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. 'THE; -,_LI‘ON’“ AND 'THE-" ﬁNICOi&N--"'_

Lo 'LE e state 3 case to you, and ask you w"lat ycm would-__
2 do under the dreamstances. ' S
T Y ade o 4 hol*day n Pa,us m the green month vxhen'
o '-_Sﬁring has aimost become: summer, There is uo‘:hlng on’
~ . youf mind, and you are utteriy at peace. Wltn all the world.-
. One evening towards tw;light you are 51ttmg on the terrace'l

3 Lemome s m tne rue R{}Yd.le, havmg an apam‘" '




E _ ‘I‘HD UNICORN MURDERS g
tl“euoht I shouid have to take it up agzun, But in a sense
I am tompelled to Wnte ‘this - record, as you- will” unda» '

" hard gaing ;’ mfortanatel;, a few are neceéssaty here. ‘The
';;passport seys: name, I&em‘rood Blake, Age , thirty- -eight.
f;Address, Edwardmn Hohah, Bury . Street, 5t James's g."'

_rmsh Embasay in W’a‘.shmgton and & year iater, wi"en-'

com1n15510n i the ._.eagrave H1ghla.nders Nobody fourd"

'“'sta.nd if you care’ to feilow i, Biograp]:ucal detalls are-_'_"._..- .

wnonie to speak. of; 1 don’t like work, ancl__-*;.
-~ Hence. ‘the ‘carder has ‘beén an; rthmg but dis< .
mguished Twas 111tmded for Dl!llO!Ildcy, and stuffed full .
“of; laxiguages In 1914 T went AcTOsS s an, attaché of the - .

had got avet. the age Himit,: b cﬂntrived 10 wangle a0

_u__my mcompetence and' I éldl’lt do so badly far 1wo:_ o



 assetto 4 ‘Secret Sérvice ivan. “The clever 1 ones, _he fnam—

’I‘HE LION’ AND'“I*IE UNICORI\I.

A tack of gmle, HLM. sa;td Was. th

.ost 111 Jable :

tained, wound up before ﬁrmg squads of ‘with Lnives in - -

o their backs; and that’s fiot as' foolish as it sounds, if: you'_- S

- think it over.  He gave me the usual lecture ‘that "I W
- Coutside the pale, and that he couid ‘give mé o’ heip::-

: “resouices of the” Forexgn Oﬁce in ordér to profect: the
| lowest hired agenr. in his empio} Tbey were his bineh,

i ami da so—and sc

s

._ " whatever if T got into ‘difheulties, “Theré is nothitg to
'ILe said. ‘about this -except . that it is:a Tie, I-have known '
UH.M. to upsetia Cabinet ‘and commandeer the whale_."”

_'he seid, and the old -man was a-garng to_stand behmd.'_
- ey and 15 aty 50 -and sos d1Jn : '




- THE U ICORN MURDERa o

o up'wﬂ;h What Iaoked hke ai. ordmafy summimer ram—sauall
- The awning- thrummed over niy. head; whirls of dust blew '
- néwspapers Like ihe white aprons of waiters, Bear inmind -
'that foi two weeks T had not- 100Led at 2 n\,wspaper,:_’-

past: me_m thie ga‘at ‘and T set ray. foot on it, Prepara-

'_cep' to glan::e at the headlings. A newspaper ‘seuttled

tions__ for, the ng of England’s Iubﬂee, sazd one hea.d« L

Nuw, thxs rmldly irrltatéd -me in the way: that a fmean- - g ﬁ'_'_.i
ng;ess popular tag (IOES be;ore you 1 axe any idea o* tht.':' R



.poface stopped Juddenly, hunched hls sheulclem as ihough_.-"
. he had been shot in the’ back;, ‘and siowlv cratied. round:_.
~ .~ his'neck to look at me Wlth one of the most sinister expl es-
. sieny of suspicion’ that ever: knocked a ‘man off-halanee
. Then he Wa.lked otrmg‘qt thraugh the entra:ace: ‘to the'
i Hedge. R SR : - e
' “Yotir paaspmt mnnsmur » he Sa:ld curtly :
7. The swaiter: made vast, rumb‘mg noises. of, dep'L eca.tlon
.He'leaned over and gave the table a bnsk mop’ with- his .
N _'._'_cloth which is the Walters vay Gf annois cmg’that He':
: ".wdl begm to sPea.k DR '




THE TJNICOR‘\T MURDERS

wa.y of Iﬂﬁstrat*can ar your camnet rmmsters._ I havc"
“ been giver o unde; stand tnat thes# gen’rlemcn were e:iner -
- one or the other . .7 T T S
T conld sée that the trouble was ovei, aithough We were '

- aitracting some z_npleasant atterition from others. “The

"’law suddenly guﬂ"awed behmd clssed teeth and klcke:i at: -

‘_‘\Iow that » he savd becmmg, “t'aat is good eh Y They S
‘miake fun of you, our Parisians. They have bad mianners,” . .
monsieut,’ fm: wlnch I apologzse Excuse me for troubhng o
"-Ycu A’z:mr tonsieur.” A S
< “But. look - 11ﬂre ”_

=R amaﬁde?” DO

_ I szud

exacﬂy --___who' is-?_--m_zs_ i




o .m the d1rect1011 of- the.Place de fa :Concorcl‘e

© . siitprise at inding her there, Seemg her. agamst the gusfy

Loving pink. aherglow, 1 got ‘a Lmd of- start: . Not. premoni
o tion or an ything of- the sort; it fog

"":"'._she is | the smt of thmg the battah'

."EHE LIO’\ P. D ‘I‘HE UNICOR-'\*:

___:'-_'_have seet, i bhe did - not- hear the latter part - af ! my
~iriterview with the pohcemaﬁ My frst reflection Was that
T must always be, Iooking & fool in het efes; even befote.

' _daa.kenmg sky -where I:unps were begmnmg to twinkle-

: have Been surpnse:"
- at her ‘appearance and the way she was dressed Tu-fact,
-1 could not be quite suré it was. Ilvelyn
Nt her reﬂec’uon had }s.unped up'to haunt me it Weuld
“pot have been at all surprising. She was not an c}ld friend;”

1 had meét her just four times befsre Now, ]':,velyn has__
- dark hair ar-d ‘hazel eyes, . and T do not wxsh.to :
of: Lna,hwalrous speech when'T say thatin.




nE. =UI~.100R1\ MURD“‘RS

i sports caat and one o+ those tllted whlte_"_'._' L
2ol h&te Evelyns skm gluws w1tn t‘mt browmsh—guid ﬂ\.sh:;' R




o S’ull she did fot smile. The Tzel eyes shll regarded-"._ s
- _-_'me curmusly, her eyebrawb taised and her forehead a httle' :
- winkled. “It’s @ rehef 4 she answered i 2 low
}_‘.‘Ard perhaps we can. get a number ofi’th;ngs atra1ghter1ej..
ut “fow. That, last meetmg—well _ 'Sﬂemed to g0,
__wmng, didnt 227 i S
“It did: 1 admitted,” “And he whole imess - Was m}r
' 11 I hadﬂt *ha.de those: remarks ab' it '




':cmnr \{URDERS

: Ve dre, o go’ to’ the Blind man to»-mght, but _-
don t know'why, becausa Ssr (Jeorge w11? come to Paris R
“I—T ’m‘ "L sazd The compass rieed;e was 3erkmg wﬂdly--"ﬂj.__'_\:

She delved in her har*dbag “Slr Genrge g0+ 1{} Mar—
11165 }esterday He will travel. I:W the- reguh.r air- lmeb, o
pecause ‘hedoesn’t trust- private planss. There are’two
anch . 1r—U1L0n planes from Marseilles to P‘aris t6-day s
tie w111 travel by the s&cond w’rnch ‘reaghes Le Bourget_ L
at’g. I3 ta—mght Tha Iast mstructzons I 11a.,d were- -




L 4NeL T hat’ s'wha'f- I’ waflt you fo tell me.”
' “Well the fact i 15, u’.rei . I dcmt o

_ '.But niow that I was comnfntted 5 thiS th_ ng, I.fé.lt uneésy
and cursed myself: for ‘the hoax, * Ti wasn't: fair play:

- Bty himan nature being what it is,. 1" conscled: myself’ .
C by thmk*ng tpat T couid tell her the trut'h presently ) “Sizll
- we've got to.compare notes. : you
know, anytnmg at’ 3.11 o




. THE U‘\TICGR’\T MURDERS

She made a wrv face . _
“You ought at least to reaa he pmpers F.annanae Ken, .
s’ the. rhost” pzcgule.-;que criminal France has aported for

- y&ars. And th ey love pICturesque criminals; they’re gleeful .-

- and: i\oast about them eVen whe they gud’otme er. This g

'Chmf Insp‘.cmr of “the Surete. Oh dont ba so chLd
Ken Lmand dow’ t 1aug‘1 either.. Tt mmghtn t happen in Mng-. R
:lanﬁ but it can’ happen’ fere." It's - wwId i’y fantastic,
‘but if’s true.” “The 51ght of her grave - facu chﬂckpd my
.m'rth ‘and: :He Went on. w1t’11 a sort' of. wﬂd o




'THE LI {JN Amn__THE UNTCOP.K

. i‘_senousiy ch, he’ rmght be asl arc,hb‘shop I doubt 1f he SRR
could manage the ballet girl. You' sée, aithough nebody_ B
- has scen hir long enovigh to remember exactly what he . . <l
o looks like, they know that he’s fairly tall and has Tather . -~
' a heavy voice—-" She opened her nandbag and toolk-out :__ -
A notebook. “Tust glance over thm, wﬂl yeu? Na, I don’t R
| think you'll joke then.” S R
. In spite of myself I was ‘aegmrnng to feel unc-omforb- o
* ably impressed.. . S o
“Listen, Ev elyn These'a*ﬁisus at disguiéa can 'nex-ér
fool anybody who's had any experience mtn it Bat ycru s
“say the man’s 2 murderer. .. > R
_ - She swung reund: “ djdnt say t'hat Ken But you
E mLevq 50, too?. Then you, c‘ﬂd seg that plecg.in thie p paper
: '-_this morning, _about the. murder a.t Marseﬂles Fiamande.
- dig that, ‘and he'll write to, ‘claim the cred1t _present]
T }’mw Flamande did that ﬂnlllg, a.lt_"zough théte’s. not}‘-m
1o connect hxm.wfch it And it’ s the nrst tzmﬁ he’s be




IT was probaaiy a comczdence, st WAS unquestzonabiv a |
cotcidenice, but it made 'me swear, It made me look up'..
and dowa the tue Royale with refreahed interest, and a
shmulus in this business that had not f}een tnefe befare. ;

I was. not gazng ta tel‘ EveI ,rn antil’ I Had naue sure So- PR




_ s E E R E n-C A R _
patmllmg the paths Juat after dark be;ore the evenmfr:ﬂ' R
~ strollers weére out, saw a.man mt*mg propped up at the
" foot of 2 larap- post near the Hoche fo;..,ntaxm The ageént .. .-~
_ ..appr&.chea thlnkmg the man was drunk amd found that : .
"ne Was near- death from ; a terrlhle wound betwean the:'_
' “Thu victim's " clothmg was much - torn, hls body". o
- brmaed, and bis right arm broken. The principal wound
' '.Jetween the eyes was at first’ thoucht 0. have been'ﬁ'_ )
been caused by & bitllet, since the skull had been’ plen ced. o
Joima . wound the exact shape and size mﬂmteu by a sbot'__
~from a, revolver of high calibre. o Lo
- “Thc victim was taken to the Fospﬂal ot Our Ladv, .
and died in the ambulance, He spoke gnce of’ tw:tce, E
bt répeated only one word in. English Dy Gl S
’\iehsse, who bas a:ct exwaordmary cotnin d of hat::
'?1an@uage, mforms us that’ thls Wor& was ﬁmcam :
“4This was followed by the " surprising discower‘y
'-‘rh'lt '-the ‘hole in the head of the unforfuhate: vic
had not been ma,de bv o Dullef' - No't ulfet 01' isgle




"-conw MURDERS

1 ookf.d up. at Evelyn who gazed back thh a stare -'; T

Ime a grave,. mghtened child,” She’ WaS 8 white blup in*
thie dusk behind the red tp of*her cigarette. The strong

white streeg-Iamps flashed into glow arnong- the. trees, and -

all P ris suadenly had 'a pale fadiance like- moan-rzse:- '

t: -+ storrp was comng Ihbafd thunc.er N : '

: ._-“WP Underswnd that: these statements have been com:' o
:'ﬁr:ned thouoh more guardedly, by Dr. Bdoussd
Hébert, the pohce surgeoi: - for- the - Department of
"Bouche du Rhone  We are also told that the ﬁn(lmgc B
c; Dr. Hebert are so remarkable that he’ nﬂa,y goio Paris -
for consultation with the mechcal braich of the Shretd. i
" “Thé dead man Las béen ascertained to be M. Gilbertg S
devimmond; a. wlmtor,_ of- Londcm In - aczmdance.




THE RED CAR '

e _._and went . aut at ﬁve oclack ycsterday c.itemoon, i can R

'.'.'.'--._"m a hoarding.. S o, good Friends, shall T. —uGa.squet’ kd

"."_tels_ you worcl for word what_nt said. If sL.:g(i Iam L
- iateresied in. .s*m:»zge amtmals. . To- morrm, good fﬁends,--_'_ -
_ 'I skall be wmong the passengers of the M arsedles—Pdrw R
B air h%er before it rzaches its destmcmo?z —-—Fr‘amcmde" AR B
“'What about the detﬂc’cwe?” I P
- She. smiled. . “he ‘as his own 59139 of: ~he dramatxc' T

06, His own was just a line. shrawled like a. commertj. o

I met that grin, and we both felt bette*‘ R

Sent from Msrsellles, too " . e R
%1 don't keow.. That’ wasn't d;vulg“d, mﬂy re. playj"_:
- 'ng Gasquet s game and keeping it dark But u*ldoubtediy“_- e
"_-1t was You see, he ccn.ﬂd ha‘*e telegraphecl as soon 45



3_. CORN M URDJ:R

-"Jus anything: All I know is that it'sa sort of horrid mght-
mare . . - And if you come down to 10g1\., _whv bhcuid-
' amande want tlie ‘wnicorn,” anyway?” _
S pmntbd out that Flamande hadn.. said he cud he -

_had _omy said e wotld be-on' that plane.  However, it

pohccman, and’ the Iost Daﬁspor had beer only 2 Coin-
c1dence I Flamande meant, to travel with Sis George
_Rn.msden, he wasn't, sauntermg about Paris in an agw:t’s:
uniferm r which vs“s *mnsenae am’how But then the whole -

smess Waa nonaense E‘.«elyn brought me ‘Jack *o the'._'

ﬁthe JOH} old serwce, at 511 But thxs *Ime ‘they Wmt telI e

was some. coasolatlon to lm,o‘w - adventure with. the .




SS -Lwovseater, and we tm-eadea thiough the hoo‘mng:
| traffic irnto the Place de 1 Ta Coucorde But suppose I told - S
“her the truth ? Obvmusly somctlnrw nad ‘gone wrong with
" her .orxgi_n_al_ instructions,  Where was the mian she was " .

- “really supposed to theet on the terrace at Lemoine’s? There =
“were few people there, and T was willing to swearfiohe .

T'H.E RL‘D CAR

. of them was British: Well, T had stepped into the breachy -

B _. ugly look abeut it,

_ F lasnande’s dossier 'whilé T was packing my bag at ﬂl&"'_f.i

"I had dotie God knows. wha but the utadel bad a black :
It hed still an ﬁleer 100L when I glanced “ths ough :

_ Hotel. FEvelyn had it ali. listed and cross-indexed, and it

.__._:mused my. unwilling admiration. Although 1o anurder
- had hlthe'-io been put down against. Fi amande, iwice he
had nearly bea.ten v:tct!,m to dcai}- He m;ght be the*ﬁm




3 NICORN MU'{DEI{S

; B;r ﬂus ‘apparent

iop. - He razded the offices of the b1ggnst firm of safé-and- '

' dent’ vault of a mllhon in bonds. L B
Tt was. Flamande who first uSﬂd thermzt to open a safe '
-a.'_-nttle chemical preparat;en of powdered aIummmm, :

carpied. i g matchquwbm‘ which, when plac\.d on top .

: magu: hﬂ whlskf'd two undrea thousand Lo '
“fraties from the: bargla;-proof safe of- the Lille ‘uredr--,--.--‘ |
3 Lyonnala, of which only the manager knew the combina-

"atﬁt manufacmrers in: Paris, - who boasted in. advertise- .
\_.at fheu: wares ‘were. mlpreg*lable and opeped _
B eve*‘y safe in theit showrooms before he nﬁed the pre51-_ IR

_'iermus- oxxde, and pawdered magnesmn" which. could he -

o a safe _and 2 match apphed generated 2 tempﬂrature_-_. .



- ‘giving evidence during a trial.- BL:t,"all the same, he half *

o couldn t help admnmg the fellow. All the same, from per-'-'

'*IHE RED CAR

'the Jock out of the cou*troom the that commzssmxe Was',

0 Yilled a watchman dn Monte Carlo whm e_v}“as'iz_;terrﬁpfed'
. durmg a-raid, . : R
“The more 1 r»aq, the more 1 becamn furmusly conmnced:_-
Cthet T mzcht ‘have some’ gmun-‘1s for thmi«.n:g it had’ bee‘.nl;-'
' Flam“l‘de who. pmcbed my. passport that: cve'nng Th;s: .
'_Ga.s\{we* rfught be alt. very well. Bit T should like to seef _
a duel ‘between Flamande and Sir Herry ’\Eerrwa}e You

- sonal reasons, 1 wc:uldr haVe gwen my nght hand to do l'nm'.

- down. T

~ ‘When T weut d-::-wvstalrs the stcrm had bro‘-cen across’"

. he white forest of Jamps in the  Place: de fa” Conccrde
:'Pans I'-a.d dost. its night- slummer cnder & bmket: 17 el g

'-:'of water whose Ilghimno' ha 'a*l omnmusfﬁz’ :




.._THE: UNICOR'\T MURDERS

'.though ghie’ lounged at a curtamecl ﬁresnie. o 'ﬁ : S
RIML, I thought 80, ’“hats because you've read on‘ly
one ,Lude of the. ev;dence. If you had heard about Gasquet, -

to-go infg it now, because: there’s too nnznh we've got to :
'wo‘f_,r at until we understand it. But they call him the :

‘boyant as ihe other, in bxaﬁtly ‘the same way, and it ought §

”

o ‘f"‘rell ?f . . : - .
“Weﬂ, 11 1 didn’t have that feplmg I cant heap_' o
' that its mucn rigre: h{)rl‘lb]y daﬁgerous than we'

“you'd be ready to put your money o, Kim. T hayen't time .

. grinnig G::.squet ‘He's the sort Who collars a murdenﬂ._‘ o
Cwith an-epigfam -and bows politely before he ﬂrf‘s e o
caught that powderedgla% ‘murderer—well, he's ‘as. fame o

_ta: heia ba’cﬂe of thﬂ glants You k"lﬂW, Ken '._ o e




LHE RED c.:LR ey

_:nﬂ exact opposme af tiuu uaual Anwassadouai 1\ieal of -
bmmless rigidity, and complete; dlemterect in . aﬂythmg,: S
wl'uch has done so tatich to impress other. "muons and get

us distiked. Rarzsden was short, fat, and peppery. Hehad |
- the mahnerisms of a comic-paper cclonel, He llked the -
- ladies, He liked whisky and a fling at the' bﬁaCCara.T, tables
. and any kind of sport. ‘But he could ‘be Br*t;sn with the:" .
"_-_Brmsll, Moslem with the Muslf‘ms, and, for all I know, - e
- Zulu with the Zulus;. because he always got the bubn}es;'_ o
) qmetly done.” 1f Sir George had beén entr usted to bring. _
the whicorn o Lontlon, then the umco:n was clewhsn

_'_*mportant. . . . e .' '. .'
C#In Whlch case,” I added “11: seems to me we're neglect~ s

) _.'_'mg the obvious lead if we wvant to find out what Whites © *

Hall s up to: Ramsden got to Marseilles yesterduy'- Where;

was: he before a.hen?‘ Where {ild he coma from sy

“Prop Athens™ "o 0

: “Athens? Troubie there "




TE'E blmcmur" }IURDERS

< two endless rows of ponia,rs thm and black against the sky. _
\ot}urg Was on the road excepta red Voisin, which passed . -

s 'mcketed by at a clip mat roused Evelyﬁ 5 auswcmns. lu*’-.__ "

_ brupf‘y droppf:dw—zt is the worst mt I knowm—and went -
dowri like achute to the narrow mtrance between. the squaf

Wald plim ge ’chrough that

. caz-..have its head i m._a dGW”

- ot I had'fo keep tant on that splasn and ddnce, and feel S
g the way when we. hit & tirn. The §i chtm'lg now showed .

us in the same a1rect1m just outSIde Eambouulet zmu'._ L
wilost it in the Forest, or else it turned o& We were .

; follewmg the main voute to Chartres, which seamed to me s
A rotmdabout “direction; " Just’ autsuia Chartres the -road |

. __Gund “fowers in the walls, Tr'cn I coulﬂ have sworn I saw.
the red V_mmn agam, but 1 had to concentrate on Iettmg_’. L




. :,mrcs

Eval}n and I guh:)ed 01.11 dnmcs ancl bumpﬂd down agaﬂn_ ) : '_ _:_
" from the UIC'L town mth s lush meadows c,nd 1t5 t::‘af‘ked.?_:'-

1 let the car ouf. }:velvn said sh& could not ﬁnd 1“1:3,?:._' RS

 road .on_the ‘map, but it was straight and gooa despite” - -

.. its narfowness, . 'We flashed through's lotig belt of wooé—_‘
. ""lcmd, gct oat tﬂrcugh bmad mea,dcm s, arrd mcrea:,ed the_l'

L “Got it SEld ]:*»elyn, after some mmu’cas scannmg'_:._":_
. " the map. “This'is the way tnr011<>'h Leva:—vthe way: we

".should have taken to begin w1tr Two moré kilometres, '

- and we gught: to come oiit on the Loire ziver Just beiow

-.:'Orleans T‘*leres a little brzdge marked. - That takes us- )

: trawht across, and, i : WO, more: kﬂomeires We: come G
nn we- Wc‘.ﬁt thhout "neb«mg ahou+ in Orl




"'rH: _U\IIcornI MURDER.’:

-\ghmpse of a Wreck whzrled rwht Imt r:ght aga_n, and o
N stid like a man on slczs SGIne*hn jolted The <ar rcckec,_'
“up on two. whee‘s and came down safe Wlth its back:
:-Whae}s againist the right-hard bank. Neither of us moved
(.urln a_s:lence a kind of quivering. blankness. while the -
' ned on-the roof. T turned. to look at Ev elyn,'

. hoise bat our “hard. breathu »and the ram, .
“Ofie. moment pleas'e saxd a vmce hke that of a polzt&- L
"s"creta:y : '

Hand reached unaer 1t and tu“nad the catch of the wor

"'hc was whﬂ'ﬂ' The engine had stallhd T’a»r:: wasg no

- F‘omethma vnov#-d outs:de he bhzvred szde-curtam A h




_ oo _ . _
' 'HOW WE fown BATTLE AND HIGH jmgs'
- ON' “THE ORLEANS ROAD S

_V\"E. were urzvmg, in France of . the ngiwt ha,ud Sldﬂ‘ of_

- ~ the road;sa I, at the wheel of the car, was nt‘arest the hand,

:Before I could move the doot creaked apen. Agdmst the -
rain and t‘"le black woods, T comd see only & shape possibly ’
L the ’mur of a fac“ vvhen the rr‘s.rr movsd back n\_arer ghe
- rignt hand bank. s R :
- But} thougha I recognssed tha_t voire,: though th”" rai
:mufﬂed it and:even. the Frencn svllables were. fiet.
+ CWhat the hell do you,mean by this?? 1 said is Engl
i “shsut- whlch was as’ nm:h frayac'f newés a8 e




'Ir:ozm MURD xs

h aDmEfﬂhﬁg in'bis hand “Get out of tha}‘ r:ar I want -
to-sek your, pabspart ? R ST
- MYou got ore.pa,sspoﬂ oﬂ:’ me: thia ave*nnc Lsnt that
endugh? S : ' o

“Get' out af that car. l\ow S SO
"He: mmred C..O‘:\..F, commg mte the Iamt giow (‘f the c.asl'-— e
; board Iamps 0 move. hls Wnst back and forth and shcw
 the gleam of Black metal in his band. . But: ha should wever .
-'hav., done that, because it showed that his gu*l 100Led too.
rm.;ch Yk tm. It he pullea the trlggef' of that small auto- .
matlc thie top ﬂf the barrel would rise. gracefully, nothi ng-
more, We were bemg threatﬂned dn fact, with a c1garette- .
ase: &nd _’before e, at a'-m 8, length was Fiamande




HOW ‘WE FOJI\D sﬁ’FTI.E .&\D

= - _;ou re.in thiS Wlth him Keep in the Ilght both Of you
L ch, he looke(} 9t e, “put yaur haqu up” .
There ‘was such a tired ccntempt in his - tore thai. my_'

' 'tempel went to the b011 "Bt up went my hands. _The rajn, - C
. was whipping and roaring through those trees, and shuieinz ©"
‘straight down into our faces, Also, he had switched on his -

. flastilight again, putting the beawm-in our eyes. But " bo'thi_.-.-

- his hands were occupied.  Bug T Lhought that Te was Aéw
:'talkmg curmusly, as theugh there were: som thmg in h.s- o

.+ mouath to impede speech.
L “New you'll talk, Who are you?” L
L “Kenvood Blake: - London. I'm: & tea ﬁnporter-_

-' (’N hat the devll put. that fnte my head Py "'

‘Do yoli. pose as a. ‘member &1 Dcpartment C5 of the- "

}B' ‘ﬂsh I1telilgcrce Sernce?” o

‘What were e jnou demg at Iﬁmomes
_Havmg & drmk v




ORN. M UR.uER s .

_that vuth one of the worst shocks of my 1,1Fe whe“ ’.:he_"'
diminty explc lad ‘about two inches above my ‘Az, and the. .
_ﬁas}‘ smged the bn*n Gf my feTt ha’c luce a bal ber smgeznv_ N

The rest was: ccr!fused it stlll is i my mind. I rea*ns:m- -
T hearmg the bullet hit the sxrle of onrear, with A nofss
xécﬂ} like the klwzk “hen you dt; e, the edge af a Hin-
“opéner throughi the top of a tin of beans, just. beforemy . -
eft shouider. cauglit the . fﬂliow above the knce g mlb‘%ed

an- ta.ckle in the shppenness of the mid, and saved -
life.. But ‘he ‘had- matinct.vely mmncd backwards o
~fowards- the bank thxs gave us, dfﬂpﬂtu‘;‘ ard we sailed: ek
Ie'couidn’t have known we were $o- close to “the. Bazik., -
bean from Tils. ﬂashlzght 'spuu up mto l'rs own face




HQW WE FOU"\TD BBTTLE AND I—IIGH III\TKS

: @cco*npamed us. It iay in an angle of the fcg, S.,nchne' :

o veligat beam from the ofh rsidé of my advmsary He S

T was spread-eagied on his back, his thumbs tirned gpwards™ L .

