ; the patter which 15 the historic
insolence of clowns ; the superb accretiona of

GO assernl oF our

principal boy, brokers’ men, and Dame; the
crystallization . of Baron,. Fairy  Queen, and
Demon nbta - an  anabenable  shape. A% rmich
teachition. Do nmot tecoive 1t hghthye:. It 18 'e
PanGrama of the theatrical hi-‘ii-'!'fl of Englind.

V. C. Cuntmox BADDELEY.
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