~ irom bent arms, his mouth open, ‘and_his bowlez"nat-_

. crustied over one side, - . :
-1 was so dizzy that T nearly We*lt over. Wnen I bent_-"
to: pick up the hght Bui there was. nothmg to fear when

I e‘(ammed the iad. Fe was not dead be was ot even - o
" hurt, except for-a bump on tlh heéad wmch had knomedﬁ L )

" him out, nfly sucky wits kept coming back tothat wlustie—-—i T

- which, T saw with relief, he had not- swallowed Whothe ~ "

__devzl was heP Hls ruddy face, smeared with mud as-

" though from 2 paint-b brash, was being’ washed by the rain = -

which still seethed and rosred Lhrough t‘na szlver bzfche_,j g
el thls Hoxlow ’“he £ace -ooked Enghsh £ 'was Iz




-".Bnt, ._veﬂ lf: .11: WaS 2 bnef b;eathmg—space I had to take' h
ac‘lon agam mven above the’ downpous T heard voices
- far 4t the” top 0*‘ the bank, Two b;ll’s-eye lanterns flashed © ¢
“iwhite beamis. out:over my head.” Up there were the head-

ghts: of our car, ami ‘past fhem i s:.‘lhauette ran’a ﬁgure- e

in the flat-topped cap and short wa.terproof of 2 politeman,

'.'-'IﬁIy adversafy kad. bc.El‘l teli=ng the truth; there edlly had ", -
-',nﬂen two pohtemen waiting at that red Lar, and now, they

..'wez_'e on. the' view-halloo bellow after me. The trouble

seemied 10 be that:.they could not -5pot.the place where .

‘had gone plawheeling over into the gully: And; since
rorty the road it. Inoked hke a blac:k ravme, they, were,




:__'both get ou’f of thlS No, Waitl Sta} here with- the comse

o theirs and. foltow you.”

3'..-'-_-_'___La bar?fe! I/vw Je mmer' A bas i'a polwe"”l e mead

ﬁ{)W WII I‘OUND BA‘I‘TLE AN’D HIGE ""INKS

P draw eimaway with the L'rh" When they cote a.fte'~ R
- . me/ scramble up that bank and run for it in the’ ‘ear, Don
" argue, dammitt If 1. can get avvay frorn e, I’li p.nf*h o

" The spirit of larcen s you percewe, was fiammg br:crlﬂtly_
I broke loose and stampedecl t}*rough a Wh1ppmg film".
ot silver mrches, the vells and the. llgnts following me’
along the. upper ba.nk Round my hea’tl in.d wheel I swung o

. the beam of my own.torch, . »

S Whoot” - roared the ertswhﬁe digmﬁed Mr, b Biake,_.

ir rat"iﬁr like a baritone owl “Swivesmioi, yoi bhghtersi--.':



- T'HE UNICGR MURDERS
'-Evelvn had not gon: '. "..'She was s*t‘tmg ut tbe vul'?e\.l of L
Lne two—seater, its. eﬂgl"le frnning. {nearly. &5 mi_ddy :

'ﬁgufe 25 Her csﬂcavue) when 1" tumbled in beside hér o

- and, siammeca the ‘door, . Whﬂe I gurgled for bresth after
that- Jias we Wormed out past Lh“ red car, shifted guicily, -
and tore. 04"! with' a screeching of gears ‘down the read.

; ’_Yes i was Tike. the old. days, except ‘that I was badlv )

m'hold my left sxde :

“Why didn't you- go on, we"ich? W bv dzdr - _
“Go on? 1 like that! Besides, how would you have o
followed me?. Not in that red. Vo sm, I can tell you i
Why pot??

gt ‘of. condition: 1 tned to- speak betwaen gaspb, and had-'. .

't3'uId de_vai you anscked out stﬂi ha,-:l h1si_" S



- :'__.-th!ng T've got to tell:you now. This is fouch more serious -

- :_-; tljurnphanh)

e can thank me’ for saving your bacon, Y oi're going ‘to I
. say that in the fight with that chap 301,11' 1dent1ﬁca+mn~card._'
o .fell om af your ?ccxet and you thmcrnf -t got Ios’c?. Well B

:&IOW wz :OTI\D BAT.{‘LE &ND HIGH _T;N.KS 58

: .eyes, whu:h were mowmg w:‘.l; a. swa.sh ucklxrg plec,sme _
‘and she wagged her head as though hsr.enma to.d pleasemt'._f-_. N
© tume. But ¥ had to tell her the cursed truth. L
- “Listen” T said, and tock the plunge. ““’heres some-

. that you think. Tt's abom-—we11—y0u know the’ zdentfca?
. tibrecards of the Semre? “That 1s-—uh—-—~- Do
1 nearly ﬁunked T hen she pomted a.t me-__

- T know Wnat you e gcamg tc:- say,’ Ond bov Anct ’y‘ﬂu




} noon’ had been a rea1 pohcemaq who made 2 red :'mstaI\e: .
'jébcm: my pas;port Buu my half-wmed mmd l*ac. seen

_Intulilgence Departniem on Hl‘* Mag estv’.; berwce. ) valyn =
“had fp:ncned EJS indentication-card, ‘gnd, when he ::;hOW'Ed _
-sighs of recovermg, Had datted him. one with his own. gum,
..Insults had been: bhowered on the ge&zam’meﬁww, The tyres




L Aﬂd we've got enc-ugh of a start bufore they can fufn #1.

n Jaftet thiey've crossed, or-follow stmght ofl OUF OWIL. track "

HDW WE FOUND B&TTLE AND E—IIGH jINKS

o spotted uh.esa s met the head who Had: chfertly commls~_. :
.-s;oned this fellow. I ’Dega“l to fect soaring spirits, for this =
- was a taste of the old daya 4 we'codld-_bé_at .thtjs:éf la_ds.' R
.._mtheredcar.,.- T

e Thﬂf 1 ha.ve to walk *t of course,” I*‘velvn was say g

- an glarm.  From where we had that row, it was about two.
""kﬂometrec to the ‘bfrmge where we’ re to cross the Loire, -
> We must be: nearly there. Orleam is.0on ‘the 0f3p051te bank
“abotit four kiiometres up the river. ’Ihey 1§ efther- go there -

R until they find a - tmegraph oﬁice. I say, ook at that g
map agcun? There s 1o 1;11 age near our: mn is: tl erf_"f‘ I




THE; ‘D \T‘ICuRN MURDERS

R I WOhE up to _the IaCt tnat Evelyn was crng o
: '_cat, and that We! Were, Skldu‘:‘g dangerausly Her arms
; ...shook, ‘and ‘she stared ahead “You've got to take this
"Wh&&i T cant nold t‘m road Ne're ge’rtmg into water or

_ *oot off the bl'&.k\e and. ltt her coast 11 'm: get ta the -

‘g hnl “Dont try to smxt gear:-, I scud “Keep_ L




: _ c.ucked It gave a _aplt,

".._'nver had flooded out its banks.. A broad mud. fariway

HOW”WE "FOUND BA"‘TLI: AND HIGH }wxd 39

ﬁzzled aw a;, pounded .out aga.n‘- :
-';w1th increased” 1oudraess, a.l'.l.d swept away io. 1etwn again. S
- The one remaining moLol could not ha’?e been two oL
nun'?red feet above us. It was 2 pasbenger Dlar\e, ar-d W
- was in. troubie.- I‘ITSL I could pick out the red port wing .
* light; then it disappeared into a. blak.k czrchng shape and ;
2 sickly:flutter .of a cougn. : -
- Evelyn, spoke calmly: S .
_ "‘Hang on,” shie. said, - “f nope we can’ skc‘p ‘Wzthoutf._-
' '_turnmg over.—There’s no. bridge ahead.” no L
Tre gnough. We were into’ water now, for the swolien

_seemed 0 end in. a gap betweer the whlte palmgs, be}ond. '



'I‘IEIE UNICORN" Lg-Uig'D_Ef_R.'S-" '

' Evel jI’l beg'm to laugh o :
: _“I feall v don't see what We can do, s*le deciarm 1a.tner o
f-‘terzcaﬂv HiCan you swim?” B
. But. tdl{ﬂ a look at that’ currert

£ I eonl

-}Vhat T want now is a hot ‘bath and change

take to the brash, Theres a chiteatf cwer tl’*e"'_'_-
re. Then, i tbey da gat on. our track. . L
“Yes,’_’ agreed Evelyu &nd here: they come now.”

‘Well' I can’t; nof 4 stroke. “And, anyway, T woulan £
: . That’s carrying hercusm too. faf,” No, ch 5.
'iace AE 'W“re not ﬂromg to. malce that appmiiment at o
the nn now. We can't éven go backand run the gaurztlet o

“L1stcn.': v.«{.uch We're mot going to. be beaten now..




N I—IOW \W’E FGU‘\ID BATTLE AND HIG:I ]'I\TI;.S

or ﬁothmg but to: ack mstlnrtlvely on the suggesﬂm I-.j' -

';-'craried round- from inside the. car, shout*ng and beckon—':

: mg——and the enemy canie’on. SN
- My gestures had' just: the opposﬁe ef‘fect, The dn 'er
. _"of that car must have m‘cerpr\.ted tne"n as 4 warnmw ot

else he saw- the open gap just in time. I dornt kaow - |
. precisely. what happened, for the headlights were blinding.
.. Theré was a grinid and slari; the. glare of. head'igh’fﬁ spun t C

-and flashed past, nearly at a dead halt, and & tidal wave .

L __-.Swept in on us.. The 0rass begged tha,t car When " w,as_";

only a few feet from the edge, ‘But there was tzme to-see . :
. -that the car was a Citroen taxi, ‘and thaf" thé cair contained .

' two-people—neither of whom Teoked at sl hke our pur-

- suers.. Tt was almost broadside on ahead of us.- Samabedy

emed. 0 be shaking his fists in the back seat.” Theo' thie
Is1ci¢ wwdow went dnwn wnth a ba,nc S




v

HOW AN OLD FR ,t'..I\D ]ZN'l‘TRED WI’I‘H-
SOME ABRUP’I‘NESC‘. Lo

o M. fAD escaped ctrowmng by S0 narrow a margm hat

bdth £ VEI}’H a,nd I c:hould ‘have felt: some qualms of con- - :
science. But tlns Was not uppermost My cp,ef Iefﬁmg
Was. ;ehet Wf: had Some'fﬁew blundered, -0f. ccurse, into .

the one person who would be certazn to unmask me And' AR




— 'enough trou.b; as it is, without you vabn*m “alout }our.'

7 If theies any da.mage done, Tl buy ‘it from you, You -,

HOW AN ofn I*MEND EWTERED"-'_-;;;";.'_;__

At thxs pont there was an’ mte*mptzon, in hoarse ’ll'.l.& T
_angu:s}led tones, w?uch seﬁmﬂd o proceed from- me taki-
-"_o.rwer ' - e S
““Blast your bﬁauti ul ‘ta::cl 1" roared H ”\f_'[ Am *c_ we In_.

'-beaLtlfu" taxi? Stead\«! He_y* Now, look here Marcel

_.Lﬂcw achéier~—I argent—the whole goddam cab. Got it#” I
- "Al, ¢a/” breathed Marcel with satisfaction. He was: .
A piulosopher He'sat bac& commrtably and ht a cagaretta' O
~while Evelyn appealed P : - S
" “Now that you're here; I expect 1t’H Be. ali nght Bur;.
wﬂl yout pléase, please tell us what's ‘going on}what we're
' e.xpected t6 do and what all this is about? We’ve got inio.
the most figrrible messes, we dan't kingw what we_ e.dca
sractly’ what were we 5. -do, anvhow? ' :
':_‘ai’ ﬁonlced ius arms ot the Windoy Iedgﬂ.and o




THF _UI\IICOR‘Q’ MURDERS

: _'ave crof. he. telecrrm cancelLﬂg it. It S8 zmx»np ﬂxacﬂy e
tike the Home Office would make, when' they . took it out
-of - my handsh«am I'm here to fix ‘em, .1 came over to-
211s, just: for that I went to your hotel to find you, but"

' aﬂmg of acar you got. i geﬂ.m ﬂccded out. You wust

they said. y\ou’d just gone. So:., Looky here. ""hat-_ o

._..be upte. your ankles Comra an. over here Wﬂh l’ne, and_-__._ e
LTIl you what I do know, and we' 1l see if wecant

'Work cut & planto ity them Home Office bungiers in their: =~

oWTL. g*ease 1 got some whlsky here,” he added helpfuily.
We were | shivermg enough to, apprecnte that, although'
e had had 1o -dinner: 1 iifted: Bvelym out and. eplashecl}-

o the other car where H.‘ £. had turuerj on the-_' .




FRIEND ENTE:L

. “And somethmg else I want to. kucw,” he gmwied o
P&ming the bottle \mth an air of msmratlen' 4s how you-

figure in this bmlness, KenP Unless the Home Ofﬁ“e_
got-hold of you behmd m}r backr-—and oh, Atchons -of _

Y sAthens, what T'm a-going to do to ther 1" bréathed H.M:

“with a-sinister “hiss ing. effect, dxsp,n.ayhng nea\a} ﬁst ancr :

dlosing the fingers siowly. “Burn me; they’re going to

' wish. they d consul’red the old ::nan Im oﬂended Im

o hiart,; and 1 don’t mind’ adrﬂlttmar it. But as much as they
‘condescended to tell me, the people the}' fis chosen for this

o job were the Cheyne gal here and Harv Y Druwmond ”:.3’
“W’ho 5 ’F-Iarvey Drummoend -
‘Ofﬁcmly, feller. who owns the strmg ot face-l‘lorsﬂs

S "You klmw He wan, a.he Oa!cn 1ast yea,r, arid tl'zc pt {Lege




T'HE uwrcoam MURDE?S SR
d tq qud me ap Na two mﬂas back ther._ he. .

: -—~—wal;c1ng along nice: and unsusp.mous, stranded t*ave.l-_:' :
ders;but T «could spot their car just the same. Stale trick,
Kent I ‘was too daricto tmake’ aut their faces, o, born the,

'rﬂnnmg-board—— .
T “What did you do?” L
S HM. bhnked with sour. pleasure._ _
leaned out tiirough the; window and gave hifn a pusti-in -

pretty fast then s.nd he went across the road Lkﬂ he’d'

':.3:tr1ed 0 Hcald me up. ‘Bah! ’I‘hey chose & wood, *a’ course E

';_haife rermem‘bered “Tryin’. games. on. me! When we o
woulda’t -stop, one- b:;ggmh feﬂer tned to- ;me on. the- L

“"vIe? On I ust":'__*'_.':;“:

he face. Tt wast't a gentle push, son.. We were travelling’ -~




HOW AN_. OLD I‘RIEND EN QERED ' 47
o from H M., he sat sﬂent tmdd mg hls thumbs the ﬁsh-""

'-:'hke eyes fixed” o1 ‘me. n.velyn was mot out*aged on the : '
“contrary, she was' almost ;ubﬂarr ' o

: “But wh;?” she demanded. Ken .why cn earth dxd?:.”'

: 3"&'011 gver want tn}m-—?” .
' “Y:}u Tnow,” I sa:d cand saw that tﬂmgs mﬁre m S
i'excellent shape. o SRemom

Tt was when' came to the aﬁdL of- the red ﬁar that

.__H I exploded “Q, Gawd Iummy I he breatbed: “You:: . N

' mean it was Drommond: yeu ... uh-huh. And so.did 1. -

"Byt I don’t b envy you, son. You ve picked one of -the
D W orst: people in England to make an enemy of. Keu, when
- 'he catches up to you E*es gc}m to mwdcr you. T-Iea :

: :”Was nreasﬁy c:cnsc:lous of this “Ail the saiy
have to go back there ;md pux e up row




THE UNICORN 1\* R‘DERS

es,. it i, SO Bﬂcause ;hf: Hcme Ofﬁce saud I.'f .

e too suiart for the old man.” . -
I+ \".hisﬂed JH. M remained vcry quzet, thddhrg Tus_

' f*er a pause he grunted e _
s how the smaaon stands._ _,ast ‘Nednes’la} o;d B
Sq—-—well we'll mention: no' niames; ‘semebody. from the.

C‘euldﬁt Bez‘:a.use thev fhought__thls fancy goker womd. L

home Office; anyhaw—-—rarlg me up- and b&d “Merrivale, ' '

?

and since when bave you been giving ‘me orders -" ‘Let’ _
ot have’ atly argument,’ he says. Qur off e happeus to

m ; 1n$tructed to' give you some. ordets. Oho, T osaid,

e the hea.d of the police, and this in its own wav is a police - -

| 'b 'We ___wan* to- borrow two of vout: agents.’

‘T said, .



I .mformatmn as to what’s gomg on a.nd 1 d hava 10 be"

---HOW A .ozn FRIEN

- la?'-Ih_aded as cld Squfy ‘himself not: to th twa and two'i"_ PR

o then, shall I tell you? George Rammsden’s beeii qeqt ona.

o _"'_'*efuses ever to trzwel wﬂ:h any guard 3¢ you wan te gt

-'--'fyou want a oed Tookin’ gal; becau;.e Ramsden is an awiul

o "WT:'V bring in France? Why do }oa wan en. for Frafce B

together, So I grabbed the phcxle and said, No? Well,
- j‘jmissmn, and he s just comin’ back. - R&msdeﬂ. absolm"

WO, peopTe close to hlm, ﬁnbeknownst, to: watch mrst'_"--'

old rip; and ‘second you want the tOIlgﬂe'-}t egg-on iwe o

" legs whe's also what you calt a. Gentleman, in case there’s L

- ugly tI'O'!lblC But, 1 said, ‘Ramsden’s alteady o his Vvay_'
7 back, and why won't them two- 8o with him all’ the way 2




"'i-_'rnz UNIcozw "\EDRDERS

3 ;',gead gt.ess. - Well, I stew\,d and I chewed a-1d

o .saf ‘and 1 thoight, for a couple of days and the more 1

. thotght the. madder I gat. The mercury, bubbied out the
-'top at’ noon tU—d'l}" I gota phs:me -call from ihe same
__ellev Y’cee they ve had their kmfe mtc me ever smce .

ancl Squzf’f} enjow:d gmn the Pnﬁe a thst Suys I‘c.'_;
.‘Ah MerrwaieT It's been dcczdm that we shall not nead’ - .
your acrents after all Unfortunately, thcy seEn ta baw'e o
W' dont know whe:e Drummond 1s, “but M:ss




' French prefe cture. But T-had-a theory My first. move
. instructions—that’s Wh’y I came a-chasin’ aiter you. with

 hotel you: were goin’ to Orleans ‘At Chartres I picked ™
: f'\-éyou up again. from a Bar where you: asked directions a‘oou’c

s my ;&iins - find’ you didu’t have any: mstructlons that, could

HOW AN 03;}:-_' R END ENTﬁRFD |
i sitiin” and thinklr‘..- I knew rd get 1 no h\.ig from: the.

" was to try to getin touch with you, gal, tofind Q;,t_. 5(_0;11'_' o

- Méicel hefe,. I-got on our track when thiey said at the:

"a short cut: - And now,’ aftes bein’: nearly fmurdered for

_ help me at al] ‘No lead! No clue' Burn ma,” s;ud LML, i
'_screwmo‘ up his mouth with a- maievolent horikmg sound'-
from his nosr:, what the devil do we do now’r‘ Lme“s:-

7 a couz se, m} or1gmal 1ciea' ;a.s nght atter al“:




HE L\ICORI\ MURDERS

-mmor agaln, 10wer now and 'i:rlownuT out Iuh bia.st T
U HLML ‘remained staring straight ahead for. what seemed . Lo

. yery Jon g, time. Then, with a muttered e:\damauon,' o
ke -sw* hed out thu oouhgl"t and peerea agamst +ne'

_that frmged the mad—-two strai O’ht shafts of Ilgbt manted
'_.dowﬂ from- ﬂther side of the an-lmer 5: cabzn She had -
0. her landmg-hghts She: was, c'rclmw dow 0ol
\landmg in those  meadows. P '
M 'n_a detacned &oiue, “I thought o




- ':—ueve*:z if -that’s the" plane we want, wh:ch is fioub*tu

HO‘A AN DLD xRIEND ENTER.EB'-;;_

. pause. Then the catrm wmdows glewed ot }eliaw m the _'
| meadow.
© “Done it,” brﬁathe H M Wl‘U‘l ghouhsh Jocularity
L Well, what about it? Shall we- ]Oln ‘em? T got.a fancy
~to’ see ‘what-innocent travellets are on that ‘bus B
. SLook here HMMT objected; “yoa suvely don’t thi

" that - Flamande had. staged 2 hold—up in broad aif agd

S _".-brought the "plane. down?"-

~raore. of the trouble you've got 5o iond of. But. T dont

L HM blzﬂked SWell, T spose you better take alongl-. 8
" that gun you pmcbed " he conceded, “Just in case there’s’

' Hnr-k sa Fla‘nande doesnt pluck the ch:cken 11ke: :

."fm a *ecd—l‘n inaybe or some hanky-pank} C
' *pth ai you l don’t tnmd A 11&1& water o




.THI.‘. U‘I\IICOR‘\T ‘\.'IURD R‘-‘s

" the ine of poplars, and " slogged “Hcross a nearly flat

them.'we could see lights.

'-'_;_'t’o he pointing. - As we. nvatched four pecple detached_

'f These, we could ‘see. as. they passed the wmda’ws

em:ep; for the mad tne go;ng Was easy We go’r through- R

. ‘meadow: whose confines’ were Iost in mist. To our left, -
' '_'aiorig tl.e river ‘Jank ran a long g grove af beecheb Beyaad_;

- But our a'cteﬂuon was on the strmded plane, Its door' L
_-.had opened -a'violént argument seemed in pmgress amofig
& group.of. '\eople gathéred about it. One person seemed -

_themselves from the group and ‘moved- off- towards o

were three men and a woman CThe ati ers cantmued to_



. _betw een The°1 one of the group on ol lef . 2 sia Cky_f' S

short. man’ w1th his’ necn thrust om, tomk 3. few: steos'-_.:_ R
'-::forward N Co

| E‘!ghsh, 1’” he demanded m tha aanguacrn R

.;armad e - : PR
- HM. chuck ed “Ho o o8 1’1e sa.lcl “I know that \’01ce.i
Howdy, Ramsden. Dcmt get the Wmd up. - This ain 't

' Flamande;" you. mmw, it'’s M err*valeh—-Henrv Merrwale i

I got a couple of friends with me” . _

. -“By God, it sl shouted Sir 'George Ramsdeﬁ, ao-

.~ though with 2 sort ‘of Jumpy asuie. __“H.old hard, ev y

- body; I khow' this fellow. He's all right.”

- FAre you sure you know Hm P asked a rall !Iia

wa.terpmof ‘whio steod near the door'6f the _.plan'
apéké_ ._Wit}i b.- ; st;r_t ..'_'cif.: ' genl.al =in‘b.¢k_ery"_ P




__1' IIE v NTCOR\T ‘\{URDEI{b

o dm'un' ‘xLanﬁm there was. Ramsden makmg his veual"_'f '
. shért, quzck hammermg gestures like 2 s*eam«mswn suifi--

- ing the air as though he. sniffed trouble, ard peermg rouna'
:as h15 ‘high Voeice' Qleated on ' :

isanice of it that annoys' ime, And; mule I don't give

~can't stay in that shlp, they won't even: let you smoke: -
"in'there, See there - where those hghts are?” He pomted o
'touards the left, . “The pilat says. tbats sofne hig pots

—smack down miles. frmn Ianywhere It 3 the blastﬁ.f__' e

t_hat,” he Sndpped his- ﬁngers, _.:‘"or this' Edgar Wallace_ L
érook and his threats; I'dc want to be comfortab!e We

_c.hateau, e}m'l that he’li probably give us shelter until we
.sta¥ in o He addressed thﬁ pﬂot m mceﬂent’;.]
is mrong, and how




: ﬂlepassengers who had hei‘armtbr@ughtnat ofa an .

| ina rakish traveliing-cap, was eyeing Evelyn curiously. -
Smce we were supposed to have had an. ac:(:ideflt, Ramsden'.- :
Was makmfr clacking noxses over Evelyn and befng very- -

o galtant . even - thouwb he - could ‘not see her “His. jovial

:.. "\spaﬁta war"ned even ths.t bleai plg.ce. I fnlnk e asl felt o
. better: bv the time we’ cameé in sight of the chifteau. Only :

the Iast member of the pa.rtv, a portly than whorn Ramsde R

: j'-addreSaed as’ [Iayward hdd 2 tendency to siumbie and

L swear,

. When the grc-ve of beemes cpenecl ou’c and gave p ace
- to a ‘screen. of ‘willoves, tl:e Chiteau de Plie dui not seem
B _so ‘much on an - 1sland as bmit atrazgh; Gut of the wa.tn'




HE UI\'ICGR‘\"MURDFRS

'tne st°ps an arch of hght appeared on the damnesa as.

'.the doar. opened s
““Please come it messxeurs mtaned 2 court Leous Vmce-

'_:"‘Tne Comte dAndneu has been exnectmg you"




Cup m comfortable ooty aftel 2 bad dream. ‘We welc}_' :
" in a high stone hallway vuth a fretted roof .50 arched’

': that it 100ked hxe the m,ve of a smaii cathedml The srone

R OST OF CA‘STLP QUEER

._ THE big door thuddec. sI ut agamsr 1he wmd W‘l@n I'-j :
-'_Im.d recovend my balance it was ‘with a feaung ‘of Waklng__

- and barg with a’ row af stone - ptllare down ead1 mde,_'-;_.-.




T'{I: U"\:ICURI\ "\I 'R'DERS
- of words. Somethmg aboitt expectm« LS [

“Premseiy You will, perhaps,” 2 new vmce ;ntexpabed .

 in- English, ¢ p‘.xrnt me-to éxplain®
T had not seef) our host come dow‘l:,talrs But he was

welcome, Hig hands: cIaspeé behmd him, he seemed 1o
take an ammble and refreshed interest in what he saw.
0 mman. of probably srxty odd vmose lk_' :

ard the ease of hlS bearmg ¢he eyes tad a m-;crﬂt dark:-f_
sznkle unc_er pouched lzds the?'e were W‘"ll’lhfﬁu of .mmc;e_':

Zadvancsncv up the ‘red- carp&t betweeu sl'lntmg bars of
':shadoxx from the pﬂlars moving slowly, and “giving ws
: eme ccrutmy ‘which-was less'a stare than a gesture of




-.__mit man, how. do’ you: Know ail t‘lat P

'THE H'os'r OF__' QDFLR

._;_'been waﬂdermc about the hcm gave an almos.t auzlty_

“Hoomf” he sa:d “1 arri Excuqe mg, su' Lut clam o

- “This lettﬂr wiltexplain. Wilt you tra.r*slate 1f: alox.'_ '
. : Ramsder; - -with. several Ats and: starts, toek the sheetr”
_ :_-ot note%per our. host hamded hi m. ‘He. gla"zced down.":_ .
- the sheet, and I:is sandy evebrows went =.1p under the bnm s
- of a dripping hat. Lo : . '

“I say, of all’ tie mfcrnal :Lm1}1;1(1@1;11.:&—-—1 Lu‘ﬁﬁnr’

M’ommgmzw, E
“The name of M. ls Comte d 4su'ram Ims rzlfways bee
*brown to we as that of o sman wko in the past et joyed
‘the: smlkmg af tmlcl gﬁmw m case he i sml m;emsred




Vi?é:?: _'*TNICORN MURDERS -

= ?aud_-.kaw m‘ f:m c&oaen tke m:riaﬁea ?'ega{m mar yom-_
gstecined chiteant. A:, the proper time I shall rake measires
_':to énsure @ fmfced medzrg Sirice there is no- other house .
-'-'wu}zm some distance; we shall ﬁf'obably call upoin Yot i
‘Them i shaﬁt Mua fme i, wham 1o 'wa:vk although ne - -
great tinie i of course, _e"uef* neCcossary fo e, - May 1.
-:'_'c.s!a Yo, t}zew, fo have @ Lg!w-m sal in readiness. for the -
,au.eafersg’ Unfwmnately even. I canmor; Gell 3‘01’ at- _wsz"

. uhaz time we sholl arrive, or ot thus mamwt ;’w..e,' ey
_.;g?‘awm\ars il book seats in the pgc_me_z. Buta gensrous cold' -
Biiffet would be 'mi;‘dﬁie; and I ﬁeé&'scaﬁe‘.’y”iﬂmk M.l
; C‘Gmfe ?33; saying I rely on hz.s‘ oW goorz, tasip to 323 tlw"_'.'
-t}se cfaamﬁagne i :aw.ﬁ mo mreez 7 SRR




' Amemaz:——begm to laugh. rle hdd removed the cay now, "

o face of goc:d features, of 1*’nag‘mado"1 rather ‘rhan sharp' e
" intelligence. HJ.S Dblond’ halr Was rlasterea actoss his fore-

T he scrai.ched his nose reﬂef‘tlvely The wo man, . or: gir

THE HO:\T O‘"

CASTLE

_ "ta mform yem wfw& c!um.w d,sguw f}zw pe\?'son 18 hkely__

- fo- rudopr Bt _,;craf, w@H easzly recogmise. hiws, monsicur,
by the f'gwlmfg «size Of his ears, bg; his mean,. close-sgt .
eves-and - Shifty o e»m, and. by o nose ‘which at rwemy-_ .

§ '.;ers is a!mest z;sd,,.ﬁ a;igmshaaze rom @ formto L

The young than- m the +rav&limg~cap-t1#‘e ather-

* and everyhody turned round 10 look at hiw. He showed. a_"_

. head he had a gemai ‘brown eye, a _blua.d nose, “and: a:-'__}_'.
'.':_-hroad himorous mc,uth Net aba.sbed by any mspechon,_'—_' '

""mth 1 eemed disfurbeu ,The 1etter botl-l puzzled
bemldered‘ 1€1 'Se_far ay I CGﬁlu. Judge miw" sh




ICORN ’\IU‘{DDRS

.“It carne thls aftemoon 1 fmd t'hem an e.xtraord:rlary
“and " amising pair ok—cf’ “he snapped. s ﬁngers—-—--f_
) “T\xzcawbcrs “Also, I forget 'my manners, The 1adles must.
be mery uncot“fortablﬂ P’easﬂ' forgwe an - ezé (:.um _'

o the aﬁable, sharp md Ana*o‘e F raﬂce df}dqe1‘1=1g backw _'
'wards before s, “I seldom entemun, he wer't on, “ut




' ---'_.:papem ‘sag;mc;_' »

- :'-mrgsh as he'has dlways done. .-I ou brvwr when he mh:_

- morrow. He wwill see. that. But§ for hz.s jmaate’ mformazsanﬂ S
p Eyow wiay ‘tel] B ol T have toid YOU o
- “Say o fum, then: To- moﬁ'ow the g'reat Flamaﬂde wsug
-'__.wde with Sir. Ceorge Ramsden. He will w?'eck the: nmﬁ_
*ddrdiner: by the (‘ fmteaaa de Plie outside Orlé fans,. Le il
steal tke unicorn,’ kil .cmy Fool who gets his . way, a?ld )

| swvike gnd where he will strike] No“r stcp hxmw-:ii you-'g.
F Jam:xde 3 E
. “Hurr h!” said ‘the blonu young man, zmraiuntarﬂy :
“That s the stuff &6 bring the audience ot of their sed

_lcmentaliy“"wnat s the umcorn?” o
: -'_135 nonsense 'obsnrv ¢




hé.t H. M comm’md‘,d such sﬂﬂnces He had n‘opped his’ N
ald head and pohshed hxs glasses, \Tow he was leamng

\.gent.s Fzrst piaca. t,le co- pﬂot and probably the stew: qrdz"__."”:
_Would Ve bad to: be in on. the game And has Fi amande S




o ;rea.san whv I ch exactly a8 M Flamanc,e requcstad when. .
He honoured me with his. conﬁdencen ST ek

- Then Ramsden snowed that 51de of *115 na*uie whlr‘h

'eapiamed his popu.lar ty in -other counthes Sud&' nly he'

o ‘slapped. his hat” against ].hS 1eg and chortled: -

ey ﬁ&ver heard 0[ énything so- d“snﬂc. ‘SpOTTifg i Iny'

fihfei ’ be crowed. “Sif, we shall be very pleased to accept:

":"._'your hospztailty et Fiamande do his: cuasedest if hels

. listening: to-me now, T hope hé hearb me. say sc, and I. RN

- can't make it any falrer than- thaq., can §87

- “Evén though it entails great dangér ta 30ur.-;elr?” N B
R “Danger be- blow ed‘ Pll.risk that. Uye'risked. worse,”
C sazd Ramsden, {:huckh*lg His bmck dust- colourerl fac
w1+h the light blue eyes, beamed o s, “And; what'
here happeu.s to. be semebodv he /hG




_CORI\ N.TTRDFRS

L wha IOOLS as. tlmugh he vould do W1th & wasn
IrAndrien bowed. - "And are. thrsle nc more passengers; '
'csf the planef”?'-" C S :
Three more fo come. . 1 don’t know any of ern——btep _
"beheve one of ’ em, ‘tail thin's cﬂap, IIlI:'L‘Dﬂu.CCd hime-
-rﬂe a8 tbe Pans Corresponaent 01 Lhe Londanf o

By ti’lu Way, H M wnere 5 g

p some or oar iugg ge .
uir ccu‘ P . ; o
'_I‘he word. Iuggao’e reca_led m° t Wha; nad Dec‘ﬂ entirel j:. o

oi‘gt)f“ten._ But I saw the realisation  come to hvelyn" g
By tfus tzmc Drummond and Lis two dvengers -
5 :.son:e medeqce acl sent the m m the otner dlrLc-_l' '




o . __thr:y t*:ed to steD our -:ar So I assaulted tlhe leader T‘lén,
e wne'l we were ha*d y out ot s'ght,r alor!g caf‘fn Sn’ .t{em“v

;,must be commced that We 're a,li dangerous cnmmal
' D'Andrien examined me with'refreshed interest. :
- “T am acqualrited “with ‘the 1rreDres:,1tue splnts af ih&.;-: ‘
British, Mr. Bl ake,” he assured me,. clucxmg his tongue

- sympdthetically, ‘and I arn en_tlrely at 30111' serv‘c“ _W:hat_

* would-you like me to- do?” . :
- “Of cousse you understand sir,” I pursued and ca!

e fly fo the liking of this- partlcular trout, “that We. don*_

5 :mmd bemg overtazcen 50 far.as we are canceme_




TBE UI\ICO‘{N T?DER‘E

. ':',?0"'.
; - “Yoa hear, Augusrp L "Anineu a,sked charply
o 3“Pertectxy, my coiorai N : :

IE t'h1s fellow conies here and aftempts to make un-
easantﬂess,' you kmw m}thmcr if he persxsts, it wﬂl'
'prabab " be Test to throw. him into. the river.”. g i
yward's Jaw Iell cpm i h*ﬂe, So, ﬁ‘ruratr'ely, r_ud

“Ycu are'the. perFect host, l\i d’Andrxeu, I salé ‘B‘lt R
__ "zt need mt be nécessary to go qu:tn so far ag that. Be51rles, g

T mﬂst wars, you that thls naazn 15 very tough pr 0}3051«'

: "t:on———- SO S R
- ‘Whem many years ago, sa1c1 the. httle soan in- the. T
skl cap, dreamily cocking an eye at . corner of thetoof,
honcmr to__‘-. Serve the Renubhc ag a'_{_olonel




’I‘HE HOST OF Cﬁ‘%’-T

.:eyeOI"sses thmugh whmh he rﬂgarded s eharp v fmm o
under. the brim of "115 black stouch hat: Undér one. arm.’
- he prﬂssed ~brief-case, and was tapping it 1mpa+1ent1 Vi
._:'_witn Lis other hand. Addressing Ransden, he spoke in

the shufred chpped speech of the- ML
3 brmg informtation,, Insufferable mfermat-_ 1.
' -mo-asieur is o ou*rage 1 am assuréd by the pﬂot that .
"'g.-'our aeroplsﬂﬂ 1g cama,ged h‘&} oﬁd repa;r, and that WQ shal.l -
be unab'ie to proceed to- mgl"t SR : B




f V'I_f _'

'l HE T\TCRED.LBL.‘L PASS:LN &ER

JIPERT RB&BLE (lurmg a babble ef taik our host lea s R
ottt inito, the hall agai. The electic laips attached to the i
pﬂ[als séemeéd “only 10 emnhas;se the- smmbreness of that -
are hail thmgs eemed to jump and’ quiv et in. the: comezs.-'

wnere the shadows. ga,thered T glanced nﬁrvously oVer my. . "
shoulder l_ﬂe 3shook mysel* 1mpat1enﬂy nci turned affaln.' -




- '- He SQGK& in’ quick bursts, t‘appmg the bref case 'and

- :_ﬁ'sqaarmg his shoulders each tlfne “The PilOt sy that w

. cahnot move’ until t0~morr0ev -

 "HLM. intervened. Knowzrg his passmn for slano* anié
:3'--_'-_2urici EMI&MHO!‘IS, T was. *eheved u:z hear' tig Flenﬂh
. become: comparmnely shora. © .
“But the radio-telephons; ;fgaf“’ \Nhat abou'r f:ha‘P Hx'."_

. has & radio-teléptions, hasn’t he? He ‘wil a].;eacly have L

told Pa.rls what- has happened They coiild have 2’ car:-_:_ .
o gent for you from Chartres or Orléans, hey " ' [
- “Yes, yes. rI& could; monsieur, if some scoundre_i_ had_ L

o nét svnaahed the t.ef. It is broken T have geer it __
. LY Andrieu's eye twmkled agcun “Surely that is _not
160 bad? Cc:rr' you must not msuit me‘ And g




TPE 'Umic«on’ : MURDERS

* come- mrﬂr nwa eyes ' “Tne cunent 13 supphea ny my awn

'---dynamo iy thé cellar R '
- “But’ surely you sze an auto**loblle P S
#Np. Tama herm}t you-sze.. Twicea week pmv;smns S
owght to e from. Oﬂcars in'a cart. On the rare”
'.oma31ons when [ g0 ott, I r1de horseback.” o - He reflected.
f‘At iy, stable just over. on the -—11"‘&11‘11‘&3{., I have :aome_" _
goad saddle horses, A,rﬂ you z horsewan, monsieun? I 7
ishou.ld -prefer not to et 111u11del -or Queen of Clubs gc-: o
out iy such_weathe 'mzt of dotrse if you ms;st AR 5
91 do not ride;” said Hébert violently, His {.}’E tap -
'Iia\r\.r‘heless he turned round on the rest ot s, stuttered o
d]usted. ‘his Spe"r‘ch and bmke out in I:nghsh I appeai".' '




. ;he corners ot' a mom, aﬁd he half cloqed h!.S eyes : He: i
Cyyag comfortab‘y rolling 4 ripe c1gar i his ﬁ11ger<= The. L

- :_pemuclb*wneas of his pleasant voice filled the room _ -
- “VWhat T say is. ths ‘he declared “I don't. heiieve m .

d.l ‘h:s busmuss forone - smglc iminitte, E 1epeat ‘?am ;

* dem: somebad} s -m‘ng ot He polnted the c:gd,r‘ Ry
. 10’ more e};pgct to meet this* crook than T expect to meet’ -

—a, unicorn,. for-instance.” He looked curiously at s__R_a_ms -
¢ der, who remained stolid with bis jaws shut, and then ! 7.0
. he went on: “But, as Mr, Mlddieron says, why kick?

- We have an "admirable nost cheerful company, and*
Rcederer 21. Aha, my fr*endL, - 11 sattmﬁed " He put'- o
" the cigar. in hlS mouth mth an air of ﬁnmty “'Why, Dri

’Hebert,' ate. voa se anxmus tCr go?” .




B UI\'ICQRN I\IURDERS

"r},m much'-as dAncmeu }:Ie pomted

mpke a guess. For a st‘v‘ter Tli say that ‘\Er. Hayward 18
. Gasquet.” IR :

ez ndéhr “They te not very. weil known and pmbablv not -
v -good. . But 1’¢ say he ought to-be Gasguet.” e
- Hayward- chuckled, evidently rather . ﬂattered “Weil

' I might Be, at-that,” he agfeed comfoltably ' “Tbotglﬂ-

on—1he’ hasnt shown- up. }et by the 3 way.“Go’ oL, son”
“Don’t yoir see what we've got here? We're Pl yinsr_"._.-_ '
nat cnlv' the, uwal' game: of SFind _tnc-: cnmuml_’ - said. -

) “Ius to start: the ball i’oll‘ng; ' he Velun;emed .“‘I"iT

HERP 'e'xclmmed Ramsdﬂn cranmg round “W hp
“Because I write: dntecrmre stories,” said Middietor, with -

te was'a queer- Iﬂokmc bird in the "plane T had’ my eye_' L



--Evelyn went on to cha‘we 1t was Just a5 well *hey.di v
dor, Hébert spoke fhen. He had béen” w Froming his:thin -
~ . hands. at the. are, bold!ng nmseh m l\ow he, spun mund-

e all tumed to ioolc at hnn t’us isa *oke Yow make

301{&5 about.it. I can laugh 25 well as anvbod Y Bu’: no;i" :

- at’this, You see, I know somethmc Whlch you ca.nnot.

o know.”

L '_pause

: “Ga on,’ pmmnted ci Andneu in the mldst o; a cunous"

““That Flamande is reaﬂy a murderer rephed th(-:_ E

P doctor 1t is the reason why I go £0 Pans He murdered'

A mary Tast, mght i Marse;llea




RN \{U»w-x:Rs

1ad enterﬂd We heard ».he_:loud ush’ of. the rzve* ixams L
: 'den was pmwimc routid” the. ﬁrélzght pzermv at hecer‘ s
- Ramsden, hibby and’ chcﬂenc, with his sandy hair and Tis*

_'baggy pepper-and- ~salt tweeds, seemed thie least. impressed. o
j;n_fact he: was: grmmﬁa———but with a sous’ suspicion bf-"f.nc_f
at grim, ‘."}Ie spoke bD pohtelv that 1t was hard tc "ecog~ e
ise his. mual bark o
'__Ly & unicorn, doub*less ; he BS'{ed _ _
SNo, T dg. ot “think -s0,7" the other c,n&wered qmt(_' B
senausly “You understand that Tonly, staté the fact” -
- "At last vre come to the unicors,’ 'munmu ed cl Andneu,.' L
1‘91_;1"__ relish.. “That § 13 the part’ wh,ch puzﬂed the most, T 0
v} not, cf course, ask the obvwm que»hon as ‘to wm.t ihe F




'r E z I'ﬁ'-'cfa

'tha‘; to be gored throuvh t’pe head )y a umr‘om 15 always-z_ '

o ~..-the fate of a traitor

Lo b Iookea slowly:: round the group I‘Tajﬂvard Loolr the
: -clga: ot of his mouth and st up. Iuizdalewn € med po

= sessed of - c'[u]:slour e «citement, as thongh he uﬁshed he -

' __'c'o'uld believe. all. this but rather tl*ought it ‘was & }o.lce '

- Hébert scowled, with the gesture. of one. meaumg away'-;-

_'nDnsense ‘Ot host smilingly doddered over to bold up a;'_'-‘ T
< glass -for examination against the Lght. Ramsdeﬂ had-

: -Daused with his own glass half-way to his lips: -,nd
occupying an Empire sofa, oid H.M.—~who had not spcken' '
‘2 word szme we \.ntured mc roomm—-remamed as. *rr"mssxve-




1 mhan Was an Ilnghshman. 3 : o
- '_ !‘fnd now the nafsie in that newspaper: paragraph :ﬁashed.-
- hack on me. AL Gﬂbert Drummond, ‘a solicitor, of

- London. - M. D.;umrnoﬂds brother | bas been informed.of

the ac@ aﬁ”alr. Drummond Brother. Bmth& Harvey?
' H \I e I‘ mrﬂrposed Wab Gubert

He Put hxs head down and. 1*uﬁ1ed the two +uFts of hau _': -
o Ql_ther sxde Oh 10 ve- a—ca‘uckr' I say, Y{em I dont.‘_-




L -__.of the neﬁspaper report. He described. the man :zltilng" S
oo propped up against a lamp—post in thf: park’ off tHe_

" gimashed, znd the blue- nole between the eyes.

’I‘HE I)ICREDIBLE p.-assa: -GER-_._'L_-'?

B the dzstmct hedrmg of two pec)pIe,"_‘It was Flama'lde R
. '-Thev then saxd "Do yau mean: Flamande. the criminal? 3'_
" Well, he gave's violent ncd and” Hébert- gestured—-—-'-_'.__ _
o “did tiot awake 1ga1n It was a mlrac,e._he. l_wed one '
"'_..nmme R - L i
Th& uoc’:or we; “on in, clrt. words o gwe the suastdnoe K AR

Z"Prome*m.d& de Prade, his clothing rlpped his rig“‘lt arm

oML exapdned . him, A nullet-'hole? Nat? 'dec'la'r_c& S
- T—leber:., ‘gruffly: Wal‘nmg up “No, no, 70, rd'! I koow L

he bullet-holes. ' First, the orifice was much blgger than
'._a.ny la= gest cahbre of ﬁrea;m So b*g that any . such:'.-”'




T Bz "THE LNl(‘O”‘\T ‘\IURDEI{:::

. .'.Wﬁ have now! Dr Mehsse 5 msmred Becau=e *here 15'_1_':_
- the earaal shrient of a ‘butehet at the other side of the
- parl, he say: Mzght it ha.ve been ‘done Wlﬂl a pole-axe® ”
: I noticed that Ra.msden Was I<:=olm~1@r sharply mto corﬁcrq -
£ the roont. : : SR
‘ ‘A pcaL—axeP” Ramsden repea’cnd “Look “here, ma.n'

© Richard the Lion- Heart and-—-" He made an it uctmt;;{e

'gesture. _.“’n 2 pubhh par Rubbishl? . T

““T.think Sir Georgé means a battletaxe,” said d"Andriew
'ﬂloug*atfully It s almost the sarse thing: We have the

: sed t'_ advantage for dose *1gnt1ng ' But I rr'mst sgree in

you mean one ‘ot those’ fnedieval things? "xou ls:n"‘w L

head'of the-axe as the. cutung weaprm but on ‘1"5, oppos1te R
-mde-them was, 1- believe, an. iron splke Avhicly could be




. the’ newcomer -advanceé'ﬁ'towards the ﬁrﬁplace, and t. '*" o

. U newcomer, T- recognised as the tall -thin rian vrho haé “&--

- mained behind' with- the ’plane. " His shoulders were .2
litile stooped, w}uch gave. him the air. of peermg up at

B you despife hls Helgat He had Wi"} Hlack halr, parted. i
. the middle; 5 long” ia,ce with a “hooked D08, -and very

'”"mgelhgent dark eyes unaer b1ad{ braws ‘meefing in’ the.:.'__;"
. middle. With iy mind still running “on -batt tle-axes, it .-

. -':'ogcur‘red to me that he 1ookeJ ratber 11‘\.& a hormm wllam_
Cin'a med.evai story His a,ccent Wwas. very broaa C'imbndg

'when he’ sald

. “Sorry to ju}.l'lp in like i"'ns girs, ’“he tact is’ Ive beer!{ :
: _1er1n oatsulc ﬂ 1At door for bome ‘tlme, a’ad I ve heam a:
_ g




TI—IEI UNICURI\._

M URDERS .

-_.:c‘1scover Flamande Or Gasqwt. Er—-—doyouqappel t@_he-_ o

o “Sorrv, no. T : o
- #What the devﬁ we;e ysu dcmg on tzat p;anef
demanded Ramsder ' -
‘Fol’cmng you szr
; dllowmo' mied Whyr _ ; _
_Fowler heaharec. “Well, rumours had- been gomg"-_._ |
about, yoit' see -, <\ He tuined 2 bzank 1ace. : “By the_.' L
':wafs Slr, how is the leam?” o )

barked ouf a chu\.kie. .; Nﬁw rhat’s snppo_,sd 0 be a casuai_":'
qz‘.u:st_r.f:arl9 1s 1t whlch will get an” answer” Bah, you v01mg" e




E v’zij-'

HO‘N »’\_ FOUNTAIN PhT\I SER‘«ED "f'O
' REI\IQVE A MASK. NEEEE

' THERE i in fiction a certam convemlonal p‘irase 'about_

. .-"peonle : shootmg up out ‘of their seats” It does riot .
- annoy. me- now, because I know “how it-is done.__""haa\\
‘phrase exacﬂy descrlbes erL.r own feelings between the

... ~one moment ‘w Ten yoir are s1ttn*g placidly i in yom' chan
and tcze ne}:t in whuh you cuscover tt} }our oWl '-vagu




HE U ‘\TICORN ‘&URDERS

:‘Where I came. Ifsm? V\ hat the devn do }ou mean? L
T came from the plane aown there. Dldn (3 ymt see mie
“You.mean you travefled from Marsei es i it?”

aga.mst tha:t?” o L
' -“Vow now, son, dont ge’c }om back up But there &a;j a

out before we can. go on to any busmesb Look &t that'_”
-eﬂe‘r-there, HMG waved a ng ﬁlpper towards e, i
“Evér:see him before? L . :

o, Not tc- my. knowledg’e "Nl "”

Drummorid stared at him i growing anger.. “Ceitairly R
ravelled. nom Marseﬂies in 1t. V\th not? Ls thme R

an a,wfm plece of cussedness that we've got to- stralghtmj_3 S




HDW’ A FOU\“T&II\ PTN-&:“R'\’ED TO .REMO\" A M

Hen*y T\errnvale of whem 13 ﬂave heard .Er-e—I *mll cﬂiy.'

say that you seern £0 have hqd mare extraos dmarj expe“i--".
'."eﬁces than customarily “fall fo those who trawei tﬁe Leval

' 'roa.c. Flr»t you astault aohcmen who- try 1o rob you

S Then mu pdu%e tr:- borvow a fourrtam -pen’, ({iou t’ess for

-_';so'ne exceﬂent ‘reason). from a ’fcntiemap wno is at the'_-'

« - ‘moinent Slttmg somewhere up. in the sky.- Is ther& an}f—__"-"' o

“thing else: you hdve ommiitted to tell usE?

. was not. l«stemug Becmse, after even'a bnef study.' o

":-3-_.'of the man Who calléd hirnself’ Hawey Drumthond; Tsaw .

. ithe'explanation. Whether or not he was thé réal. Drum =

Comond, he was 1ot the sa"ne man who ho.d stopped us on
-:-‘r‘*iat road: - ' o T 3
Of this T muld be r:er‘s it now, aqd, mmdcn ;lv
“‘WB.S nght ’T‘he man ueture us new was=

s all phyaxcal 001nts-~a, le:ue_ aces
h" 'kei skui* uﬂder the_ th' _bro‘ i b




TEE. "Uxxcon MURDFRS

s ."_.not put my foot in it- 56 badly that T could nc’s n!:}w got ouf.,

all. 1 et badc oil tbe road a map wno lookeu 8G exartly--"
. 61. +nat A : L

e _.H M. trrned- round to glme
: _:_mn 10 reahse that, son,” e growled ““Sure this is Drudn-

L]

¢ the. road was: havm you Ot

iseemed to v exgh eomethmg . S : :
COTat's aﬂ _rlght o h_e saxd and made a curt gesture.

he cud Thai. 15, _1£ in the snoch of. seemg “him’ there I had""'\f s
I sdid ‘\Ir Drummbond, WJI you let me offer you L
sumxe apologies? 1t was the 5umrlse of the thing, that's
ra giad you re begm- i
E mend.: ought to. know, tughtn’ t I7- Somebod y‘ back on' '

Drummond was_staring’ at- me curzousiy _H_i‘s- ey‘e_s_ e



COHOW A 'Fdﬂiﬁax -PEN SERVED TG RE\I ‘m A MASK 85

""Ox":(;bl;fse. Iﬂang 1f' ﬁl Ietb Fmget s.tns mist'\?oc, sha.B L

we? Theu 3t

*Then,” sug')bed oui host “I reaﬂly thnL yau badj--.'-

: _Letter do so
. “This was a su aﬂf I saw I{ M sit xzp tak*ng tne empx:,
"_:_'-p*pe out of 1’.\15 mo;th and hiS miouth -maved as *hough--__

.':._he were: aboat to. swear- b Andriey “was still. smilmﬂ but__ T

.. he'was staring ;tmght at Drummond.

: crUnderstand mes I do not . Judge, at the’ moment:_j-

e uerween the stones of M r. Blake and ‘\:Ir Drummord

The} may-not even conﬁlct But 1 think that they call for -

© - somme. expianatien, even 4f Mr. 1&;1(& seems - genemusly}

ready to acknovﬂedge h;s m:sta!\e. You see, I could Have,

There’s goin’® td be- t*‘oub’e wzth }0‘.1 ke he
n__see that comin’, Burr me, you s wa*at ’-he eld man. f




Can \IURDEI{Q

U suppose ofie: of Yem is" an 1mpostar ¥ 1 we're ﬁonkeymg '
- arouind with. this Flama.udn—_— S '
o Slustement,” said d’AndrmL ‘He tumed to me.-

S ng begm, the1 efore, at’ the obvrous beginning. Of CCHI’&:E‘
i :-y'ou have your passport Mz, Blake?” P g

"] opened my mnuth and shut it “gasn

“Not,” 1 said, “at the mamﬂrt T T
“But sirely it is custoﬂlar}r 3 W"h'étt happened to
.1t:m?ly‘1aak?’ i S
A pohceman stole it f rom me y
. _D’Ancir-eu -put his- htad on one. szd:. I saw \ﬁddle—_
-ti)i‘l s eyes open wide as he lookﬂd “ound ;.nd r uwler
stromng @ iea.n Norman chm o : &

ﬂ'r t E




LOW ﬁ. FOUNTAIN PEN bERVED TG REMOVL _‘& MASK 91.

“YOUTS, sn-”’ | a.:ked dArdrxeu, Pohtei) handlng-i the -

" ‘pen towards the man who calledt Bimgelf Drumsmond:- -
. . The latter had changed colour = fittle. He took the pen -
= '_and tumed it over in’ ﬁngers thax “were ‘1ot altr}getner
';-steady L SR o : o
“No*. he answered graﬁ’lv T g is “'!EDt 1w ne,’ T rrever_..-"

'_Z'.saw 1t bekore - Ramsden - stared and ‘then - snortea _
L "“T"ns “he said, “puts 2 diﬂete 1t laok on: tl"‘e whiole fiess, -

. Suppose “.e Stf}P ali thlb mfern T. p{)li:.enecs a.nd gct Qoﬁrn R

" fo-cases? You? Now, you're an impostor, or else youw're -
oumot W re ‘golng to find out whmh For mstance Ixn_f-_.'-. ;
- going to-ask you about your own horses— -

" “Now, now, lxstenl" urved Hayward; waving his clgar"”-'-
with’ patemal scom \cuse ::ne, old_ man..]mt.. yo .




THE UNICORN \EURDERS

was whn:h? .I.l"c same tbough’r seemed to st 1ke *he ctherq, L
S for the babble of argumﬂnt fell away a.brupﬂy We looked .
it each ‘otiter. . And mta the pau;e strucx{ H M g sane,"
héavy, querui{ms voice. . - i
Good I he said, anri amffed "Naw if 3'11' thé"'ei};téen
coons" have stopped viat- dmcm around the hrath may!:se_f.

o R.ghf: then ” H= blmkea pound 'J.t DLummond “Qo, y.zst T
L foiput everythmg in 01 dﬂr, Ican say I d th. 1o see }*uur
'__-1dent1ﬁca‘!:10n paDers, acm .”'- T S S




- note. But it chemge_l tlie whole nian completely.

5 at that tore. He struck 2 match. T also damn your pene—:_- "

. yowl The ofher mterrqpued hls questions.”.

HO‘W A FO”NT&IN—'DE\I ‘RER‘L’ED 'I‘G REMGVE

.tebacco mto ‘the: bowi w;th 2 squat t umb aml we. d1c1 o R
s his face, When he Tookéd up, these was noalterationfn .
~ the face excep‘t one of mtelugence. Nor was there amy . .
alteration i the voice except a- c!eepemng and mccsmg- i

“I congl aiulare you,” he s&d and several peopie }ﬁmped

- tration. No, my effect i is riot ruined. All Lhoped iodo was, ..

" to get aboard. the: plane without bemg auspecte"l As von':-'_; :
“say, I should have had to reveal ‘myself—"" S '

l\a.mcden 1*ccove"ed hls genses witha kmd of anathered R

o “Yes, I am Gasquet,” he said. He Lit hzs pme camfor“:—-.' -
; _ably, and the amused eyf:s moved ove': us.. “If Drummon 5



ThE ‘t:-_ NI"DRN’" M..t'mnmzs

b “Drmnmond » “substitutin g somet‘nng at ance solid,
'dramatzc cacksute, aﬂd m:llmntl; mtnlhgcnt “He. was 5o
E excﬂed that' bis gestures increased.. When be hor rowed
' matchies from H.M. to 1e11r>~ht his mpe—tbey were sulphur
d. m¢de h:m cotigh—still-he did not look absurd..

“eldted, But if a grateful Repisblic cnooses to bestow the -
: (_}rand C1oss of the Legior of Honour -

of ‘mestin’ you before. Ts. th*s anotlner of "your blinkin’.

You're the deac mlage of Harvuy Drummona

B _Ha* Yes, You will forgive me, genriemen, # 1 ae“rn'

o “Sure, sure,” H.AM. agrued socabmgly “ But I\.t g'ét a ;
e cou le of matters straight first. I've never hac. ﬂzc leasure -
I % o

disguises? If:so, I got to give you full marks for. the art-; I



HOW A I‘OU‘\TTAI’\T—PLN E:LRV‘“D TO R_..MOVL‘ A MASK 93' I,

UM Fiamaqde It now- oniv ? e*nazns toask Sn- Heﬁry how -,

"~ he spottcd me. As for Ty self, if T had not: heard you sitg
~out your name when you app*‘oacn“d the plane I ﬁhoq;d

. Aever have spc»tted you”

. “Thete is just. ohe- Titele th.n
[ Andneu, f"owmng wh_ich re_:mamb b : 1(1& _t_ha_a._. .
. “Yes“ : . . : .

Y Gur c1er1em1a1: We mav be. unduly C‘Ui‘lOL‘la, _but pf -

T you could offer some praof L

o “Aha my- crcdentrals‘ Cert’*mly ‘But at the mament I. '
" have 1o iutention of satisfying everybody's curmsfcy only -

- that of the twe gentlemen most concerned.” He looked at

B Ramsden and H.M_, and smiled grimiy. : “T have. scmethmg -
to tell them T w:l batlbfy them of my identity,: and Iwﬂf
:d6 more, If you,, genfleme“l witl mieet me in ithis o
fifteen minutes, I will'confide to you thie nitte
1b"u51"1g to- mgh ' :




"I‘HP. DI:A Tq-TAPI:S"f‘

I_"ﬂ‘ was Lot I 1'ef!ectﬂd az: T changed-i'l_ ta dry cIothes m
Cthe. room__wmch had been ‘assigned me,. a. time - for- sane .

: thought. - My waich showed that it was twenty~ﬁve Tningtes . G

- past fwelve, and the ﬁreworks had heen goma s*nce ezghtw_f'. s

' thn'ty’, T wis too confused by them Furthur, I was so. )

gty that 2 tobaccc—crusted ‘piece of dhocalate I found .

ne po"ket was: walfed dowi 1mmedzateiy D’Andneu' L
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UNICORN MURD]"RS '

T 'H: ;r

: _: _Esecz'et rooms, ‘or sliding pariels beloved of names Eplf."ldld -
© i villafny hke Guiss and Medici. Henri’ Qllcptr\. had never

y rallen to empune:s “and ruin’ (possibly thmagh lack of
tprise in dirty work). imtil it was rescued and rénovated
_aiang Fmpm lines by the ﬁrst dA.tlﬁ“l&'Li, who' get 'ms' o
- title fijc"n \’apoleml ' A : S

ropms. There were, & A"ldlxeu explamea 0o lab}nnths,-_ S

leépt a ‘111::1:1‘\)38 here ‘nor had Rlche;ze:.. c.ropped a.nym dy. o
_ _dawn an mfbhe‘zie‘ niy b&ﬁﬂ‘lﬂd to- e ratncr an overs:g,l*t,-_ o
:wr:eu wag emphabc o the poit:. ATtaough ithad
it in the nuddic szx’:uenth century, it had Eong",'_i_.'




spec‘rral rauanca Bu“‘ I ?ound a £a1 Iy mﬂdem bathi som
et the end of trle ga’ile“y, and afte*'wards dry clcthes..:_"
Lhﬂllg&d the wnoie outlook. ' : : o

. Time now, T supposed, to go downstam T he whme o
btismﬂss Was. rather an. anti-climax. By now Gasquet W’Ohld

" be cio'%eted dowrsta‘rs with Ramsden anf{ HM. .r,ntx—'
c,hmax" 'VIore t],".la“l that. It was too’ easy, 50 ea 5V tlld.f ’1t'-‘:'.-
ma(k TIE NEervous. Presmna.biv Gasquet knew his buginess ; 5 N

" but it oceursed to me that he had better do somerhmg befme S

* Flamande m—epared counter-blast. The house was. ery
quiet, e'%ccept for the eternal rain and the sullen rus’flllag" o
below - Mingled with it now 1 thoucrht I heard adutl bumpl.

: - ing or hanging, IOL whichi I could niot accounit,. ;
© i Well,and what was HL.BL doing ? Would he, Eor instance;
growi :mel retn‘e bnate*z wh.,n Gasquet sra.fﬁed off FicLl‘ﬂaﬁd




: _.Ti‘rc'causeway was: down at vfell past the mltldIc It_"- L
.ioal-:cd as’ zheugh there had . been woodén piles under the

c}ne 3 the water was a white vortex uaheavrng with darlush_ PN

sna.pes thiat banged and’ drove like a 10g jam ‘before the

lunged :pﬂst Some had got stuck under the watlaw-baam

They . were cloﬂ’gmef th alraady furmus raplds, and WheeL '
ing off to craSh ofl v:;ur 1sland L -

T'shut the windaw, biat- QtIL st3.1ed out; Now thaa the.' L
river Had bitten. off .oyr onty means of, commumca.tmn, we -

wer '_shu+ upiga box with R tamande. . aasquet conld afford
o aste -trm_mph ‘He tad the gentleman separated fromW :
mhore'by only szx‘y yards of wauer, but he had him fa.st.'_:_




T_ E D_EA'I'H TAPESTRY'

S"h. has been ell.ng rne, Du‘sued Evelyn, the story_"__-
_' _'.of her life, Her English is dif‘lcult and her French worse;” |
_ bug I keiow 2 little German and got the whole' story. She
1ather tiices the ideéa of stayzng here You see, she’ s hovrlbly
2 Eraid of her luishand SR
Lot Afraid of }Iidcﬂctan ? -Wh) P
L “No, no. Not of Middleton.’ H‘- smot orﬁmallv her hLS—
L '-'_h.—,Ild vet. :She’s .afraid of ‘her. present ofﬁf‘lal husband_.*_' o
R (the thhd), who she thinks-is going to come after them' -
- it a sa}ne.—;nd serve her jolly weft1 right, too. Bah P
“T\Tow, now, 1“tb cmit the- n’cral censure. . Dent you__-'
_ '-‘,pprove of such -, . .
o *Of course, it I do "em my se‘f qaxd szlyq Wi’th gan
ur “Se they're goitig to Paris to get her adivorce: Dién'
11 defs :rnd m\u I hke ne;, reallv, and s‘ﬂe sﬂems t;




E U"\ICORI\ _MURDERS

R “thst thatt Owen Mlddleten h been in. 1he plc‘“ure for
= iny a week, asid that he has. j'LlSt returried from Indin”

. “What abott Tndia? Good Toord, you don’t hmk M ddle— .
amanaw do }ou 7 Or that she i is [ : o

tm m 1

there 5 one odd thmfr I shauld rather Iu{e to . kr-ow V&hy_f :

should Elsa screech cmt and: almo famt at the swht oba - o



THE DFATH TAI’ES'I‘:\RY

dlci‘n.’t tell us one word abaut 1r New i won der why E

e “Probably dzdn’t want o alam you untﬂ thc si*octlrvg : o

_'wa.s all over™” . - S
o ’\_fI Maybe ‘Shootmg, yous 5. But you lavree now,_:
WO"lt }'ou, that I was fzgl"t about Dne *hmg 3 said

. Flamande mui‘dered that poor': 1°elio‘v in, M a.rse'iles, and

" this’ doctor confirmis it Also—1t S & very odd ‘thing; you

' - 'Qay our suave host caused a sensation by anrouncmg e
- knew a certam staté wbere to be gored’ through the bead

by ‘2 unicorn was always the fat¢ of a traltor'r‘ Yes Weﬁ e
I believe I can supply another lmk A Co

- “Steady, now; and keep ceol. Get your evzdence in order,;

W hat was this'you were telhng me about Elsa 5 famti g
..Eé.t the smht Of a book by Balzac o




: UNICORN MURDF‘R::,

'Fraﬂces Lﬂg des Demgmm “and Maur*ce Leblancs L
- Arséng | Lupin, - LG mtfema%-tamb?wiew. ) Evelyn was__-.
‘regarding them with an uncertain smile; - ¢ .
“He'd | get “pleasure out of . distributing . iuose books, o
.Andr!eu wouid she’ said, ahd"hwered “Haa certainly. -
com.g all he ean to help Fiamande Ixen, I dont Izke all’
thm Its creepy,- and its; muggy, “aud there’s ‘sonig hmg R
' "wa.s tellmg yau° -E.lsa }md a copy 0;._'

.'Gb@.}zso}t C rwae. Whﬂe she was stzli talkmg, she wandered_'___" _
*er, Iooked at a. page af two of Crusc:e afid then plckeri: K K e
p ﬂ’le Droil Stones She Was glancmg thrgugh it ot the;. S




THE DEATHu_"f‘AP.__h RY

B sghosr of anidea. I i ot sare of 1t because 1 wam H ’\JIQ_S -
e encyf‘low_'dac mformatlon.l Tt may be only. some foohsh
E 'a,ssoczatmn ofideas. Iwantyouto Lhmk rot about. trractxcal S
. things; bt 1mpraht1 al ‘things. “What do you’ kaow. about
iﬂﬁe umcorn i leder'(i of in heraldry or anythmg o_F._ he hke?

\/er} httle, when I ﬁrs+ trzed to }og muddy thcught :”
o _“but she was i such desperate earnest that. I tried i’mrd .
" Unicogns? You might ransack for days in halt Iorgotter\':-f .

L ca.pboards of. the: braig, and find: only rags that suggested'-"

" othing: - Of course- there were, the ohviobs associations.
~ You thought of the. two Hl‘li"@rna of the Royal Arms of
' "-_-'Scmlanti which had given rise to the ‘traditional nval;y
: ' i _'Imn, and. msparea +ne nurs‘-r} r-rhyntes, T




'H'I: UNICORN

T {DLR

. But: the. gallcely was now dark, _'nght cainie. mto i trom '
- __"only two dcom?ays aheaxl and a duli giow fro-n t‘qe ball- - .
- below,. " R 3 Co
' .There was'a. broad store arcn. over e openmg mid'j
the stairowell Here the wide steps descended t0 a land-
ing,’ and - Lhen turned 4t - right angles o go down into the
hail, ; The ‘staircase was: dusky, sinde: the carven, bamsters'_' L
nthﬂd 50 closely togéther- thaL only a chmk or two of
light penetrated from the dull glow in the, Tower: hatl. - At
thie top of the stairs stood Elsa I\dedletcn, her head dcm’n,;." -
holding w:th both Trands to the newelnpo;t Fo"'ler stood-_.f o
tle way __back starmg down, . b S
But what you saw .1mmﬂdzately Wi a‘r _the foot of _t‘ze .




-:_ ’I‘HE INVISIBLE WEAPDN :

Do .FO“‘J...ER turned to Elsa '\uddleton Tn the gloom hls face

- avas o pale that- the dark eyebrows stretc"ned acrass Lt hke_'_"

thé top of a cross. | L
LYot don’+ want to see t}ns,” he seud harshly;

R bette; get to your roorn.”

.- The woman’s head sagged forward I i‘hought she._:
gomg_to pltr‘n across the bamste ané. I c'mg_h_t__her' ﬁ;p_




1&(1 held “ta the upper onr_ liaywald 1eaned back ag‘amst'

the wail mheezlng and makmg gestures ke a querslous -
. Angnste stood motionless. And;. 11a11~way upd ‘*he': .
aetionless cIAndr:m in: sknli—mp and _mricey R




) he answere ‘. ’I‘he man was ba"_ Y _ttIed S
and 1113 voice husky “That i is, 1 was there. - T think Mrs, .
2 ’\rﬁd{ii cton was, 100, Pt T can’t swear exacby What hapm'.
nea. ]'1,51.——-3ust ve e 1.15;1.1_& tick to get .myself stra.gh*' '

. W111 ym.? B

~He" pagsed a havicl cwer hla ery black hair _He Iookedf_'.

. down, furtive Iy at thﬂ body, lookecl aw a.y and turned back-';______ R

Wl :.h an- ePfort

oIt was Tike ﬂus His roam is up tl’!ﬂre ne.arly oppositef"'.'. L :
_';'the head of *he stairs. My owni voom is dlagonally across,

oo 1115, on tbe other. Slde of t’he hau towards. the rear.;'.
1 was standing i m mv daor wautmu' for himite come ot .

of his Todm-




I:didn't’ hapnea 10; be snya;
didnt Want tt} mlss hnn
“Ge_on«- : -
Abowt five 'min‘u &s ago, eveiy ilgbt in ti"e hal'x#ent I
uti - Nt i the roomis—not i mlne., aﬁyhawmnecause'
ey've ot only’ paraﬁ‘!n 1amps But tLere dre. e,;ectrxc" S
hghts ii; the, haTl s T P
' ’Andrieu s coal volce struc». i ““Si ot h:we not beeﬁ: .
*alrs,-' Str Henr} ? It has not beew worth the trouble. | -
gci r:(:ltv everywhtre. “The only elechlc:ty on tLat' '
_ 'oom, and the three ruo*z 8] I"-

g5 y_g‘;;_. uﬂaersta.nd I Slmpl}' B




WVISIBL:. WFA?D" ;

S -about the same time, thm chap—«Casquet_ opened }m
' "-.'.'.dcor LN : T
_ Fowl& _ had recm«ered hmlSelf lather, 1t seemed by'- :
: ;.;acmnauon in the bvsmess than any- effort of will: " His
o dark gaze was; at,oace sombre and exmted . But sor:ﬂe--_.
_- -?_‘:-;hwg dame bacif to- him ‘of that. depfpcatmg chdrm ar
o as:au*'a.nce, that smile and spreadmg of the hands. - S
D . %IYs a dashed” Eunny thmg, Sin,” he' said musmgly e
: ‘::.'boggled on that word’ ‘Ga;quet Tt didn’t "seem right to_:
oAy it He was here and'gone hke a ﬁrew’mk he was only o
I :'_couple of disguises he dzdn’t seern real Do you under-
-’_'-stand”” o : S
CLUHLMS eyes narrowed and became 1mpasswe. “'Ve*y _-
-mterestm \ew ieii us; WI’ at he d1d You got a good view

He haa

s '_ 1t Q;lt.




: _preczsmn “15 "hat someth_ng ar Sumebod} bcemad tc grab o
him in the dar R R A
S George Rarrsden exploded

t the evﬂ do you mean,. confey‘ri g A hint ?’ » he '

' _mther saw'samebody attack h‘m ar yo:.a.-_'-_--.
i 4 you ought Iu.ve seen some— L

was’ afraid I couldnt m&ke 1t vlear ‘said FowleaL,-.-'_f_
b8 sh{mldera" “Sorry 2 b] mg it Bf’vthma—»erw—i .




. :-'Gasqupt I mthe bounced off thé wml of ihe ianchn
o likea blasted sack and flapped c‘owu the rest of the staits

'rzgiﬁt at your teet Sir Henry, justas you fa up I thuught'-
“he was. gourg to yank down the tapestry,: but he -*nust haxe

e been dead: then A‘lyhow that 's all T know _
T There wis 2 s&ence ‘1 looked up towarda ‘the Iandmg,_: e

o {v*rem I coulu see. the upper half of the. great tapestry Wlttl-_'l s

.'.:.1ts ugiy br owmsh figures: that might have- represented -

' _ '_boa.r ham;, ay the huntof 2 mcnster Wlth one horn Fowler, - *

as he cauwht my eyl._. sepmed to thmk of 1¥: too Pe Wh;pp&d'_




gmng Espemall;, since 1t was davk _
“Lookmg down over the sta1 'S afld mto ﬂae naTI below, s

_sa:d d’Anari ;. poklrg oubh'a neck ‘Lef
18- 1ppose this!- Tet us. suppose that, ‘while he s‘czmris there
bmie’c is'in ‘'somne Tashion fired either from the hd“ below - -
_:or f*‘om ‘tha mher end of +he gallery where he is stand- e
E ing: W'_ouldr} it th at producp e‘iactly tne r&sult W e haw sePn'_'




to a. cold klpper 1t § vamshea

| He stood back while Auguste gra*«ely and without d
_ cul’ty Haisted up: that heavy §ack, ‘with its- mouth opetr and"
©its'threads of make-up still hanging. . When Augu:;te s mot-'
s falls had dled away among the plllars, H M f :
Cpipe rom 4 baggy coat pocket - C

_“H m. W, e’ll have ‘a bit. of recnnstruc‘rmn, hey?” he";:_ i
. f‘ontlnued thezmg “Bm theres something: to be defer-
- biined first?: How. man pecple ale in ‘Lhe house at th__'
mlnute? ‘What' aboixt those thrEE airmen, by “the way P
:DAndrien £ ri}wned “Tha.t} my friend,” he said,
somethmg I genume Iy regret They are not here, and now.'
- the" Zre not ukely to be here. They stayed 160 Iong w1th the‘
' '_"Aﬂd when the Watet. washed 'nut our cauaewa v




_ “Excas_ *ne'mcnsmur,“ m+erpc:=ed Angustc, whc wa.s'-" T

O “eturmng ‘There is o other now. . There is a taxi- dm er. -
- who calls himself Matcel Celcstm -T-Ie is. very c.rum AR
H M .iooked us aver, : ; '. o

& anﬂthar" he 'w&nt' Q"l yau ve' pt‘oo _

ablyall pla je:l the {ittle parloursgame called Murder Welve:
got’ 3Lst the'game kind of situation here,  ful iy equ sed -
with ngnts “Qut and-Seream. So.we'll take- &dvanfage of
: want everyhocly here 0. gc and stand- exactly wherej;ﬂ"__:_.
e was when he hearcl the :poor- f&l]er yell—Take down -
here first: Rarnsden Hébert, and I were }'ere T was stand~ -
i’ in Just aboit the. s'ame plaf:e I am now, W here were"':
you, Ramsclﬂn, beiare you came rurmm up il .' : DL




*peered rouad it 'd Andrzeu “Da yﬁu wﬂal.v .keeP'* *t".'

- unlocked?? L

 Our host had bucﬂed fom'ard H:S quis:k htﬂe eyes
“were studying the éatch, | N

s Pomy kqowledce, it is never l.&ft open Eh, Af*guste [l
I “What's outside? -Straight diep to the river?”.
e “Nd' There is," sa_d d’Andneu, 'Tnd tapped his nose, a, c
.'_ﬂa* Toof with a balr:ony rallzng You can step aut on 1t :

B ..lf you dc- not mind getting wet. o

i VEE }t}u got out on there Irom nere, is there af:y way-
baﬁk iito the house without asin’ this window. againi”
o There is,” replled d’Andriez. s‘owly His eyes | g
o f'roWeaQ _ “There 15 on mther smle a iow buttress, laadmg"'.




.ICORN MUR_DERS 3

“S' mmi mh’ ezrerybody!” roarec‘i H, M “Someuod Vi ]ust -
\.'Tropped sametiung So"nethmg w"nte. I'saw it go down

~Stand where you are' Lights, now 1 g
The gallery sprang- into Tight. We all crowdeg back,

becatise ‘we caught” a glimpse of what lay on the dark-
'carppted ﬁ‘oor uGt. far
On the white oblong of the envelapu wem typecl *?\P werds -
"“For M ie. Comte d’Andneu '

r from the door of the linén-cloget. .~




""5:1.,1;&%{'5’ LELTERS

B 'H ‘VL saoox his ﬁst “T’ve had about enough of thls r _
T deciared Thzs posm and g1b‘aer1n and- postimn over a-

-f:corpse may- appeal fo somebody s.sensé of huthour,” bt..t it
L _-aont to mine. Bam me, if T didn’t feel so blasted help—

Sl More conifideritial commumca.tlons, hey 7 “More.
1"5" You’d better rea.d this:” He handed it to d’Aﬁdneu '
yhic was 1o rate surprised than though he, had ‘aeeen £ ’ve'
the orc‘.mary nost ““We Wont g throuy




«“ ‘!f smwmr, e : : - :
“qvrite i}'*w égcause { :»;azm A mis zﬂnde?‘smazdmg mmt

e cfeawg. wp now.” For: ihis. pwpo.;e 1 have borrmed

bImegane’s. porfa:bfe t}pgwm!er ghich I fomm’ in - the
ge'zgmi lﬁggag" _ t}'ze zypemier frray Z)g fozmd how :m zhe_ B
lingn closet, . Lol ' : L
- “BYy the time you ?’ecewe this, I .sh{zEZ kaw deafﬁ wltk

o fooi: wko got-in my. wczy e ‘do. Hot: beheve n mwder“f.:_' '
“anléss it is aLso?uzeJ} HECEFSOY. T}:zs s :“’»3685&3}‘} The -

g foo; wb_fdd_ have. made trouble. for e wnpless I romoved




._fmes m‘mck somebody }ws almost .s‘pmlgd Ask ﬁmyme w!w_
. '_.ezre?' received .a commummtwﬂ from e wizet}'er I awiin-
S the kabat -of mdfdgaszg i any such nomemzm& bambaﬂ.'
o 'Da y{m wish. jxrooff here is amomg your mmeone 'wﬁa 2
N w&paper fapaﬂfy mm'r oftrm haﬂe .,em WMy srgﬂamr
s lotters. - Let. }um stz«:d _,7 tke mgnamm cmd tel" o
-:"__.%hethe?' it iz ge?ume ' AT
o ' “But’ I huive a WS}.‘-”CEO?‘E wko d@d c.W'LfB u‘ M 3: grea; .scms-:".__-_
. mcrfm; i that I can af . this moment simtck oui my. hand '
. and touch any of you, but you: do not kno'w mes ] fzaw &
S sf_on o, setrse before I take the. UniCorn From Sir'G 'orge-'_' ’
- Ras mde?z, Tlm;‘ shouid be mjﬁcsem warning. 1o’ Fuiwpt 1‘“0915 .
RERIPEE : Fla,mnde '




L UMICORN MURDERS

o 1m1tafe 7 By the way, Les done a 10; of wrxtm ia rews~.';-_'

':pdpers. has ‘fhen: eves be“n a photostarlf‘ copy of cue- of
="‘ns sxgr‘atures pubhs .ed under the whr;le IFtter P It d seem;} S

éu heen s, copy repl oduced The reaSOn: has beén fo avoxd_;. g
"the poss;blhty of . what SQEITL: £0 have happeneci *o~mght' '
' photos‘rat 15 prlnred Weil same smali fry (:rimmal gevs




:'_.'kept hzs 'wooden expressmn'. for time.
- (malnvolenﬂy) o gleam of exmteme'a* De’mnd his glasses

-She-confirmed Fowler's story in its essentials. She had

s "stepped otit. 1nt0 thﬂ gallery she said ;just after Nndd’eton

had” 1etumed ofiher way downstairs, The hgl:ts in the
'ga’lerv were: then ﬂuL, but” ahﬁ did “not Lnow how long

they had’ heen out. She was justin Lme to see: Gasquet SH : -
in-his own doorway, blow out *the: Iamp and. go towards

- the: stairs.” She had noticed a light shining fro'n Fowler &

"'-"_-rc»om but she had. not ktlown this wa.s hss room, a!:‘d c1d:'
et e Hlm ..here at that mon“ent CoEIRILL
"I‘hen camé the crumm poitits;: gven ncnv 28" nearly as

Tocan, 1-emember the translatwns _ RIS
H, M.. HQW i-well ceuld you see hll’l" ‘w“len h was fiear




.Q'RN MURIFER*. .

’AmDRIEU As though he iﬂac_ been iu} by a buile’c then ?
'"'_-ELSA do not know, I do 1ot know' Why uo yon

F LSA: Slrﬂl,gllt down the s*air's I noﬁced that.-_'..'
+h0u_gn he would trn to J.OOk at me, but tie did noL “Baht
-F "‘vI (After explodmg in Enghsh, “Burn my, now,_---_'_




ell, say someboa ¥ WAS, standmg dow*z behmd that
j:'.tapestry He Ared, After that he chmbed out of the
‘window aahmd the tapestry on the ﬂat roof. He climbed -
Cup aad got mta the house aga.m either through Fowler’ s -
'w:rdow on. onie s1de, or Havwards on the a‘the I°1 the
darka and the. cenera} cortfusion, he mixed w‘th tﬂe resl, and
'carne downstans Fair enough? Buf—- SR
N I:taywv'lrc’l who evxde’:t;y felt we were gettmg mfc 1egal i
-'_'-.-."waters again, had . been Ioudlv clearlng hig: throat fori
" silence. " He seized the charice when Ra.msden nwppcu to
make a parliamentary point. . o

“W o't do;” said" Havward “Wont do at 2111‘ Now
jlet s.be sensxble “That’s all. nght in its way, “But. you let -
e sHow you kS couldn t ha e been 2 bu‘let, for the S"mDie




THE UNICORN MDRDLRS

R A"mrleu ralsed one e.yebrow. o S
- UL yery | much fear that he is rwht I have had soime
mall experience’ -myself with: the hlgh—cnhbre ﬁreams L
Eli-Vien, there refmains. the question’ of wi 1ch of two
III'IPOSSIDIJJL&: Ve p"efer.-IVerv well: - He comd 0ot have:
begn shof, becauise that is. 1mpos=1ble The weapan ‘could.
: o+ have been used iike 2 dagger or. tnrown like a spear‘
ince. t0 do this ‘the murderer must™ have bcen tnvistble, - .
Tat xs nnposmble too Dersonall}, _ I preler ﬂ-\e ﬁrst___"_:
aliernative.” . ' SRR : -
\“But look’ a* 1t in another way! i excia,amed “»hddleton,
re. thh a new: 1de¢. He tad. hisarm -round Elsa, and_:' '
he _Was -'shakmg h;er as thcrught to emph.msc r‘




The murderer would’ve had to be crawlmg o the -Iandmg.
But” gg on, ) - RS o ! i .
S “All neﬁ _ The n*urderer § Mmdieuon went om,
- excﬁ;cdﬂr pomt:ng, “ha.S got sr.:-‘ne heavy steel thing like &
3 _d_agger He tnrews it from thete. The -vic‘am colhpses
énd g0 down tl 3 sieurs - Fowler says:it.was & secorrci
Ctwe before he himself ran up and looked down tite! sta.rrs._
-As the v;ctlm Hitks ibe Ianding, the. 111ererer reaches out;”
pulls't the weapan loose; takes that cardboard 1etter-ﬁle fromi b
o the fellow’s “pocket, and ducks hack bel ind. ithe tapestrv ]ust'_- o
as FOWlBI" looks down. ‘What aboat that?” - 0
O iooked rourld qmckly, and saw a.n prressmn come mtg'
Havwa;ﬂ 5 faf‘e as though he were about to selze on tllm




." “Uh huh Oh yes I acrree mth it Tiﬂe damage was
__done Before’ tben. - Lo R
: “Then suﬁaose you teIl L.S how t was don{: ?” suggested o

r sh@t wﬁr} 2 btﬂlni thclﬂ pulls ltself Jt.Gf thf: Wuuﬂ.d_

‘and flies aw ay. 'Well we've' got hef’c Wing' and a nght_ S

Wing. Left. \?Vmg says he'was shot: ‘Right. VVmb say= he_:_'-'_
was stabbed or otherwise struck. Left Wi ing says it was -

done from'a dzstance Right 'ng say:. it'was done. chm’.:' :
ose at hand:- What's your vote? Which of us i wight?? o

| HLML surveyed us. “Gents,” he said, after & draw at’
his mpty pipe “I’m gﬁm tn make you a,n a.nswel 3_wh1ch




Now, -now! - Thesé answers -only “seerd summy 0. you .

becatise you havprrt thought of the ‘otie weapon 'in- the
- whole wide green world that could ! have done it,: zud a.lse_’ =

.the ciseiimstances of thz;. muréer. P'm giving: Flamande

e hmr dye se” I wonder if ne’li dmp me‘a HOtE Lhzs

tinie.” - His eves natrowed’ shamly “Before you, have my -

blood for ‘this Lind of talk, let’s get to’business. : I want

g "you to take up.3 *vou‘r places exaczly where you were: when" )

" you ‘heard the Poor feller yeﬂ T stand here’ and Watch L

' Ramsden will take: Ga.SC_[LC’E 8. p;ac“ W her you hear hs,m_

o sing out, v out of your roomns and: do just what' you dxd':'f L

' -.:fj_'then. first though welll reconszruce, what happencd just'.._' :
before the marder,” S '
'-"A,gam he stumed the ga]lery




130

i spzte of you, ancl_hes an’ 1ce—Water kmeA it th re.ever . o
was. one. No, sitl’ You keep those hghts ot of there's -
nethmfr s_cng A3 for me, I was in iy room, wqmzwg for.
g.chance at the bathroom, wHen 1 heard t‘lat yed I don’tr
knbw anvthmg st ‘all sbout it. Bit 1. don't seé any p@mt.

1vmg this; iunaﬂc anot‘uer chanhe W hat de },ou reapla :

feel abbut it P e
“A chince at wh t?” mqmred Fowler, ra‘d’er curﬂy,_

‘T shouldn’t ‘get the ‘wind up, it I were you' Nobody " -
hds. any thmg to fear ﬂz.cept the man Who' ferg“d that =
- first sighamre; ‘or -elsé Sir George “who was being traxIEd o

Lin the-first plade.. A fittle matter-of turnmg the lights on .
"ﬁ_s.houldn’t malke" much dlf&'erence Rest assured 110" '




-_ETTERS_ e

i tom, ou and ﬁayward take the gals downstairs You -
o “know: Whats the matter with you; afl of yUu"’ Vou ve.
- bﬂen through ! couple of Hotirs of havmg your HELVES
Gt to “pieces, withott anythﬂg to eat or warm, yDu or
: "keep the: gobims out.. Ask dAndneL 1f ne 11 talke - you
7 _dmvn aud introdiice yOL to t‘lat buffﬂt supp& we've heard e
- -_"ahout Ram den and, Fowler and Ken and-T mil doa bit
of pok_j "about before we 301:1 yo:.. 1 say, d Andm.u, witl
ol leucl ‘e to the g“ubr But come 4 here agah-, will
you'? Tigot semethm rathet unportan‘ toagk™ U
Tk s_uggeshon is an excellent one,’ beamed our: I'IOSL, :
anf* I shail return immeds ately As & maiter uf fact, T
'_have somethmg Latl*-er nnportant to avswer Rema.m here, '




TNTE _R:N MTTRi)ERS

g}rratxon "that s gone an. We seem, at ﬁrs’* ghnce & faII'IY'_. -

solid and sane group of pf.{)ple—v-but ol ‘ny hat, lock atus! .-

'ieel hke somebody with the DT s seemg ‘Peer Gynt:
B p‘ia«red backwards. Why is-itall so wrong?’ v
| don’f follow this rr*yat:asm "1 said.

Yoy ought o Den’c you talk,”: g;unted hM -

“bebause to judge by 3 mur past-actions fo-night, you re the ..

“looniest: of-all.. For instance, you know what this. uouse_‘-_.-._”'
."_.remmds II"ﬂ of? I had a-friend once, Who had Jots of
“méney and an awful pmmltwe sense of lunnou; He had.'

_one room’ ﬁxed up in_ his ‘house for.a szde sphttm joke.
"l_-hera was 2 carpet on the _cethng; chairs and tables Were
beltea o it upsm.e dow*1 ' Tne ﬂacx wa‘* papeleq over,




J'.’?'I‘T ERS

It ‘Was. Fowler Who pusheci open the dccr Gromng_ R

: * to the left e fotind a white-globed lamp on'a small table,
- struck ' mateh, and kindied the wick. Like all.the othiers,
~, this room was farge’ and ‘high-cél unged Tts, *urmture was’
e 'ivlute, wuh a great deal of shabby red plusn but over: the-_.
~fireplate. in- the left-hand wall hung a fine’ “\Tapoleonzd .
- biveuac sceiie by . Meisschnier;” Who happens o b my
o favourite artist.. On thé ‘right-hand wall was 2 big red
"'f '."_-:._,xefvet curfain, and in the wall facmg us ‘two tall wmdows
i Towas looking at- the Melssaumer, 50t that I did not at ﬁrst

' _.:.'_undersmnd the reason, for FLM.’s. muttered profanity. -
71 “You.sée anything funny about this? he was ask:ng
"'the other. two. "Look there Where's his. 1uggage ? There's.
“his hat and. coat across the back of +hat r.:hazr - But where
“his uggagc“ Didﬂt he have any? B '
fe was a vast throat-clearmg behmd us




AD\*E\ITURIIS OF A PORTABLE
. TYPEVVRI’"ER '

Foa_not the ﬁrst tlme that day T wor-dhrﬂd whether I 11ad '{.;f

understood aright; of, if Thad, whether this might not he
ome obscute. Kind of Gallic metapho" Buf hy the expres-. ;
iort on H M.'s face T '}erf:ewed that e haa ta_ken me same
terPretatmn He- fo;dﬂd hls aims.




L "here wherc I myself hact put the tWO vahses. He 109&&& at- e
. _them and cned to me, ‘My God, that is not At There i is o
an atlachae case’ ‘ot brown {eather, ‘mfh - lock, Where s
L H? T saw it downstairs, " Find it! It must be iound 1.
went d svinstairs and Jooked.” . aIso questxoned ]oseph and:
Ticuis, Théy remember{ag seeing it; but they-did not’ e
o _'memhe*‘ where. Tt had been very Larcfmiy sorted for us
L 'by the- srewara of that *plane, so that it. shouid not become o
.+ mixed.ome w1th the other’s. Still, perhaps it was in one -~ .
- -of the other rooms. T wenat upatalrs and found M. Gasquet o
jL.sE commg ot of the' 100m 0f++~0f~—ah bah P2 '
' %The rootn of whom P asked FH.M. sharply.
“T dm not know his. name, mongieur, Of the Amencan, _
etall’; a.nu -stout Amencm Wltl‘l the Led face; vau ;{new ol




G “'omer hls head hung forward o bc_mt shouldersJ
_-‘%tucued lum througn eyes that were reaﬂy shut I-T e lwad S
“-been wh:btlmg thr ough his teeth. = - o '
Shfiat? he mterpase& abrl_ptlv Yo phue, T saw. hvm .
“Thd.ﬂ.l.{ you, mabnsigir,” ¥ said Augnste‘ He hat. a gra\' _
pohtemss which might Mve held a kind of 'Datemal er‘ly _
".’I—Le nodded again, and went o
- 4] came in here, and told- ML asquet Wnat had bap— -
:'pened He was. walking up and c_own, smoking a cigarette, - -
* He 'was furious. - But he said,: ‘T\Invm mind ; I have some-
hing in ny- val se thatwill do just's 'a.s well Get out._ Se Ce
t-'down to the colonel’s rooms- T e
“Did hn say wnat_he had in, h15 vahse f” in’cermp*ed H \I




F- a 'r’OR’I‘!LBIF TY‘EEWRITER-

CToomS are .’med for electncztyf’ R S
Ve, You were thele wlhie thﬂ colo.;el told us.!

Lo E*&a\.ﬂy ‘Nell .at the same lee, whesn T happened to:': ol
.- glancs ot of my w*ndow, bacause of the darkness T could

see M. Gasquﬂt leaninig out of this window hére, | He
-cee*uea still very a—agry I saw hun ufz upa vallse and hurl

o .'::'_ it out. My window was open, and T- chstmctly heard him-,

L __'_say ’Stolﬁn P From his study ‘e colonel called out in

._-'.Same 1rr1tat10n, _Augw:{ste, what ‘is the ‘matfer. swith . the = -
.;_iilghts 71 said, “See, my colonel, M. Gasquet is tnrowmg-_;\-.:

. his baggage out-of the mndow ‘He said, “Tiens, is he?

Wty Anguste; we. must never. mterfere Wi"h the figtle'

' 'p'ieasures ‘of otir guests.” And he chuckled. Meantzme, ‘aut
went «nothe*‘ '1-‘31156. and M Ga.squet s{ammed the w midoiw




.'\'ThE UNIC'ORN _ :
I—T"v{ checked Ramsden, who' wa.s about to bﬁrst mto
excxted questmmng HAML seemed distrait.” He Jumber ed.. -
_'f:about 'tn\. TODMm: At his near-sightad uaddla, peering. and"-'=
. poking. 1 nioticed that. lie stopped beside the table.at the -
héd, - 1t 'had ‘orie: beclsyle boak - Barbey o Au*‘ev lty’s- Les:
boézgﬁes The rain pat‘tered 11ghn,ly on the wmdoWS-
- how's itwa sd}mg S L
' Then H M tumed on Auﬂuste, and spob'e in) Enghs‘i
he Said “rou’ ve report‘_d conversatmns prett}'_';j-
;Well to-mgh but there § one. thmg I'm more x,urlaus about .
than ar}thmg elsa By what you've c:ld us: y@urse“{f .
e Ive_ _overh&ard and understmd all. along whell we were'
speakm’-_ Enghsh ‘didn't you? In fact, you spe:ds: Englisk -




ADVEN’T CR_.S 0‘-“

R “Auguste I fancy, has: be n telhng you of the :
T late fnend a e :,tai.ed rather than asl\eu : “Our f?’lei’]ds N
. downstaus arsmow ea’mng with good appmite and I trust

" we shall shortly Jom them, But frst— o

' “Somethmg oty your mmd?” mqmred H, M:, mﬂ

: "'.ihere are two 'rhmgs cn iy mmd One ;nvolves 1_

persoha_ question, ‘and is not hkﬂiy to be d.riswered ”» ‘F{e i
.. looked straight-at Ramisden. T should like to- knDW the
;reason “why,: whenéver the word unicorn 15 mmt*snﬁd .

i George smﬂes He smﬂes’ And hé isnot 2 *‘001 con-"'_ .
_-_'_'-trarv ta wha,t ]:"f{ama.nde apparently thinks.” _' s
. “'_'1‘}3.'{11{8 I manage to get alo“ig, _ sald Ramsdeﬂ. Some




NUM JRDERS

I)’Anﬁneu “Went. over to a chan' by the c:entre table, sat":_
:-:.down *omforta.bly, and arodu«.ed a c1ga:r—case. He seorned._.'_
~ annoyed. in a mild fashmn‘_ - IR
“Yes, yes, yes, ‘ressorable proct. I am not a detectwe, a

ntla*ne*a ut c-ﬂnam things sm.m obvidub. . Te- mgn‘t L

. ’\/Ilddlcton (T than 'yau for the 1em1nder\ sa1¢ ‘I sm}md-;._
1ka_+o see a 1ep1y fron* Gasquet. f\nd I rephed ‘Sc }ou-'

"‘When 1 recewed tha‘* Ietter frqm Flamarde I chd ag _
_was mstructec. zmd f orwarded it o Gasguet I sent t’qc'ﬁ: :




ADVENTURES' OF A

:.;why t*v to bog" s up and suggest comphcati ns - unless. .
you- 27 ' Just what's s on your mmd P '

LW Andneu spoke calmly. . : T
P “’T‘his,” he *gaid, -“T. shouid lﬂ{e to Lrow c&rtam thmgs- B
;.- .dhraut Mr, Kir by Fow‘ier : S
Fowler wLo ‘had beer sxttmg 0'1 ‘be bed cantemp’a‘mg

---‘Ihls shoes i an anshacted way; 3umpﬂd up.

“I—Ie wa.s asked a short time ago,’ d’Andrieu WﬂﬂL un i

_ e campare two sxgrlatures Oune was the clurr}sy copy I.___ RN
) j.'had made, with a signature which would not have decetved..© o o0
3 child who knew Flamande's: handwr:tmg, the other was.

: . the. sugnatuie on the note dropped i thisg. gallery a whﬂe
. ago.; Well? He did not state flatly that my copy. Was 4
poor forgery On t:f;:: contr arv, he said it'was a. “»‘erv good




'. MURBERS

' '-'f-'_'daor. "lech brmgs us to the flﬂaj. pamt R A
7 *Shortly before the murder, the lights wete sw1tched ci’f o

'_'_from inside _tl‘e. linen-closet, ana ‘the typewn*er plated
< there, , M. F owIer by his own teshmony, was watching -
the g'?lierv al the” tzme._ ‘.::ou may h.ﬂre notzced that thef_
door of s roomi'is di rectly across the traher;v from: the
door of tne 1111&‘1—(.103et 11 he were, in fact wdtchmg all" s
the ‘time, he could not cupcewa‘tﬂy have. falled to see any-.
. one: w‘hr_: went into ‘rhe linen-closet, carrying the. typewrater,‘ .
“fo. turn’ off’ the 1 1g111.8‘. _Well d1d anyoene go in, thera? You
mﬂ notice’ that” he has made 110 mentlon of that aﬁhough'-‘
waild 1mmed1ately have occurred o hitn, I suggest fha{-:-
‘at-least’ 1t ca'ls"for some llttle- explanatzon NE B




e the Imon—dosét énd my cibor ‘*ezng mpposﬁe, I was gong'

; 7__ to bring. it up myself. _ : e
. “Yeu say ‘that our Iuggage, 1nc1udmg my typewriter was -

e .nat 1n ow rooms. Y ou say it. was. W’hm we. hear anout
:Ganquet’s attaché-case, T Lhink we sliall do 2 bit. ofw onde -

-ing: about that. Stitl, the 1rrportant thmg is that I was: & L

._--watchnfr irom the; door of my room, T ‘old you 1 ua.d it

open omy an mch or £0; not to- make it Loo ob ncus, &

“that:I’ could look up c.1agonahv towards. the door of thzs L
'-'room T was looking to my left whxle the Tights Were ot
Got that?: Tt means I, could see. everybody whio pansed
-oacx and fm‘*n in tha*‘ dlrect:roﬂ towards my Eef* ’11 teli_"__




TI—IE UNICORN‘ MURDER

- come rom tha gallcrv to my right from tHe part I wman T

- sée, a.nd slipped quo the l.nen—close;. o Ivsa qane; th.ng,, -

it's a dashed queer thing, you know, but the only rooms -

'__'lccated m that gallery on my Lght are-all yr::ur *ocms M .' o

: Ram:ﬂen, _wno had pxcked up. the two }ettera m t"le
able and was serut inising them, spoke’ c'uerulously i
- "‘I say, what's the game! P Wa:: started this new trouble, _‘-::- )

. nnyhow 1 I don’t know wnat you meaﬁ by all this. ‘fuss; -

. but so far as.Ican see these letters;” he Vummd them '
'_emgrzlv “Iom; a8 though they were SIgned b} the same." _




: " ﬁCQua—ﬂ‘ited Wz*l‘r Gasqueus bandwrftmg ?” PR SRR
Co "Oddl 'enough, _I:'am ” said LM, And thzs is. it

i He c.rew out a sheet of offcxal noteﬂaper and spreacl i
i Zout on the tanle I IGOx{ed o¥ er 1115: snoulder whue ne read

szmw - B 8
R m;mk yow wry mm‘z I ‘kmk fkat m . wery bﬂef-__'.
: :'_tt.m e shali- pmf zhu mmmtcbank wfzere he belngs T f

Lo yfm are- weaﬁy SEFINES abowr em‘ertmnmg Gur cam;bamy

- cise he should mlﬁ! his threaa‘ (ewhich s pomb&c) eir-
hdps it womfd be mst as weﬁ I .s‘haf.a haw kzm where I -
- -:'_'.Wa%t ;nm . S - S L S .

: "I_ cannot. tell yow kaw .ncwy peopfg “will tmml by :

: aem;_bm;w, bust T g m}mmwd from the admmed bogkin

at f he_'pasfeﬂgen i JI be ;’zaahy a:l a?"glwk w‘ ﬂmemcan




3 h e thefe 5. any posnxb:hty of us. bemg overhe*c.rd The:'"
i -thwg is, is that a genuine let: er‘ * :
- "Qu fe gequme som. o Co SR
“Then,”, gaid: Ramsden locmmg Iard at Hawler, jﬁsiz L
“where doss it leave usF : S

o :Ioldm a big slice of the.t uth I thmk \"Vhét makes “
you so mternally cocky Ramsden P You rea, blaqted smht\_; S

-more cocky than' I am. Tve got & piece of the trath, ahd
T | Screwmg up his’ faf‘e, H.M. ‘¢raned round and
' 'slxed d %ndrzeu one of those weird questions of his w‘lose_.'_--'
'.1mport I a’r }.v:«,..st never saw “I 54Y, d And“leu have you




ox |

THE SECO\TD IMPODTOR

T BT *neai I Suppcse marlxed an- mte1 Iude in the mnd-_'. .
.-busmess ‘as though between the twa halvés: of a damce.””

" Unfortunately, there was too much to think about, =
.. Despité his characteristic gesture, FL.M. had insisted 0*1__:.'
-fecsnstructmg the maurder just the sante. And as'we acted
»out our dumb- s}*ow, I found that beyond: questmn WE

: -_;_-were tangled into. anothe" of those m"posalble phzz Ies Wi

vhic the_ cassec.ness of hurnan e\fents seemed to eward.




THYE _UVIEGR\: M.UR_:_ S

'-ﬁzzally HLM. ‘tried to creep up nea'f* litmh w1tnout bc,mg seen
-gach was ‘as big and obvious as an elephant to both Fowler - &
ijand Ramsczcn afnd. everybodv else,’ Ther‘-forx, the! wctm-':‘__ L
could 1ot have béen striick: down by semeone standu
_nea:r hlm:m' the gallery o _.: _ : _
X C)n' the: Qtaer hand, it was also eatab;tshed gt _ihe_;
L could siot have bee:a struck down by 3 person “anywhere =
i else cithier close ‘at hand or far away. If the murdemr:-'._:'_

. had beert aﬁywhere on the stairs; lie would 1 na,w beensesn. i
' he' lmcl ‘been ccmcea‘od Dehind th\. tapeb 1y, and Tad 50'_-":-'_ R
: much_ a.s pokea his:mose out, he would: have been $een either o
by E a in the ga‘lery abov of by H. M ancl Hebert in the .




0“1"[) IMPOS?OR

nd:geshbles auapmted by Roecterer charnpagne and_
'”__"C'la*mu Haut-Paraguey Sauterne. It was laid out under:
. the candles in a sombre dmmc—raom at the rear, and: we EPR R
Ol ﬁandera,d aLout helpirg ourgelves. DAndrzeu had the”
mast supreme alt of the good he:-t he néver 1‘1&mred Wh}
Lyou didn't. have so"ne of: this, or’ mszs&ad tha.t you: Have:-
© sonie of thai "He saw to only one. Lhmgmd';at joseph and’
" Louis kepu Gur glasses: filfed; On HM, who isa whxdq "
o di.nker only and “ccards all ep.cureamsm Wlth contempt R
 the Chiteau Haut- Pamguev neverthﬂzeﬂs wo*ked 1t‘-‘ Su"\tle_'._ B
- _maglc ' S : . AR
L It was scmetlnng *teelf to W'ltc{l the effect of comfort.' R
: 'and Warmad innards: on the sodden Qcrmap we nac[ bem -




HE L"N:cogN" MURDET{S

" 'rmbsed it for aﬂythmg W 01~1d }04 ? “But there s one, thmg .
L It’s tht H.M. WOuld call the b‘mkm awful cusged--
niess of things in general. [ *31ean, we've got to be very, L

'r}"carefux a.Lout what we say o : e

She'peered rtmnd “Haxfen’t we seen 1t worxmg all the-
timé P In this | bhusiness, all you've got'to do is to say some-..
" thing is ridictlous, and laugh ha-ha, and- say. 1t couldn’ t
posszbly ha.ppen. And before. the words are out .of ‘your
taouth, To and behold it does happen. We saw it in Pans,_
:mfi o the: rcw.c'l _and 1’1816. Do you' remember what we' -
were talkmg abont n your roo-u just be‘Fore Ga:.quet Was '




':'.'Z.trmmphantly cry ‘that-at 1ast there hacT becn :Eaand scme. j:'_- -
L 'good reasoti for virginity, But is it'a- valid Teason? “Thati is, -
©U it fnust be small consolation for a girl—like yourself, {or_';-' o
: 'mstancea-—to think that'after:all she couid always rush out -
and. }‘-eip lasso unicorns, ""be desn'e to cap!.are umcorr's s
.:j__t:omparati\'ely mtrequent Whereas e -
L “the e, agreed Evel Iy, dnd seemed to rf:member e
. .-'_'somethmg -"‘\h mt oy th1tlkn15, she added abruptly, WItn.-'__'i S
o the air ‘of. someone. utte 10g A tallsman, couldnt lk.ppen_ "
:'lt couldn’t 1)«355&31) happenf I comd"i b
o “VWihat couldn’t happen " asked “that - fool Mlddleton
Cand broke #itd the. tall w1th Blsa just zs 1 was gomg to o
" maxe an apprcprlate remalk I swore, bu" Evelyn went o '




"r_'E" UNICORN __.MURDERS '

on ;um, no 005a1b1?1ty of mutme poucc wonc If anybod} s S
“to be tripped up, he’s got 16 be tripped. uh by s*reught" S
qiestioning,” Now, lﬂow s that to- b d ne?’ 0 T

“\;VETTP”_ e L . :

l\ndcﬂetan' got aut an envelope ar'd ) pmcﬁ He :}egan_

oW rlte down natmes. - : S

W' re zi pr etty rmxed frg of nat!onahtxcs admnt\,d SR

The oriy thing s for 4S to Cross- quest;t;n edch other. Now, IR

SUpPPOSE SOrHe Dody s playing:a paft? It’s- always stiuck e, 0

from, what I've read, that when they. catch hold of some- .0

body-- in. a becret berwce story- tLey'want to prove i, a' _

1ey 3.1\V'LVS go about. the questioning “in the wmﬂg_ :
.The Spy aiwa*s dfesses up as a Pehfsh travelhnb' '




HE ‘%E CO ’\FD

landish,  The. comic Amencan was 1nvented n Amenca '
- But boﬂ:» bave besa’ turnﬂi into pational ty peb, angd. 'l

' '-_I.take a lot of spade—wom to ropt the idea. out. Anyhow : : =

- take the em;mpie of somebody. pIaymg aipart _her&- _ o
: “In questlon ng, the idea: ‘usually seems'to be tor asi«; ﬂ’g_-.\ o
~“man all about himself, his business and- tamﬂy éonnections,

-_'-;.-_.what Gty ‘he's ‘come’ from and’ what city. he’s. cromg to. -
- Al the things, in short, that- any clever Har- would Iiave'_:
had patand unshap:uble bezoreh:md Agreed P
“Tc a certam ﬁxtenf But What sort of questmns would'




TH_E Umzcozh m-:ﬂ.'ﬁn-zgs-.:-.._--C'.

);"

' "-mstancel And mvseﬁxw—-— A
Elsa. Ioomd reund. in alarm. She 5‘3&;1_- -She_was' not & o

:.““\TO, no‘ dont mean avyhmv hke Lhat I"wa,s
only thinking of oné Tnciance._ Belzeve it or mot, T den’t’ °
even: know' her nusozmas narne. Qup‘“o‘:e they asked mef g
that : ana I ccmldn t answer Sl He *f i3 ow ned; “Inczdentally,_ :




THE __SECG ND. IMP_

_-..-'_saad bruF let s find s gﬁa{:e whew \ae'jcan talk. I ve got the -

gooas on- somehody now, and I-can prove it - .
UHIML knew wher to ask #o- questmr*s._ Ivilddieﬂ'zs

werds ha,d gone un"teard unde the babb!e ‘of the tc.lk 1-1_: j : .
the room. HLM: orly nodded blee’mly at: the ‘cigar in hid® -
. hand, ang fallowed us ot into’ the hall. We: went dow,

ko “the’ d*awmg-room where -\IidCﬂ&tOn outlmed whai i
g -=--.already knew, S g : '

- “Hisa’s nusDa*ld he Wenf: on, ¢ Tis. now at. Mont& Carlo.__:"‘_
~It's mot postlble for there to he a commdenhe Jin mames, S
Somebody haa I}OI'I'OWE'(J. his name——but someone §o u:ahLe S
him that'shie never connected th\. +wo, and she-never KneW"_' L

o .e_noagh French to catch the: ngh‘ﬂ prongnciation 6f the
name when it was. given to- ‘night.’ Once to-rngh_t he: tried.
3. his name, because che & got ' horrible shock




thmgs (.ut I knpw he w s a Iake thx ee ;nmutes affer we:
were - m51de this ﬂla\.e ' :’"hat 8 What’s SO wrong With_ the .
" house; why'. it has 0o r\,a?nty, 10 persmahty, d’ye see, no
'__f heing. aved in, It's only a shell;-or may‘*e ought
) % vay iheatre. ior a w'hoie elabcra’ce, Tummy,’ erazy-fool
comiedy, pu+ on by one.man's: desme for the qper*mcula
Only we. can't give dAndrleu avway. S
“Can’t give him. away? - ‘Nhy?”’ - SR
' “Beuuse he's.the real Gas*on Gasquet said"ff.'*\l
ﬂ&ddmg as he blew another ting. “And- it’s his show,” ..
- Middleton, with'a witless e:xprecsmn on’ H:s face g oaed__ g
bemn 'hm for a chan: I also ;omd. Gne wie bnth neededf '




H M wthped up hzs nead;

- '__-mlled #* he: roared “Yes, yes, kno’m_ It buits' Wil you' -

’ -';;nehe&e meif ¥ say thére wasn't one mﬂhontn Lha.nce that -
© he’ d_get hurt, and that zt Was. mu-:h safer for him'to prae
nd ' to be Ga quet? T was. trym to get }um what h
anted and help him: alar‘g E?eryﬁkmg was i oEdle
The case might- have been over uy now But Flamanﬂe

" burn his. soul-—i’ ‘He knocked lns fists a,gamsb his temples
g __'_"'“T he plam truth of me bLSlHBbS is that Flamande was toa .

smart for both of us.” :
' ‘_‘But ‘Vho ﬂ'le dev il was thie fehcw, 1f he Wasn t Gasquet ?
And who 1., . you'say d’Andlzeu is: really Gasquet A
"Yes An'l ‘this whole . busmmas was planned for oty
beneﬁt Naw 11ste:1, and I’il ‘try to tear some. layers f




"NICORN MUR ERS

"_ﬂle show 2w ay wzth an awzui bat’g : S
- “Think bacL{, now. We all walke d in. there We said
'nothmg at all; we didn't have the chance, Y‘Je were all -+
mddy; we were “all bvlousl} a part, of the same party,"
and“'fnc‘ plane was wrecked & good quarter-mx}.c away T romjf
this naase In L. 1, when e sic,rted rﬁscu sin’ the accident,
I acc:deniaily ‘taiked in such a \vay abcut the p:!o‘r and. _
crew of that plane that it lTlL.Eat have. beén” taken for .
- granted. that. you and Evelyn and I “had travelled on'it.”
Yei; with ziot a word said, @ Andrien taras round to me
Cand 52y, You and your fnenda were -101: aboard the--".

piaile then? el Co
.“Lads, that was!am awfui Ss.lp of tiue tongue. How ith
the- name of sanity: did _he know- Ve, hadn 't been aboard




vhat & ﬁcod o 1gh; tnat brougﬂt o

Cimt Ti is pasteboard house, w1th its queet owner and n~ .
“uged rooms, begins!to look: very much like: an ela’oﬂrate_

Lirap, "'Elaborate,_ ress but it's wo*th a‘l ih tnmﬂh_nv”
if t_he,r_ i1l shafié Fiaman&e‘ L RS
Wl how afe they goin’ to do thls?' V\’hat’s the va’me ?_

_ -’__Before we go on to that, fet! s moake sure it s 2. game._ i
We come into ‘the piace, and what harpens ? Just as soon
'as we're all inside, _er‘ced and _n'ned with beauuiul -

"._chothness, down goes the catisewsy.’ Now, it's tog: tuch-

to agsume. the’ causew-a) acted for’ irself. . But it sorrebodw'
-cut its pins, whe was the somenody 2 W ould- you take one
:]ook gt that wood and-stofie aifau', and. 1rnag‘1ne that a;
v151tor ovt of the plzme, one oL oar ‘crowd, _pcu‘ld ha




-m '

W’Ab PE?TURBED

TS Ramsden clemanded rathcn querulcausly
t 3unp 50, ::onfound it Youall look as though you

nrer'e' guilty.. By the way,: Mer nvah,, Andrien is lodk- -

{'img for. “you. He says he's got. fur’i:her proof and he's -
'very anious o show }Gh that Iettel he got was feali}__




"reason _too why ‘he hopped on F owler Tay othef wards,
N _Cnsquets masqﬁarade has gone bust, Resides, I don’t seé
S any. reglreason why Ratrisden should he nsed aa staiklﬂ" )
"~ hotse by the French. govern'nent SOCITIE o
smden: stared at Bia. “Tve waz _ed a Iong TR
said,; with terise and’ szmster calmness, “fo hear seme sense
n this aﬁan" WIH yo‘:, “at Img Iast condescend to- .
‘Le:.r-«-———- '“;” - : o i B
CHM. d*d s0,- ;azlpnc ng't'hc "other g 'plotbsdn 5&195
_ “You e saymg " insisted Ramsderx, when he had got-'-" :
'-'.his brea'th, ‘that Gasquet lumseif {or’ dA'Ldrieu) Wwrote -
. that first Flamande fetter, saying bIe.mancie was golng"".

LES

Ry wreck tne phn“ o




wl‘ch a forged Tette** purpc;*tmrr to come f":rm hlrI‘SE f L
He's rnadr' ‘suspicious; and then— RN S
" “Ho ho ho,” said H.M, his' face split wzth a faﬁtastiy.' o
noihty “%na then whatf Is Flamande gomg to Sing ont, .
_._.r:éu re a. Izar, I never wrote that letter,) (o &' Ancﬂ'ieu s:___:' '

_ ou-caly conmder it UreLty pro ab‘e he wn’tl ¥l
make-'ii_im' ;‘51'1spi s, of course; bt wﬂi Gt ke hzm--:

‘stspicious oE dAndr*eu? Dld it maice yomﬂ suspﬂovs of
‘Andrien? The ety ctraigatfonvc.rineas of the bum- o
" iess. woula divert suspicion, especially 23 Flamandc mﬁ'._-- L

oe'Iookmg for Gasquet ‘aboard the. plane‘_ e -
-_.Yet yeu dalm o said '\fflddleton tlﬂoufrhtfml},, “‘chat 1t_' "




} THEURIFS

T somehow ] mus‘ have walked' itito 2 trat) he’li_ m:ed aTlf
his: wits'to’ keep from’ ﬂakmg a%y Slzp PR
¥ Which he chdn’t.” ' SR :
‘Winch he didn’t curse lum? rImnph Second amra*l-
ager. t e eﬁ' ecton Fla,mande § vanity. We kriow. his vat
5 -Jret*y wel} qwollen to - burstmg we kiow how He
-k mded a poor tuppemly comms wmrg who ventmed to
o sneer at hlm So is he gonw to let. this pass? D’Andrzeu
g cDrrecﬂy leasens t at he wont The questzon is,: xuli 1115




~able to take care of hmseu,” b smd “’But i._t’s take the: "
'-_'busmess from ' the hagmnmg D’ Andrieu. (Iets call him S
" that .10 ‘keep ouf names: straxght) has borrowed: the vame -

: a.nd tme chateau of f‘le rea, d’Aﬂdz fett, whce Lvea. & '”\»Ionte"'-:_: .




s ._-tendengles and shes a'mce Iookm-.-nyrﬁph bufn me b it

By the way, - thase books in the rooms should_ o

i:eld- you somet}nnﬂ.;

“T J_d us: what, J.D'l' Tnsfance ?” S

Tald you with stroag repetition’ that e ‘wasn't what
~he pretcnded to ‘be, “Now here 8-a feller so fasﬁuious, an&
" with such.an eye for {ancy denil, that he even puts out -

-.':._.becislde baaks a.nd makes ‘sure of satiric titles. Fe knows
. .-.':-_m advance, even from the Gasquet-letter Wh:zch he Wt
- v himgelf, that aearly all his. ‘guests will be elthe; Engllsh o

- Americad: . He "himsel{ speaks remarkable quhsh-—-m
.fact, when he gets excﬁ,ed and- forgets the rdle hes.'-__--
supposed 10 play, he. revu‘ses the usuai procedure by




‘_'zponﬁ'MUQDEas Lo

i we.can puzzle ﬂ: ou+ ¥ oz.;'were she ueglnmncr _Ra‘nsden
Yo'u were to be the. ctakag«horse _ '

' 'Ramsden s face wore a faint srmle He dug ‘ms he.il&S’-
-_1z'=to" ‘the packets of his bagay coat. as though he were’
" efvmg attack. Fe; Iooked at the' ‘ixe, 1oaked baac at I—I My
and ‘gave ad mdetermnate nod o :
' '::“Was 8 he sald - o . =
“Oh, we' re Just sithin’ “aind” thmkm, you. understand
) _ets say you were travdhng horie thy ough Prince; let’s
say the French pouce and: also t‘ne Quai. d‘O*saw were
;given a. qmet request. to laok after you, beeause you had
samethmg V3 lua.bxe on. your ‘persom, and yoit're one of -
these mdepnndent beggars who won't heat * of am*'..'




__make the ¥ ole tnmg oﬁ‘icxai -3 I~1 {c.Ct faﬂ to. see bcr
- théy co.ﬂd very Wei )
.-consent o

_W.ZI.S crcnr*g fo happcn to- mgbt ehr” He t:o 131&@1’&(1 agam. -
“Well, there’s one thing I'll he prodc.ecl into-§a ﬂng AVord -

‘of. ‘honour, the. things that have been going on i tms'-'_.
T_ac\, to- mght are a8 much of 2 sur] prise to me as to-—an:,

'me'Goon R P
“My guess ? COHtmuf‘d rI M 1s Lhat two membe’rs 3QE'_




NICORW M

run into. a trap, W"ule ori'a. covcmment n*abs;on {}f sume X
F ehcacy, to catch S cr1m1r1a1 whicse doings were moste of
our busmess T ask you; n now | ‘Would even Squfy s;a:ld '
; 'i_zng Tike t‘xau? He d talk to the Pc}retgn Off

. 'lbsoL.iLely refiise’ to: touch of . sanction it. Tne el
'woulrl be recalled. Oniy, dye sée; they’d ahcaay started
':'an thezr bhnd orders and nohody knew where o reg.ca_ e

1

i *ha* does Gdsque’r doP nght says h(: Vc 12 omlt
_ e -Bntzsh agents altagcther. drop ‘e :mct tell ek
-"ot}ung‘, but we'll 2 t‘xrough mth the sc‘me*ne ;Lst the ) !_




_ "ré."}’.i'rﬁ:elf that glve us the L.ey One 15 ‘the - unknawn
_fﬁTler the 't - who wag. murdered after He had led ig. -
¥: G "ncm he was Gasqnet Wno was’ he and why did he

“You mean,” ? said §Ramsden mal*cmusly “why did you

ersuade } him. to-le? Tethered kids! Yot don't figed 1o
sé' Tough on hunters who set out tet}'med mds to be '
.-s'Iaiughtéred, Yo'_u':_did_'_it'.jr.ouijscli.’-’ L
©H.M. becaine very: quiet.” I
; “Do you ho'wstly think that . he asked in & curious;.'
'*'--.'vmce, - “Huimgh, yes. T darf: say you got reason tb::
7}Bum me, why cant you 56€ 4 ..lttle farther ‘into this




-_"TI-:E UNICORN M"Uknzka

. rﬁ’d been o hthe wmsper of seme kma in yedr
ear.’ Then why did you. risk lettin’ yom*self in for TE
'f'Look here, you wcre entrusted to bring the umwm to'_' _
- Londtn, hey?. You ve acknowiedgecs that 2. SR
- “Qulte.’_’ 5 Jie i R e :
““And, what waz..ld you asnmaw as bem t.m”wcrtb uf TR
:that rave aninal ¥ 000 T : SR
i Ramsden I’esrtate& Thén he 'chuc}ded ‘nght you .
Lare)” he sald ina aOIl'lEWhE" different voice. “I've had -
:f enough of my cwn private mysmﬁcatlon eh? The whole - L
oonfounded huqmess w11l be in the newspapers £O-MOrTOW,
‘ou’want to know. about its value. In importance, that”
al is wor’rh literally a ;cmgdom In mere monetary




“Géii n-k : saxd _a v_uiﬂe'--across'the room, m _
0*‘ teil it to everybedy?” - o e _

.o The door. was- slaimned s‘m‘c and we. were 1ookmg at; -

3 '._._f‘le ‘ool eymical, buk no lenger amiable face of Jhe
'”._detuctwe'Gssquet who calied h,mselx d’Aﬂdﬁm. B




E—IE &10% C)F THJ:, UwImR;f}*:.

rI M Gmn: £ guaty ‘-‘12"11 “ mt’b torn 1L,”_ he adm ied
Sorry, sofl, - I'm afraid we Emga}t ourueives and tdlked
with conisiderable frankness L ST
Tad Andneh s appearance there was no_chinge, e*cceg,t'
tﬁat he had’ lost his dc}ddermg gaitrand his’ slow speech.
e;was as zmmaculate as Mephm*op‘mehaﬂ as ever, but not,




N the {,duai 'd Oraav say:., Vw ould I rruncl taktng pa1t in ahut‘ B

. pol e tfap to C&a.ch Flamande, of which: ! can't. hear ar;y_ .
- detgils? <He warns me, all fair. md square,’ ‘that. W, hl*eha}lj
may notlike it He relies on my sense of cusseduness, and,” -
said: Ramséen with candowr; “m mstmct for a: bloody
_ __.--gcﬁd row. T- smd I dida't mmu Ana Pﬂre I am But as
| edor the unicorn LT T S e
B ’\I scowmd ‘Y es, 1t’s a wmked nmze we re treadm
St snd all, T dow't think you ought to feel so uips
- You've got Flatmande cor nered even if you dant know' B
_.f'who he'i is. He's here, shut up cfi this 1513.!1& w1ﬂ1 no wav =
. ot A.t*d he’s got to ‘he one of ws.. If necessary, you “cari
always shove- The thle Iot o£ us mto clmk T was' goin’ .




HE U “‘ IC C'R _'-'M m-z DL RS

-hanule 'r’ You’ll have apop%xy in a mmute. S _
_ ’Andrleu spoke shiarply. There wa,s some;bma m zu«s_-r
voice that made me even more uneasy. : i
O the comrdry, U anr telling the truth, In this c:afe -
: ‘appens to be vi aliy important.. Yes; yes, T know ke
stumbled on my. identity., What thea? Was that difficult? -
_ 'Wéa it mtended to be, (’ﬂfﬁcui*? By aecident, my 11161’1&._:.__._:
& Andri I&h s wxfe turned ups—-" He snapped his frigers. e
__""‘l"e peiiit is. that on the matter of the - Gaﬁquet ‘mpostor'_- o
.he can cona:der hlmself rez;pms;ble fora wman's death: 1t-'_
is'hot Jikely that T can now: consider dny of 1115 S;ggestmnz .
s carrying much welght I am not trying 1o be nsuitn . :
iy friend; I Wlsh mereiy 1:0 make myseif cles.r, And it




T _reputatlon ‘For shrewdness I‘hat random guess was

vair,able, bﬂcausc 1t suggnsted somethmg practrca.z to me

_ more thaﬁ a nonsensical gaess sitice the Iatter rart A _ff :
whiat he said miade nonsense, But the first part. of f—1v.
K _-'r_.W'ha.i is. t}‘e Wﬂpon that is ot a- plstol and not a dagger,’ .
and yet. At he same time is bot_'l ? That one gr&m 0{ truth
. showed . me, Can you yead, that rlddle ior me, genﬂ'
o -men ,» o .

o “T __;shouldnt bc surpnsed . sa,zd “-IM “Whefe’d__- }eu




THE UNICORN MLRBERS'" '

' hesjtat ed _Hﬂ:glanced at H M H IVT seﬂmed grcmng o
: :_'ﬁnd the right words : o
-_“Lasten, s.cm, he said at }ength and in a iow, heavy s




1 :“E‘ia‘iﬂ}‘-, : sa1c1 dAndneu w1t11 gmve attentl' ;
: 'dﬂ you reaﬂy thmk that any pr ogreas can’ be attamed by-'_'_-

whether thas is supposed to be. ]be an e}xamp*e of. qmcx

o __'_repar‘cee, or ﬂrhe’cl er ezther of you as trymg 0. prove._i et

- somethmg P

- “Teap prc:ve somethmg, as you wﬂi see,”_ d’AIldueu
o qazd “Wﬂl you coméin?’ . S e
f'.____I-Ie turned t&wams ‘the door, towards the ﬁve peopie

. ._:_whc' compiﬂted our group. ‘What they. rhight kuow, or

| gliess oW, I could not tell bﬁt they must ha.v_e felt the‘_._'-




'I‘HE "U"r‘zcc "53m URLDR

.soxtly He was. so sure of his wcrds that he coald arrarge- ;

-I".:and relish- them like & (ies:gn ‘As tnougl automatzcdly,-

' -'_-he was mmmg auc{ bowmcr i & quéer, tense WaY ;80 that -
+homghﬁ less of an ac*or than a ‘umbier braunff Ihmse?f
; apectacular stunt He went. o, mih 2 Lmd cu._-

mu\.h that wa carmot go mto 1 now. BLt [‘:ﬁztmns nave} -

hanged vaiue:», bay e aItered and I hax«e founri the hom'f

.

‘W’ f'lat the leli’s aII LhIS = d&:ﬁmndéﬁfi{a}';&a;d,' mld'ﬁ_....




g1y

“Sorry, sn- he' sau{ perfunctomv ' ‘-.Yeu wme sa.}mcr “”'.
YT was aaymg that. h&ve taken ovér the investigation
m Drder to avoid ‘more imfortunate mlstakes by—otx -
o Engu.sh frxend Mernva}e.’.’ ' He paused Let us. leok at

’We nawe, to “all a.-::coauts, an- abscluteiy 1;:!*3(:551!31&’
'3_cr1rne At is not ‘1np0::31b16 we saw it “happett;. a.nd the
: "':.:'appucatxon of 10g1c, wzthout Ioose ‘Ways of thmxmg, W i3 D
_.'ena.:rle s fo see how. There is this. benefit: tous, there 1s___'_ o
; _'-.;even thiy a,dva.ﬂ*age in‘an fmpossmic crimes that, once
S have achisved an explana‘cmn, it is the only possxble'
o expianatzm Tt wou 1d bea. 10g1cal fallacy to sa}, that ﬂ’ere' '
'Zcould be two expanations 1o the 'mpomble R S
“@h lo"e-a-dr.,dc,’? breathed H ‘VI “’\To, no ca_ '*y >




. -_'-there woutd 11ot have heen. time for a mmde: or mdd..n--
,behmd the tap.,sny to ua.ve piut:kcd out 4 wez-.pon wedffed '

er_dléton had a good V’F‘W 0:[ the w‘wle Iandmv W:th tne_ L
*{"epuun of ‘a few Teet np. from the ﬂoor, a,nd Wou!d ha“e :
seft any: murderer wha ventuzﬂﬂa out. o s
“And that very word " ‘exception’ shows us. that We Ldo

not igve an. mpomble sz‘"uatmn ‘ot thére. woild be ncr-_'_'_‘-:.
cxceptlma There was onlyone place that'w asnotin v tew:

. the mtreme mwer part of the laridn*g i‘hele;aic, sinee B
everythmg else is m‘poaszb‘ we are. reduced to the Toglcal- -
certainty that the murderer mu& have beeq there.”

: "'icr, whoqe asaurame ss_eme.d ic b\. gmmng edch




: ;____.'heavaer and miore sohd *han_ €3t s o
.- awas abeodt eleven mt:hes 1ong, ma.de of :.alzd stee. except R
LY dor thé-;,wocden grip; and must hiave weighed four potnds. :
 "But o buliet or, mfssdu could e fired from i the muzzie- :_
. was. ﬂarged and ‘in’ the opening of the’ ba1 rei we could -
. gee.a sharp’ circle which " looked like the’end. of ' yod -
‘medsuring. about 51x~51xteenth5 of ‘an- mch in. d&meter
- DlAndrien, with a quick wrench, broke the ‘bérrel open )
L mde*vayq near the’ Breech. . Inside there wis what lcoked Dl
- -"-hke EE chamber to conf;am ohe! cartr:dge, set aga.mst a
A poweﬁul spting mechanism in the barrel, 0
© “Vod recognise it7 This ”_.Sald dAI‘id"leti iS" u.he
' btﬁ!_:ﬁ:her.’s'._Hmnax € Killer of what'ig-called the captive -beit
ety ¥ It has supefseded the pcle—axe By iaw,

1 tbar quentTy $:
m‘lcr pprm'cd by the Royal Society :fo he
+Ies ¢fffolencyand: prwer {)obe
skml whpllo 1:{ hich isiahe




'THW U’h(‘om\* MURDT‘RS :
avclboard‘ box' It ccnta'neé v;hat res\,mblﬁd very hgbt';.
_---"r)lank cartrzdges, ené of which he =Iapp9d mi:a the b"eech,}'-:'
.+ snapped the matol Sl‘lui rd Dullea out a army-c: atch at -
the'rear. -« - L e
i The 'K cartndges,- ‘ne a&ld “Thev Che R vsad ‘ur thie
"arde’si sauﬂs, fike those of, bullacxs. Thf.y seem very __
__ght, itds ‘the sprmg mf,ch“msm, a{ caarse, w}-zclw does N
111e work.: So——" S SR L R SR
Dottt crxed Elsa, who was huh-ag e haac a;,amstf-"

-_‘.«Ilddieton and ahmost sareammg She put hes hands gver '
her ears. _“I w.,ll nat ska} You shomd not say su: thm,;s‘ o




_o-_F, 'I‘_=.H-E _UN‘I\,ORN

HThis” szud Ha.vwald whose “fade ‘stooll. ont palhd,.-.,:'__
" and 1ea-mott1ed “looks hke busindss: ‘Don't stall Us nowt

) : }'-,--Quzt the acting! Where'd you gnt "he thng? Where d you A
ﬁnd it? Whose is 1t?” ' :

. i Andrxeu paid no attenum 1 gla.nced at’ Fowler, who\'i
'StO(ld Wlth his’ shou‘dc.r; hamped and-a bright bl.nd glitter:

" " his eyes, drawmg in quick . breaths at has cigarette wit!

S .oub ialxmg it from-his mouth:’ He did not; spea_k Then I;'_"f-'
o IOQI{Ed at H.ML- 50 ‘did d'Andrieu:” o
“Ang’ you agree, sy friend ?” d’Andﬂeu asked hnm '_ _
: “Oh yes.? “ELM. shool his head duliy. - T niean; that.’
"wag the weapon ﬂght ensugh Point i is, how de you think -
WES - u:.ed?‘ Tha.t gun has to be held dzrectly a,gams.f the'_-'_-.

'Lrpose to explam N‘o

i3t el b quiet,”. sam d A'ldﬂev turnmg and Apea




MURDER.;_-,-_..:? IR

. “Cmssder Ccl-l'l an_y wmless here actualiy SWear . that_ )
'he or’ ahe saw. a ‘wound ‘in that man’s - face aefore he o
: --'Lmbled down? No. What was scen. A person who -
natity j’tureTy put his ha*adg ‘befére his face, screamed, ard. T
_é' same time mxssed his” motmg a5 he- WaS ‘aboat to B
‘take’ the first. s:ep tle stumb;er. g -.__;-:._Why Omaovsiy} o
___b'mus"e of somethmg he saw:down on the landing. Put " -
- big'hands hefore his face and screamed .. . why? ? Obyi<
'_'-_'csusly becau':e he saw, down on that I;m{hr‘g, his ntmy"'; -
' 'Aqd in his enemy 8 naqd was what he thouo'n* to bean '
crdindry heavy dutomatie, being' aimed at him then, 0
CWhat happened is. tolerably clear, I“iamunde wa.s.-
..md that-tapesfry, waltmg for hiS quarr}r to. co*ne down




-+ dodged behind the'tapestry.. A "-"'consmlermg the mpxmtv’_'- S
" with which af actual pistol could have Been ysed) the work ~
. of not miore than three.seconds. In the third second, Mt.
i _.:Fowlpr Thad- run o ‘the top of the ctalrs -and by liis. own
-testimony What fhd he see? He saw ‘e tacestz,y agztaua
_ 5-the cead ‘man rolled past whzch ‘e’ attributed o the -
a da&d man’s ha‘nng seized it. But it was' actua’lv the move- !
.;mcm mide by Flamande i in dodging aside.” .- _
- The thmg was. brilliant, and it was possible; and 1. ...
“believed - it But the expianatmn Was. broken short as' s
'-'.:;"Fowler Tumped forward L e
Y1 yod behewe that ” e, sald ‘and his mc}utl* was so' _
-"-_dry tllat the garette stuck o 1t e bumt hls ﬁngers_ txy? :




"'_Tﬂn UNICDRN 'MURQERS

. _-You wish o know wh‘o he. xs and what he C&llb himselt -
< With pleasure,. He dtands . . . there.” o B
i And then this brilliant fool, With a gesbme strmght out
of ‘the Grand Guignol, turned round and bowed towards -




| THE AN SUSPECTED

i _'.an 2 second or two T co .ﬂd uot even thmk of. the tusines

Ciaza joke.” It was a plain matter of this thmcr benﬂg beyorxd"-:._'ij:;

“comiprehension, like the first shiodk of'a motor-smagh, No.. -

" featyre of dAndrlPus face was’ ‘clear before me¥. the -

: Hooked nose, the. clipped- beard, the. gleam " oi trlumnh' :
all: moved a.nd wavered 1ike Amages in water. In a wa
Was hke'bemg ha.zled in the street b'y a comp]ete‘stranger{




""COIT.N MURDER

_ _ 2 enjoymv lm-aselﬁ S{} yeu ﬁ“’l’c P he
'mquired “Well let us argie. the rnat‘ter - Hptle, " Yo
see, T have not onl t}us evidenice’ I éan prc've Lha* you- .
'.were the; only pGI‘SOT} zn thls house tu»mght who Lou‘d o

5 .31, looimdi’_:
SRS -_as thﬁ 1gh he were ROt sme whether he ought to gw-m or .

'_-swear " ' e e
“I been afram o thls,’f he saud “Bum ?mé. 'I bcen_'

ydu or mstm one Word in ymn' Ghrectmu, _I{.erz He :-5.':
nted his diamatic eﬁ‘ec’: net to be' spoaled _ oak here; .




H ’1011 s&e, pursm.d’._.-d Ardrleu,' “1t Was - ‘-"'11- jPenry

o ."Merrwale in wi at it would grieve me to cell. his senile .

"'_dotage who gave you the oppor’cunﬂt"y to- do whﬂt moody_'._ :

o -_!-"'efse cowld ave dome. He has been most helpfl to you

_ 1= .”Now Iook at this-gun. Tt welghs four
: .psirda and it is of. enormou.s size. A persm ab &’ fim

S 'o*’ ‘excitement wher' nobody looked at him with any carf:,

" might ‘have concealed ‘it under his coat for a a wery: few_'

T -_moments Now lmger It Would be. auparent to the miost "
" casual '\bserver it wr‘uid have to be got rid of: 1mmed1ately'_""" '

: "-'5__j_aftar the murder, or 4§ soon as couid be ma.na.ged w;tlmut:.
attracting. attentmn “Bat who could have ot rid of it?. o
_ “’)urvng every mc-ment af the tithe after we dzscov&




.'gq}5=- , 'HE U\ICORN MURD&RS _

©This gave hnn the _epportuni‘y to do mg thzngs. Fzrs+ he" S "
“concealed the pistol. Then he pui a pottable typ»wnter o
anckr his.coat; - and, since it was not distingnishable i in the

darlmess, _11e humed dcwn the gallery and entered ... .. L
“where? _.‘;Fhe linen-closet, yoit recall; where Merrivale'and =
“{ wére standing. You will remark that we three weredhie
~only ones who- ventured 1i1a1de that hnen—c’f{}set? Ves, .
'E‘cactly When the typewriter was put dowi,; he was ab;e"f-_ SR
to drop h1s note . o where"‘ Just- outmde ﬂ’e door” . o

CEven H.M. blmked a little st this, As {or me,. to say B
hat I was gettmg the- breeze up s to put it mnulv. For o )
: (thcugh I sl chd not dock af thut ‘silent  group, whose .
‘breathing was now. 've*y at.dlble) I glam.ed at Ramsdhu._'_:
garding ine’ e 'ouslv, as thougq-somedmxg WErS '




.__-_'d’AaJneu‘_ '”Xou il be tnmkmg of- those mud-stains

‘o the wzndow-sﬂl where yout climbed back-info the house.
: .'Evezyone upstairs, changed his shoes before the: mm-der,
.. :since nobody tashad an oppmrtumty to do sosince, Every-
. _Dody has dean snoes v except of coat se, yourse:f Yo__'

e .._cud not charrge

“1 only brought an- O\rern:g‘nt ba,g, T sa';d and cha'a t'-
have At exta‘a pzu’“ ith m\, Othermse-—-_ R
#Otherwise,” beamed Andl iea, “you- weuid have
- chancred whén o were sent down to your room after the
ﬁashhcht’ ? “Come, I am glad to hear that | My old- iriend,’
my- unseen fmnd L.am: glad tosee that yon SLppiv the
S gaps: in our knowleage a.nd “accept 1t in -that spirit. of




THE UNICO‘RN _MURDERS

a false. bcttom in my. valisé, nor.are ‘there any rabbrcs in
my hat: 1 ask again, do you believe it, Ramsden? -

Haywar" 's queruious voice rose with a kiad of yelp L
"Well, -
eiranded.
“talking, sre you? Th's is the Dattiest buncﬁ T ever got-ittd |

ut the cuffs o bim®” o 0 T
Do you: beheve it, Ramsden m '
: “Oh shut up,”. ‘«Tlddieton smd t, Ha} Ward I‘Te Iaohed -

B jarmn, and th*re s no der'ymg i, But agams’: 1y

- far Beneve. 1t or nct, Tam mﬂ Fl;nnaﬂcie There ig motg_ R

swhat are yod all going. to- do hau* #P he i
“You’ re not just going to lef hiw. :»t'md ’d"eri—‘ o

":Suppoce he. makes 2 break for 1t'° Al ef’t: you gemg tg___

'at me cunousfy, cluckmg his tongue, . “Biake, .my lad, : '




o _wnat’s known as an. ahbx I:"[e was W1th e, Am, H3 you :
' ..__be'Ievc all. vou say; it would I’ave to mean I was an .-

o _3.CCOI’I'1P11C\, wouldnt W

A mmrzea looked at ler not mﬁcmdlm
Yot {
- l_da regard ycu as an acccmph ce, and I have regard 'd vou

o as ab aCCOl‘l’lp]lC& all & evening.”

L S0Oh, my. eye,” groaned H. Ni “That’s done 1t SD sbes

. ZFIamaHde 3 beau :Eul slant—e}ed mlsfress he}, hid ho
;pmches the plans from Cabinet 1\’Umstera? Burr' me:, _sen, '
. bt accordin’ to-you J been guilty of some very: mmmy

.-'-".benakur io- mghtf Why don't yott malxe 3 clean swnep g
of it and shave us. a;l m cimk e o '




1940 - THE UVICORN MURDERS

el e s

o second

up elirtly. S
L ‘\fmnsxeur?"’ s'aad A.uguste,
“I_ --\"_:Slr Henfy Megrwai _
‘eabl. pohtene.-:s, ._“stwu;d feel it -incumibent on. hmbeﬁ to""_ -

‘ ';place l“Im unrler . Ts that clear
“No, Tm aamned If hyil stand ot tl"mf”' % Wledf'.

arr}"ng *hmgs oo far b T _ . .
i5 point. I feit that someb\,dv_ Oi*ght_: 0 call for'_' "

:_reaky Mf If you 11 let n:e teh you what o r‘o, _;u st ffaif a o

R "Sergeant AlTa:Ln,” saad d’Andr‘eu, and dfew 711mselt o -

d _Andl.'leu Lal\l hlm “‘,1}.}1 -

;-m*ertere any further o; auggebt courses for ug; yuu ar& ' T

--Rumadeﬁ, as. T;‘M uprose like a volcano to suggest s real L
 course;, “Sit dmvn, Mertivale! As for 301.1, Gasquet tﬁat gL




L -he :ws:;:‘aa.rls.ed1 that i shaH take pleasure m a '_ _
- -do you wish to se.y?” o o
ML ant & {:hance to clear myself thats aﬂ’ :

S - “You still deny it} You are challeriging me"agam?.-
s .Very el .._;S*r George Rams.len Yen told us eartie

L this evenmg thqt you couId festify to the identxty oi ﬁn
- wan. Are you suve yoi can estify to it tow?” -

o “l\&o Im fiot,” tephed Ramsden, and the ground wc:rit;_.
.:--'from under my fest, -

w0 ii-He stood stmddle—legged hefore h1s ﬁ;e, hls head down _

RS He. seemed trying to grope and. pound towards the. truth y'
wzth his. piston vestures, while on- h;s face there was oniy' '

L newxlde*ment “He ‘spoke’ grufiy. - S :

“he msa.sted “I thmkf—n_a, blas




-"_"*_N ICORN' MUR DERS

'."everybcdy'm-St Jaznesa 1 swear to. iy 1dmtm the*af'_:-'

at I8, who sat down again, quieily, “and. was 28 wooden
4s ‘thouglht he heard nothing ; but there was a famt twitc:ﬂ_ e
houtt .1"_3-;eyehd ’\-’i’hich I could tior 111terpret.-': SR
HYour defence, FlesMro Blake pmmpted':
Andneu, in 'z tone th'u: stung like’ thc devil -

._.__.assumptmn that - Thid behind the tayestry, _cim bed ouc :

'Havward s wmdow T here seefis 1o be «omet}qu you've
: overloolced If I chmbcd thr m,gh ti:at mndow, as you Sa} s

wras - still 4 smiall “mdtter 6f 2 murder cbarge -1 glanced. -

_ “Rivnt!” 1 Sald “'I‘nis {oohshness 15 2l }}abed o tne

f, the w;ndow, _ancl chmbed b.da:;{ in. again through- Mel




P"‘CTE

one ge*tmg at:iwn *o busmess “About th.’t you asked me.
No; I didn'’t see- you come througn the room but 1f t‘l-:,-“v
_pu’t me wider cath couldn tswear. ‘whether you did ar you
< dide’t. Understand, T'd tarned. out . 1 amp Just.about &-
"seccmd before 1 heam that | screan S
{a*ned out your lamp?* -
- .“1 u_ re “thie one Whos supposhd to be ancwermg ques-
- tions;” he correc’ced makmg a Iittle c1-*cle with the cigas: g
Bt you might as well ask What you can’and: get.the s
| i benefit. ‘Turned out my lamp, yes. Nothing funny aboutl;' _
- .;_=:.1.ha.t Tiwas: going down to the' bgthroom, ad then T was .
- going on dowrstaits.- IusL after I turned it out, I hear& o
- that yell, "1 stood there in the dark’ wondering what to do—
_;aﬁd B0t £eehng aﬂ} too good, I ca.n tell }cm I wanted:




."'-T:Etz '_L« NICOR\* MURDFR\’; -

our. host "‘It w111 serve us’ adnurabiiy at! 'c11e Dala:s cl«;_-

" Jastice when he is tried. Then you can 't swear the atnobody .
-.came out of the room behind yoa, and ran towards the .0

stairs as though he were coming from his own room ¥
I have 21 unpressmn that nabod v fhd mmdf"
;Hay‘ward ra::.s'ng oiie ﬁ*wer.. Ll

the- wmdow, cmssmcf the mom, and ccmmg out Lehmd”-

Joud 5 PENEREIE
“N' ﬂo, not necessarﬂv The storm Was ma,kmg a gaocl'_:_

zﬂsm"'ed S

' “Your- mpresmon, Mr ‘Hayward, w111 suit the Iaw._ E L
CeYer 1 said “youldn’t you. have hpara se'nebcdy, cvm-;_.'_ N
if you didn't. see: mm? Foatstepc? bamebed; opemns__.'-_




= '5<=e, I have plans for youl ’icu wxh be in Pans f:y day« o

..'_-hgh‘" S will Jour- cha“mmg co;league, Miss Cheyne.” 7 -
oM M who had been Yery th.lE:t, S’Hi“led I saw that e

_ \-'wmtever plan | he had been” .ummg avet Had b"(’.ﬂ wretked.
D by this annoance"nent ‘and it struck my'own mcohe" at

'..sthemes w1th an ugly shocn; of despalr

L T might knownm—-—l ? boomed H M
N . “You mlght have known, of course,’ acrreed d*r&ﬂdneu
o Who was aﬁ'ablp again, “that we should rever-have thought :
of af rangmg fhis little trap without a Way cut of i, We
even have a-car. Very shortly L'ean pretmsq, Miss Cheyne__.'_
and. M F Iamande Lodgmgs of a rather mOTe. Austere. kirid
tha:x tbese, in the’ quest' ning- c,acres Son the Quax des -




'{V I

Lzms WILL PROSP‘?R

.="\1Y stock was ¥ 1smg Th:s 1afst bzt of evzdgnce, 1f I could
*back it up, mlght weight as heavily as that damnmﬁf pzstol o

Ly absmce ‘fror the group; and the muddy- shogs. Byone .- :
of. e mexplicahie swings ‘of cmmon wbtch are as m- L

: lculable asa’ roulette wheel popular aympathy seeh‘ d to - ]



11 .\.f.ildﬂt suspect that the old fe:r{ ohit not;

-'.___-'entuely lost his- legs 2 be said, and’ frowned, . “Ydu-‘
_ m:ght be up to 2 krlck or two. " But g give: Yo tne. o
7 benefit of the aoubt and t"lmk that you are now amena

- #o"good sense. Bec1des, 1 fail tosee what you,could do
He' cnur:kled V. ask how 1'-: plan: to Jeave hnre, w1t-_
my. przsoners? A collal,mbk bu(.ge of a1my«eng:neerm,, .
attern. Joseph and Jean-Baptiste will be at work onit
" ‘shortly. In sbout half an’ hour the river. WII be: ru:vn*lgf
'._-'.aneoﬂaly enoLgh to irisk laying i down

Wit “your pnsoners"‘ crxed Hayward -_-"Hev, holf‘ 3
" onthers! “What about this ‘business of the W'ndow ? Ever}
'hody adm.ts he was, runmng flom tll" other ena af t‘w;







: '_:'-1*= damned grateft.l for your 60d . wmhes but wauld yau';-_'
- mifd. not: trymg ta- give” me any “mare ass’s’carce? Every;--.
© tirge sommody tries to give.me & he parg hand back I go '
":'-d»eper into the soup’ -

o M:{.dl_c‘_' sworp ‘:Ya '

. ":“Vv’hsch rmgh‘f }ust as vﬁ:'eli ave heen Mr, Bl




..2'64_:__' THE UN*CORN MURI}ERS

o ¥y gan ﬂns cmzy cansplracv turncd Ty ¥ :
- “Those are my thmgs 7.1 said, “b*tt i""s not m\f b‘lg " v
\-"Mme Wwas a‘black . wall, so*ne Llri(. of v:.m.he*' TI at’ I
4. men pwskm Ask—-—— o . S
« Miss. Ch°y11e P mqmrem & :’m nctz‘ Tim‘k you .

Wl*'c, F‘IS*‘ Cd."'l 1dentzfv t" ";’r‘-z eaf i 1:: I‘u:t jc»ur-

Kﬂler in: your mon but aZse g ave }ou ¥ mnerert bag'.._

i wiw h 2ll your clothing is m ysteriousty: Stﬂff‘.d Whea,
did a amyonc have an opaorfu'my to do this? Did YOL opea
vour bac whm you Wezit upstaxrs ta«m:éhu before 13.1&




o e"other thl':g? A notebeak ina. ladys band— )
.Wﬂtmg, whxch T ‘dare” say. we. could shaw to be Miss "

Cheynas hanciwrlhng,_ ~contifwed - our hcst g!eefuﬂv '

e _.dnd carefully: chromcl'ng 2 full list'of Flz maﬂde 5 explos_t: _—

with -mformation as ko h:s medmds whmh couict e
:'knc;wn to ¥ énandﬂ alone’ : ; PR
_ _-That tore if. Rotmd us naw W‘.‘LS 2 ¢l cle OE stoxl.y faces, o
. -and it was obvious that with the exception of $L.M. not one.
':-'_perso-n in the gr m,.p beli eved us, Bm this a,ppa,l ent vmtory

o mlght bﬂ OUT Wﬂy out

"H.ML spake Upeo R : _ _
RS, 0 S dutino,” he Drotested as mﬁdly as a cooing dove
' “The _-pohce know 1L, y see. Look here, som, there 5 somc-




. U\'ICOR\T rf:rL'R'?l..(\:,"-__-

idess ! Always Tdeas, for. those who seek themm,” His face

cufﬁcvlt S Yes, we' st avold ucar;dal €3, yes,
1 -

ave proof F7 .- - _
While''she removed her Wnbt»watch and prxed {}pen’f _

' 'of Flamande.” He anappm hs ﬁngcrs. _ “Iuc si" Mnf’.,
“ehanged. _“NevertheleSS ... international ::omplmtmnéf B

e i you are er‘at 3""““ “aY Of ‘course YOL Wiil"' L

a-ihin shell of gold at thie back; T found a course. Bvelyn. .

coulc. ge’c out-of it; I wo uld icll the. trut‘l, that T had been. :
an. zrwpcstor convwcmg her 1 WAS A Imellwenu‘ agent

weuld add that T had huaxed her all along, because T.wa

Flamande, The thmg was €0’ pmw. that she had. b‘*come.

shec. mncccnﬂy m +hc mess_ (whxdx a as quzte tme) ,




cme sneech ga _t-woulunt do, a*ld What evenn!ail
-_'.j_mamaged o pror*lﬁm wag't A .
- fFlamande? Oh, absolu’teiv What the matfer wzth"_
.-.} ont YOL. ve been trymg to prmc 1t &1 evemng, _hg.vﬂn_ '

dr eadfu‘ ha;, you know ’. s‘_'aid_; _-E\_m‘_;yn,._an:l'

':-___"."}aagh'ed m my face, v 7 o

- And such is the innate, 10"? pe"'verseness 02 aH. ?uman:'

e affa;ra such i is the welrd unrehabfllﬁ'y ‘of the human mind;
Lo hat for fhe Arst time T saw in ¢ Andrien's eyes o' faint

o narrawmg of wcmder .lt was _ﬂot_. d\.,t_lbt __It_.w_as _mly'.-.-

: “ﬂont yéu bweve frie ;nqmred Evelvn cneerfully .
3 ‘He "W:Ls the: otlier ag‘E“lt sent w1th e And the Serwce'




"‘I-IE UNICDRN \mmwf‘zs

-your passpovt?_, i Lzster%, _Gasquet th:s fe!vmv -s'enher-._}ﬁ'
irnocent’ or’ hughouse,
“he wo.ﬂd have had the nerve tc:e tell usa stc“v llke that -
“right 4t the heﬂrmmng ;

i turned on him,. . O : _
15 absolutely ‘c*‘ue. B stme that mpea: rmm me rea‘ =

seen me: wuth el yn,. anc, got. suapzczous 1 thought_ms:_'
gun was & c1garette case. He««-wuﬁ he and txw policemen.

to lay tnem cat. ‘What I'm-trying to. fahy is that | lxs:
Chev*'te knows. absom*ely nmhmg of -this bisiness,. ex{:eph

wher 1 admit 'm gu'lty ¥

but do_you think 1f ‘he's Flamands. .

. a,genf That's bis gun oy the way; 1 didn’ t h:we one.: 11& dn
- 3.'a.top')ed tHe car, 'Thf"ie Was 2 bitofa dus< -up, and T had .

innocently,” -Good Ged, won't you even beheve what Tsay L




- c:!gare**tf.z-casep Is that rlgh{?” R

- I said: “Oh, what's the use} I adrmt I " Fia"nand

D iset t}’a* enOLg“? Suppo:e we start™for Pans and: get__

o thls aver with. I\lo I wont make 3. bcit fo" 1t Bnng o
- the andcuﬁ‘s Ml Wl .
. ’_An"‘nex_ walked slsw ly. forward
- “Ore irofnent” “heint rposed “Iasi what does Mlsw:_
-Chevne have to say to all these adverntures?” 7
' Eve‘yn was 1mpat1ent " “Accordmcr o him she r-'a:{d
..-‘_‘I doni't, know anythmg abottt it Becanse I wasnt there.-

LSOl don't you see it’s alj made 41p, because He X not guilty

) D of anythmg st alland he's only tryi ing to. shigld me? Would: - -

.'Flamanae act llke that?‘ would a murderer act lme that-
] on r-vou sge he s even go e ao far ag 1o deny that he’s 2




TH.::."U"\’ICOR MCREL—RS

I.had to° be this. ‘ri*at made him aub;ops? ‘€t bad tﬁ be this-
‘that would. make him st last: pu* ina rﬂawc-fmf*le word for
Ken’s. innocerice. - @h, my eyﬂ ‘Wt*at is ’}_rumf ﬂskﬁg
“jesting Pilate, and .. .” N SRR
R am -uv.zut ing . for your. answer, 'qmpped' l’ﬁr’i'}.ri;.a o
riot saj it alters matters i the least, ¥ou uader
- stand they w1lI haveto be taken to Paris under .'L‘.'X'r:'\-t r But S
-"-.15 this man 2 genuine secret snr-n---?‘” SRy "
U HLME Jooked at Lim we,clrﬂ) R o
“Quz_‘e he -is, aon,” e answc*red wz*hom any darkeﬂ g- R
“And ! gavo hm ; :.hat Celttﬁ’“ltﬁ’ my::-ﬂlf amy a




: the 1‘1e\ma,ble, "\I _.Gasquet Sl T
..':“Y\’eil we. shall see.. If Szr I_I_enry Mernvale has hed e

' “N’ansieur P” ' SRR S
“Miss: Cheyne and "vfr‘ Blake are 5:0 be placed undar'.
_— '-ter:hmcal'an'es” ouwwill ke them upstaits to My, Blake’
S 7 room and sLand guard over them yourseif Suaer himt
P _"._-beforehaﬁd \Uu yourael{ il be, armed, and you will

. shoot mtnout question if- he Inr.kes any attempL to escap :
; Louls"" He. looked at n' - watch, : “So' It is: nOw,:
" _' iny 1 nenc.s, & Uaod deal past sur o'clock.” Lc:uls, you wil
see w hether - e river has’ subsidad: encagh to put upour’
bndgc. Som& of us Wlll undoubtedly be g mg to Pal is:




THE TJ'Iu 1CGR"“T -'MURIJERS

:'-rather n‘asaclbly,E "thx:, busmess *0__11ght bhﬂbid be a 1esson-:- L
10 oll of us. Even the guotation should be altered. The . .
guotation showld be ait ered and written in fetters of gold : -
'cros;-, the. front of every police station in- the wmk& I

e¢ it glowmg"__: here in spletidour aow.. © 5 i*uf g8 I‘ sk ¥
ked ges.,mg_' Pfiate,-—cmd tben }zmzs omf fd d i*a?zged .
'"kmuself”’_' . S cr :




_:_DVE‘ITURES OI‘ A. BLACK BAG

C ﬁDGLSTE pushed oper tbﬂ docr of my bedroom, and withi
Can ag;ee.ab le. gestire ‘of the;stalén pistol ‘motioned vs to
= ;_'enter The' ﬁre had gone ts “embers, -but the white Iamps :

. were still bug rlmg brightly; and despu.e the heavy gleenlah

':.-glmm of: the chiamber, hhee fnight have. been’ worse jails.

o ]:,velyn stretcheci herseif ina: cha:r, supple and heamag




4 tae Y;NICOR\T NIURDERS

SR Auguste unbeﬂt He guﬂawed r..nd 5szp\,d his tbwh;’:--- S
' '._fwzth =1 big hand. "‘hen he gave the: que.stxm his serlous -7 -
¢ nbideratmr, sigh ing. alang tne Pﬁi"lt af. bzs mcustame
as thiough' along a rifle-barrel.” : : o
A tlint ! I?mnkly, made« Giselu,Ide at r:mw. Soma 2
'txmes i thmk S0, ard somehmcs I ‘think: he 3 i3 Q“ly A yad
-Lnghshman ﬁll ihe sane, aliow e 16 sy tha: Hig xrzcnﬁs
'-'Zsuppert himﬂebpm.ﬂlv jourkelE » He beamed o8B ug b@i’."!. '
and added i the simple Galiic matiger Tt 3:::119». to fhc_:-__ R
eyes. that he is your amant, of course? P ST
' i3 3’1mPS to the eyes so sasily as zhat * Tgaid, “tioubt~. SN
£58 certam peop*a have heen: foaii sh for mt a\?aﬁ:w th(.mg;-_-: S




:_have d1str1bmed the-babgage, SIS .
Wl do yoi people pay aﬁy attenho Lo ﬁngemrmts, R
_ fer nstance? Bid’ you ‘find my. fitigerprints on *be hag or”
- that Hu'rnane—KJ ler i in 1he false bottom ¥ - - -
Aucruste lauched on g‘.: - SUTE 1e chlé N 'mc;ﬁsmur pay
:-Izttlc attention to' such triffes. ‘He'says the} are outmodea,
and gsycholoamally unu'nportar‘t Ifa any nncerprmts are .

* evér found anywn._re we can be sure they were never, left
= _by : he'rlgh’c person: In any case, ﬂlere were 0 ﬁnger— o
o . prints at afl, Would you expect. F mmande to leave any?
“What a joke! He would have pamted hls ﬁngers wﬁh
:_hqmd rubber.’_’_ T
"‘He woufd 1ave pamted h's ﬁngers w1th hqmd ruhhe'




"3'}21’6.3__ : ’I‘HF t-wu:ox me Rs
I—Ie ﬂhrugged ' “You muqr comrmce tm, I:hlaf monsmir R
".."*10*: e, Besides, what sort o; ﬂlﬁ“ake" T’I 15 tbe**a ee'a L
__'a.nv other nnstakef SR : o
s “011, yes, Do you ;emcn’be" 'tqa* ;.he Ri‘iauh&“c\,ﬁt of -
mpoato?, the imaty - “whio sdzd h\..-; Was bamqaet uas"
___mystefmus?v lost or m*s:a;d?’ I s'___ yau' dq r_t_:mcmaez_:- _
Fas it been ioura“”“" S ' o '. o
“\IG. T}ﬁai is true)” .;greed A’Wuste, h:s vcm appearu
ng to come from ' the cellar as he: seftied “his meck
.medvat'?cly into his ‘,olla.r and agaid  squ med st his .
‘moastache. . But that will net make & browa valise turn
-mte a. blacl» one, as yOit. Sd.y it. ci1d and tben chdn"fe back
browi aﬂam No, no,. ne, naf ch mders;:md Pt




e ] .__:Auguste

- ""f'_f'nghts from the switch. in the liten-closst? - Ii' Gasquet"
o _.'_t‘loug'ht you we*e “the. murcterer, he rnust have beheved

caller _ .hghts Went oﬁ'?”.. S .
aE “Yon understa.nd Tam omy a subcrdinatﬁ—— growlﬁd..’-

Evelyn _.urned e‘{ﬂtedl) to e ﬁnd mrgm F;ench .
q say, Ken, tx ere’s: 3t Teast. one’ tmng thata smzclf i
?1 'alang as bﬂarg dasaed queer. . Whed he was. bdﬂdl*‘ig
. his cage aga.msi. you, the one thmg Gasquei. neglected_'_ .
o bring .ott at all was the oné big thing everybody had
" been harping o sq much before. - Who turned. off: those..:

'you turned oﬁ thase llghts Did: you have aa opporfunity
to.do that?: i kmu you didnt  hecatise 1 was in th:s rooMm
th yot ——bm is thcre a*xy proof of 1t B




5_ U--iv"-rc"' O'*' 5 MUR RDERS

..Yeé! He t;:ed to “mke ac,r;uﬁatsonb agama: FOW1€x<' -
C f'_'-and prove -that Fowier was the ouly oné who' had At B
. '-___opparguzmy to smeakinfo the Imen—closetwm- T e
. *You mean. e r‘,aliy st have seen. Fowler do it ??’ _
'_'I wragtry mg to fit together ail the ciouriy pigges. “That’s -
one ‘possiple- emplma*mxt, of eoufse, But- Lhme are objec '
tions. W Quld he hame ﬁfawu oif the: I"amil‘e like fhat v"th S
only half a tase to gb-on, and ‘anly a few wituesses to his

dramati¢ coup? Wouldn't he lave, tried to build up more
of-an attack? Woulda't he have said, ‘Don't try to bluf;

saw. you go m t}\erel msv*a.d 0{ a mnmamizv&i’y Irud
- L _ L

logical spree?
: “He_ hkes to prove He sa om i




5 ._.-mt?L - You are a.man. oz mtelhgence zne }mn ﬂDt 3 Goodl.' R
. Then you know. that you could: deal with thls case if. }ou a
' -',;’were given the apportumty, coutd yeu hot?
. Auguste growled from deep: in his collars ‘Ah? As
ot that 7 e admittéd cautiously, but Wlt‘l a sort of g?ocmyﬁ_
X m}. sterlouaness, 1t m trife. that i m ay hm& my 1deas 28
Do ;mm:lemmaexle 8aye. “But what would’ yow h:l"e? Tam 1oval'
o my chief, who'is the greatest-detective'i in the wor! d-—--;”' ’
L His: shculders lifted, ‘T saids “It’s not a question’ af that.
. ‘x ou Say he was at the door.. Very well. Then who could
“ . he have ‘sesn: go ‘into -the. linen- cloaet? Under the -
T c&rcumstances we: admlt that he dld not see ch;er N g

i
;
£
¥




FLRB S

L I ve'Fused t0 beileve thz:,, and’ smr_l 50; mt fmly be:am“_ :
- ‘Middleton: was ‘the- lest persan 1 shotid have chosen a8
';.--:la-mnde, but also’ hEC.:.li‘*e he had barked 1ae ap when i
¥ aa_ m d:ﬁicult:es* BRI -

hir '_Ym'x'll acknaw{edge tm.t m"mdnw haw new_w Inl_

Hig eye on Middleton th1s evening t C g
“on’ 1 do old boy. Because you ¢ adm:t that up urml* .
he_nme he fm,d the accusation: at yon, he- certazrﬂv didn’t -
_'seem i na,ve His eye on you, . 1 was wi.mg you this
Cévening;” shg said, with an €\Cit{°d :;ftem.nught “that
is'--. Qfm_r_a}_ -gonf_gs;mn_ ,I'?{:iddla.s.(}ll_ﬁ

I’” Lo

'mst come i rom -




- “Parden v R S
 “That th'a great chaef mi ght not have_ neen abie w see-' .
'hzm IR : -
“I:ver thougl* he walked mto the 11nm-"1rasm. Wxth the'
'ilglwts on?” Dl L SRR
: “Ever t}?en mademmselle %*eed Augvste. w:th a_ .
h.,av}v' frown 5 S :
' E*uekyn iolded her armes. “"V_[} sergeant " she ’sol.l h1m
- sternly, conim] }ourself Leave this ef’ cr*-t at m\«sth.caqou:
e M. Gasqu&t and.say what you shean” - A
T Auguste snrred, wzth hoatse mirth, He eyed 1*er i

- -'{_-__morn admiratmn ewdentiy at the ca.lmness wzth whxch‘ "




THE -'.'ﬂNI.C O"R M'-U"Rbliﬁ":i--

. right-hand side of the fapostar's room; & large curtain?
“The .other side of the door must be there 'Yes, 'faith'i .
But- Wy shoulrl I thmh of it? I what you say is true, 3
51 eb——-aml it was only-a few ae{_ns*“‘. mims-drc{aﬁ_
._-.t‘uat I my%c:lf ‘saw hing” throwing his. valises out of the

*.nndow. Buat. Why bhould he tnrn Out the h“htv '

wlustlec..

-'_atntuﬁe, wﬁen he was lmhmg shralcrat dewn the gallory,.
and yet saw: nouody approach to go into- t!_c, I.nen-r}a%s.f‘ o
'ans tba,t ver bcdv m the case muast go back

i, the dmpostor. I md th lmL *:3 see wheio it wmi -
-~ hut that room is beside the linen-closet. You recall, on the

B ust mearn that the false. Gasguet I"vmsei tuinesd out the

“Ii he did,” T said, ’ 11' *woula “\uléln fI Anl d“i,u 5 wi d’ e




.. side. Ng, no, m}"’-. )

'-A_D'FN'HIRE 01‘ £ BEP\I‘:K BAG 2_2.3_-__

'M C:"i&lquet wiil Be aﬂﬁ'rved at m}r nct teuung hlm before e
“and as'it is he will apply 2 st' okc, ef t’ 1e boot. to m] hark-- -

“Liet him td} i, 1 said Gix? of thé cnrner oi’ Ty mou I}‘ .
;'_‘”‘ doesu’t irplicate you, and if at Li‘?t H can persuade hﬁm'
to believe Ui guilty, then—"" R
*Then you've élnh{d us both, don't you see?”
I tried as othc.r cotirse, ¢ “Natirally; yoit will have to. tei‘- :

s, Sergeant Allain, Hey’ Sit down, blast it! No, T'm .
- siot trying 10 Yribe you; Twas only rec.mmg into m} pocke:tf'- e

© - alter my pipe. That's better. .- - . : EE
C O "Well, then. By ofl means it vwll be ";ecescaf}' tc« tell
t"}.e cluef Lt you. catmnt do it now Yom‘ orders. were L




_;"r HE UV}CORN R UR-D’F'R_&'.-" Lo

- hesitation i1 puttmg the c‘uan on th:. wi ; of 'EfI,I'Efme'si:'ﬁ i
i H’t}rard o : SRR '
CAftera pauu. 115: went’ on, 1’3-151!‘1” ‘11‘: &' chmw«a giee- '
'Lully ar:cl taking mystermus ccnnaeatmi gegtures: “That
“suEpr s you? Abt. ¥ *houg‘ it would. But considerthe. -
matter from the ‘position of oe whons it pleases you W
~call an ﬁld moustache of the' detective pofice: ‘»13; chdet,
gfaated ¢ the gre;mtest defeetive n 121; world, The. d,tﬂ*

.ﬂ'cult} is that sometimes. h»:, is too g"cz‘t a t’hEQLLW gud T n:*.___. '

. detects sonwthmg which ‘does not exist, fie st ahvays -

- look for subtlety. He s cuckoo on aubﬂﬂj’, that nian | ¥ ur' '
wample, fe. gae:a hgmc: i the gvening awd sees tﬂctenea
it his daarstep Daeq hr: say. t hmmsii ‘? «em‘ *he wmer}-




DvEl\TUREs OF A ELAC';?

' -'To'z, esmmw from A roam seyond does not Se\, lum_§
*theté S LA T S
! make #o crmus*n of m cmef unry tht «reatasy-: L
. detective in the world couid hawe =nvemed an- ekp}amboﬁ-f' SR
s 3r1gmﬁtcnt 80 superb, as to how the rm.rder Was come s
-"-":miz‘red But afterwards? No! I will tell youi T
T “Tou, mUJ'ISlEﬂI‘, are accused And .vh at dogs. one say o
i von have done?. One says that, after you. have rushed;_ T
T it of M. Ha,\,wafd" ;sﬁm you immed 1ately {w,tth the_:"'
L g unda your- coat‘ Tin down to throw a glaﬂi_ﬂ at -
~ the corpse, Only a few. momenis afterwards do yott find
o '.Iau greuse ’tc go.to: your Toom. Perhapc in this way: you"-’ o
T avoid mpzc,rn Per.nps, but I think it would be a s*liy~ o
assthi ua to do, m.{i nGt natl.ra.l IF you nad. aan




'_'--éz_é . H1~ D N c.omw "«{ r?_‘x_c’ LERS '_

; Augusie paifad 1*3 away. Tl

CLUEAN well,” He pmtcmw, and “13 !”'mﬂ dnd rea!wv
' or his old -moustache went  up ahout fiftye dem’wk -
“Myself, T have given up playing chess, bss,avse Everyhs ly '
se g’ thie caté sees what move should have m.;r.:.,,, awl'.
_- th\In me about it Ttis. atways him that, my fricwd, Bt S
'basmess He pointed again. “Ts thurc anyt;,_gm eise 1,(, SR
‘consider in the 1'12!}1“"'_11{1 aﬂ'azr"” SR e
 “Continue.” _ B L S _
¥hsk }ouudves, g ,eatmlul the (1%?}.“1',“ who was
’-thomugmy enjoying h"‘"“smfnaw “al fuut*immz ostorwha

{ _."vaw ai‘ ter: rﬁﬁectmn (am, quick: mﬂu,von, hu:‘iuse I
F it only .a while: a\aaj tim" t‘us maﬂ- contfed not. baye

.fsailm himself Gasquex and. was mi.av e c‘nf.f mnpf__“_




NTURES .'o-"F _

what '_t_hiiik.j’-’ ‘He felde his arms glo{mmy ‘I shall"_

- have a dor aidable stroke of. the bort n‘. the'chief. learns'f-

: ."i have heen tatking. I.wished, however, to show made- ‘

ofselle Ihave & good heart éven it Tama fiz. Now I :

'_-ae!\ one thmg only, What is the truth absut that damnea.;{
Cuelise P He exploded = liftle, “T.amm. haunted by that © -
- dammed valise, How could you have taken a tooth-brush’ - .

' -'i‘lmn 4 ?}ia e valise, when T mvseﬁf kiow it was browr - o

There was a knock at the door. /kuguste who had been - :

: _ap{’aj\m oucll _,r, chiecked Inm&dr with a strmgled motaon S

- which di’l]lJSt caused him o swallow “the cigarétte, Pe:__._

__";'npiang up. Covering. us bternly Wlt‘l his r;xsf'ol 116: moved

i Loveriabd anlocked the door, T ST
‘It was juscp.z who was tall *ﬂm Iean in f:ont*'ast o the o

' sm'ﬂ:meas n;‘E L.ums. IIe pf:clcd in saspmoaa‘l} .an

:'bi.zemed rrzin, 10 see the weapon. in Aﬁgustn haid. He

s A nud 'terrmea Y Wmmg h?s *ore eaxi w1‘ch '

'h‘:'mi-‘u B ' '




228 Trxr: z'Nxcmwr amgnran
“We want 2 i boitle of wnw}, :a.t fhe expense 3 the -
. :Repumhc, and smartly. And now 3 guestion’: You brought o
“the. baggage up fo this foom from: he ha_. I;relaw mJ yw? I
Or was it Lams?” -
“It-was I What' aLGu't it IE yca ask ai:c'ut.ph:a__bs:awia .
“valige, Lmught tdptt oo S
" %And the other: vah&e jeanph the h\ack.
S “V'em} don’t try. 10! ndk like an annshmam YL u ‘m!
: '_'-.'-"‘aught &ea, T bmuwht up the Lthf.:. safe moug"s. Y‘v hat {;E- Pl
__.+}m?” T . R T
% Augmte swu,ig round towarc.s hxm, “V "mt $ thsb? You
:say there were two valises?. Twe? I" wo? A brt;\m and-a - )
Blagk? Speak up, Brigadier 1™ - . R
. Lcok Al’am- ".:iont ien I_‘“ia.t- gim *'al}.”'_ e¥iex




L now hed is dead? ¥e was a ;“aua anvhow. Wha,t i moxe‘_’-,_.

. _: put it 'T‘o r{ztz i monsieur, to this matter of ar

for ﬁxampxe, f% dzd mt Iove' the attache—case Whlch'-_
*belonged to-the man who was killed P His vmce vibrated
wath holiow irony. Yo did not do that, 0¥

T OeAR, hah, @ trifie¥” snorted Joseph. “I told you Yam"

dﬂtccifne nob a cw'sed valet* Bemdea, what does it matter

1 Found ‘the. attm.‘le-—case again. That is, T- know Where I

S

- #And whére 15 it, Brigadier?” 1 aske ed soidv.
Ind e possession of Dv" PIebert ” sqzd }oseph




\vn* :

THL LA

“TF ycm ever mnt tohe an. ms.pecmn mmm*t* . 1 amd S
" “hayl biw in here: and shut the dr}or* he b‘qmmz elogin
j-._iLe whole case tizs drompeo straight on’ },gmr_l.k'm«ri.’ o

54l Cootly, Augusts faid hold 'of Joseph's collar, “M:
oseph,”. '}e chsemmi- with formal  declaration, T wi T
) ?mt ‘afrcr 1 Imv{, qwstsareii]




_ _ TEE LABT BA 1"‘L 33{
_ __*:'throuw%’ the p'mei of his tak :md tnat Flmande nere_' o
. admitted to faving yobbed al‘rd mufd&md an agent of the
British secra’c Ser*uc\, iny few Lllometres 11'01 -
here. . . ¥ : : _ o .
. i)ow Wc.nf aur chances acrain, with a crash anél cl'mg' .
’ _Iake a br Sken 1ift. T looked at E\reiyn, and for the first
| time ¥ osaw that h{““ nerve was going.- Both of us: (and; .
RR: judged H. as Weli} had' fou ‘gotten that: infernal taxi- -
' ;drwer, wm wau;d have been roused out of an’ cnerdosﬁ o
-of whigky, Lmnmfr from the loss of hls cab a,nd ina con--. B
L dition 1o testify to anvthmg T
-t s very plain,” Toseph wis ratiling on; :\"dﬂptlv e _'
the hogrz oL smoth&r'ng his own derelictions by 2’ swilt
"-__chanfre of snblect tnat I.LJE ﬂm:e of them W“‘L‘C in 'the

q. T p@iﬁxem-
2, Lt _Evmyn arm I we"“ }ugg};ﬁg wuh




' ’I“iE u mr co \'ir_ ummm.q

R “Ali thie same' ny fnend " e inter pmcd with heam o
'.sofmess, Hwe will tafk of attsché-cases, if you please, 1

“think this wan is an ::.nghshmn, and we Fronch are golng

_;,o snow an Engha‘“rnan what fam play megus” Em, s'wkv_ S

in qus “past-the czgaret e iz stili held inene gorrier wi .

.__"his-'méiiﬁh_ \cm ik of ariacu&caaca, and-tell ;m ev\:rw _ ) T

'_'_tnmg you: knsw, You sayit is' i the pms;s's;a)n of T}L B

k Pebert. How and Wity dﬁea it-come ta bv thﬂm B :

fosepn swallowed. e

" ¥Buedt was entircly natugal ""I"hin}-: mi{'; and 'zcixi'nmi .

“her! The *ng a.g;e was_.fdl pum (_\U'v“!"lhu‘.ifts in. tizs, ha.li»-? L
t!:-ué_?___,_\“ . L . . R

7T know txax Corz'tn.ur,

TA. 3.




S THBOLAST mATTLE 7233
. _'.'n‘atter?' 1hemaﬁisdad - SR
T Yo d{mt see the lmportaqce :-f +W0 a“iachf: cases s
’ '_.sﬂzt,, “any more *han you saw the mportmce of two'- '
. valises.. ‘It’s athcult 0 say whether you are WOrse as a.
*.valet or as a. deteitive, You mean, then, that the. case has
'ﬁ_hﬁ:ﬁ"& lying i n DV Ei»be:'ts room axl tms tzme arf. 1s ‘therﬁ. S
W e ‘?’: TR AP . . .
: ‘lsaﬂposcso e ;
© “Buat,” uterposéd. Evelyn “wouldn’t ‘Auguste have
B found it when he searched all the ropins after evidence? e
¢ “No, mademoiselie;” said the sergeant, “I told you that 17 -
_ h:\, otders of the ehief I was not to search hls room unless TR
1 formd evidence -=1sewhere‘ : - T
e girded .myseif. “Listerl, Auguste Its 3ust a lzttha c
'ﬂm&g t0 do, m'u:i you ¥ e f?m to dG 1t ; D’ow t‘iere in, Heuert 5'!'




234 ST HE, UN‘ c-dx:'\_: ".M. Rnﬂz

Ut Dawn a chzmce to capture the rc 1‘ f Iw; ‘;(L*m(’ una&amcd,'_-
coand rrez: from the- govt:rn.nc;}t of  France nvb.;ﬂg e mai.'
. '_-'nrc.nd world you care to asic forl We're nat asking {o

"'tavours‘ We're only asking a dereotive to mvcmg i

a7 TI ai’s. fOl‘;!' joby and you have o chaike 6
i }our mastﬂr work, Do e aything you L iu. ue“v' {3
"-"iup et Toacph sit on my. stc—mam even put b‘nfm theough
- my legso L can’t raove: But inthe 11“;*% of vourown sctfs

.respect take twenty steps and find Flamande

“D

. o

e

: ':-ﬁh@ung HP :,tepnﬂd back, - handin e 'J{;kqh the pistol, -
“__Y-:)u m;l fruard mem, " he bu.«{i 01 1 'mlt a2

Avéuste drew_a wheezing breath midd 1;1.‘; af’ﬁ‘fI e

}f‘ayr_ o




T.‘cI::, _A‘i’l‘ BATTLE

' _'"’arpe; and he* pale iﬂands prﬂs:, & so 'hard 0 Her cheek-'

bones that the nails were &;ml& Wl*h bloucl She Wags shak—-__-','

'_._!ng, not in :,aos but with a quiver which was as 1mpalpanie'

. asa laeaf-wave and yet-struck me dumb and belplessiwith -
- o tenderness such as I had never knowx beiure. The 10ve_ '

D E: ¢lt for that girt hurt with 2 physical pain that seemed

fa d;s%he the world. Vet all T could do, ragmcr agmnsh_"?f -
iy owh 1’0 lery that had got Ther into. this,. Was snnpiy to.
_.rag o qay, ‘Takeit easy,’ or some such fool tn;ng toput o B _
Loty mrh about her fer cely, and to stara at tiﬂe shac.ows for o i e

' ..._-_'_mer enemy. that . could ‘bé tang ibly Jfom'l1

fS-step on that cigareite, will you? she sald bemeen_ :

- hn.r 113'165 LI be-all right in'a second It isn’t
o what yoa think s just the hc-rrﬂ)}e Iudfcrousness ef zt
“t‘*t ma ﬂeﬂ wouldnt c~ca-'e so mu\h I thmk, 1f Td-




.236 .--szr* UNfconN M"*RDPRS

"-mer on*v sang ‘and. whnupemd in muttering ol fses, . trails -
mg_grey plumes of wﬂmwa fram the other n“m" I } tmmi
for the. hirds to xxake A faipt st was nsu‘q DN
We' knelt oti- the wir: wdowv-seat, pushing the. cm.anu

'_-sfea.xc i:here was 1o, ‘needl. - The msar and e {,'d)f:z tafmr‘_

.'whan }rou ny tx, th!nk of ‘2. cc}umr\" mtzst ih _-f:e SO

_whirlin ig carrouiel? ‘Carni'yon bugild 2 a pchur{ f rc:m coltured - .
awnings and the beat of a siow: tax:go ture imm s Punch-

bIack 'mcl vust and humed bbt Y 51'(*.‘\31'1’35:: “had crept mtar o
-t ami the wirm wind was freshening. All rain had gong
~aver in the expac*a.xcy of summer dawn. Even the Black

'_-'\vme opm, and brmthrw 1i‘e air dee ﬂ} We did not '_ RS
"._veﬂu‘ a flat, Iand out of whuh 1 f‘(}ﬁ}hrﬂd all France, Why, - -

thrmgmg into ycu' head cﬁi}' ‘3!:"&"1:@ of mmﬂ’ts 1:14: a




as T have Gi thig, T~

o '-:'_wamﬂg

THD LAST B -'ff-TLE S 237

_“On I u*zdcrstam what ou mean Theres never: ’Deen;-': S
'E‘ur“ﬂr'*udy who's ever. *mde such baasted naah of a.nything .

- "You can’t expect ms. to believe tha.t can you? Sh"l".:_'-"-" .
- Dion’t talk abcu ith L;sten, Ken: what do we do now?™ *
©o “Wait, | suppose, to see what Auguste finds. It 5 always R

Do }'cru tmnk e’ ﬂ come bam anai tell us? pr
He shut)d if it's good news.” S
“We both turred round.  We couid 11ear joseph gab‘blmg L
- soraething . outmdc the c;aer, excgtedlv but in-a *ow-pltched‘_- .
- 'vcme.._ f-‘L voice saemea to ' be ‘atswering him from the -
galiery Nor a wo1d was dastmguzshable f1 om either fL
pet 3 It Was the _very m&eﬁmte nﬂuttezmﬂ of those_ -
1{,&:: wmch rousad us to wﬂa excztmxen _'Tﬁen::




TS&fz
HY_;S ?)9 R . - )
Tve }aat ﬂ*ovaht r»f smnmﬂ.ng. “(asy quet said -
do_v'as‘:aua rooria. was like 2 Whnpe 'me; galiery, and you
contidd bear anyt hmg from the outside, Suppuste Fhmmu?
' é.n:ruld he&r p here gor newhere fn the sane way P Suppose
he was lm‘cﬂnng iamerz yuu and Auguste and Tuserh were
tahxmg, and he was wwtmrr for Augitate down i EHéhert's.
rooni . We don't Kadw it was Auguste whircadled Josepit -
away frov;the donr, \B?ewmww‘_.:31 B T
“Yes, T was- thinking the same thing.. We've gottg get i
out of here. -Mayhe we can push the- fy theoigh {rom
_” mﬁmneaywe&agmnmﬂPQUHmﬁ‘mg&ﬁ¢ f7
" B :

CorHE TNICORN: MURDREES




1ble Emdge laid do.:m, anc'i you can gqt across the *'ner T
“Onee you're over, there’s 2 big square clump of willows™
o about twenty. feet ‘on the right-hand side. In ﬂ"f.‘rt’: you'lt .
©find a stable with a ‘garage attadlment at one side,and Lo
e door's opf.n."":c'bu"‘ll'ﬁ“ic. a car all fyelled and ready. .~ |~
Climb iri that car, follow the main drive round to the out~
side road, and g0, hke hen for Cha*trea Lo
. ““‘LLS Init h;lut : oo c . ; AT
_ “Listen: how many tmef-* have I go? to teu you. every? RTINS
_ 'tnfnvr will be all rigiu i you do asd Say’. “Trdst me or.
- we're el licked, " Here's the key to that ar. When you =
get *a Lmrt*es. ﬁni the British consulate and stay there". . '
'-t il 'vou gf_t w ori f*om me, Tt won't be 1 jcng Don’t argue,'
Ltell you t'“ ve me two mrmt% to Uet downbtazrs and

THE LAST BX’J.'I"LE




'an -' NfcoaN MLRD}..I_';'_-

o quietly if we took care. I heatd Hvel s quick hreathing.
‘Both of s moved Bagk instincrively a¢ we canie jmto. the
_'glﬁ'w at’ tt’e hﬁ"sJ of the stairg. There v va& :nn‘.'_ i 1}
' meted Imwe" Balt, If we oo r,.I gat down
;:pzllazs, which were. m: aking zebra-bars of s
the flont toor' we: cauzd rs,ncn ﬁvr, flac»r m 1«1n}¢t ek
caught. et R : R

_The wurst pary 15 th{‘ mmimr fm:* hc-ime wsu mtt dm;s, 6

S The mcst diﬁicai‘ pa.rt wgd}d bethe E':f”l!!'b ‘they wﬂrﬁ e
' _carpetea But they did ot {“r(.af‘:;'“md we eopld move




."-'am.lf: grt..v beautiful, Dut the little eyes did not chaﬂge s

' - Yes, the- Coppers are here. But. ’Defc*‘e I hand you ever to "

THE LAS’.E‘ BATTLE

E ."wno was 5o Leh w vith ﬁ,s language 'md Ius mantiess.. st
hcwd stopped in slapping the hat.at his w&terp“oof Acmss" R

* his pudgy, heavy-jowled face, with the *;tﬂn eyes gleammg S

o uaw there spread 4 emile. o
By God be w"uspered “Ss I've goL you at Ias > Hm o

- T've hzen waitma all night to come In and sdg you, D '\Iister -
T eaJmnortﬂr F*am nde. We're going to have you in jail -+ -
50 qumk that" they woqt see your chrty snowt for -dust.

_ ther, T'm going to satisfy myself by bea‘cng you to; tI*e' R
WOrst pulp vou ever sew outside votted fruit, - Ds you o
: _.:_:mders,tand that, Mister bloody” Tea—Impaﬁer Flamande?. .-
7t wasn't Drummond in himiself; it was the last chm' o

: *a a anvt of QctLacks and msund"rstandmgs an '

_ai‘*“‘!cd urmgs\ rmt of ?'f:a‘_h a.t ti’le 1a<:t mam_ﬂnt” That




THE. UNIC mtv\: "':.x'r*""ra BERS

" my- eye and cheek-br*mc The lm‘:ta and his _
" put: of focusy there. wers sever al of Wiz faces, wraving.
" soundlessly, although his . rad mm.r“ seered” o
Velther. of us made uny atiempt to guard. 2y, 1 had
.orgam,n mha.t I ever leamed at sct B0l .ami-" F 1 watde
o dowas murdsr birg, T savw his fist LU”W
“Hetle; and Yariged -hack m{'iz fight
___'stralght to tm.i rcd il Sﬂ»ﬂethlﬂﬁ, aﬂ'm*" 1“ i
: : W" fvu:

j,hﬂi}l e was danczzlg i u'Gn, ﬂt me ffalmriﬁ_

Cehody.
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i_—l

Gr almiost. Suddenly the: hah seemed to bc a,m*e thh'_:" _
'pcepie "harg*r'g down on me, and. Dmmmond got mxed'_'-'
“wp with them, . There was a- confused shmtmg My axms
wete twistad ba.t.n: be“md me, 1 was yanked Dacxwams, Lo

. mad sat down flat . There was blood in my.eyes, but T "
.., -saw Druinmond take Httle uncertain steps like a dranken -
raan; and go down on %ns kﬁees, And out of. tLe chn rese';‘_‘- '
-EU‘VIQ‘; 8 veice: . _ _ _ _ . ER

" “Merrivale, vou bloody -faol,. yoe.i-’-ve got_-’;hé".'hﬁpdéu.ﬁ’s SR

on ihe wrong mant’ . ' L
_ Dru;nmcnd was bert forward as- tnoug‘n he weréd pray—.;"_ _
' -mg’ on hig knees. He had his hands together, and now, .-
with a. witless. look on his smashed face, he raised iHe:m.\' .
'Aﬁ’l tne*’e was tht, :-_Jzeam 0*'3 cnaln betweeu frorn the: ©




’I‘HE TRIIJL}L MP R‘s(‘)’\f ‘g’f J;{"}"J
:':_“TI*IEN _you e feilmg us;’ I s,sud “that thnt Tit dtﬁ L%Ape‘" :
___of OUrs. was pl;_m&d Betweth }oa .md M, " ‘w{z"‘m -
R {excuae mie it 1.stick fo the shme) just in i}uz Lrem:f thut . 0o
B Drummonci wc«u?d iy o eut ue {:sf"f T S
“_Yes We' knew l;e’fi be-corta i1t 10, Yw.i it} %nzz'f cxbam o
“f&nd eve,n that te‘law, the ahe w W 5&}&;;3&“ us mi tm




_'?HE.-' TEII’LE LMP*"RSONATIOH : 2

"-I'murs before we ha& been schemmg a.nd 1mputmg fonr-
_:derouq motﬂes to eacl'\ of them in. tarn eupe::lally to-'-'

: Havward who' was r&swlendenﬂv a,haven beam!nc wh*ﬂ’l L
his gla sses, and- speaking. oracularly orce mors. At the_

“head of the tabie sat an urbane Ga.squet danuysh dﬁapife--

o his, qark clathes, with & flower in his button-hole. Af the

i ioot sat Elsa i Blue; “for)’ as G:lSQLe‘t pointed . out; -

“madame is mistréss nf the house. even if she.did mot
" know it when she arrned " and E!aas alarm had to be

5 guieted, Middleion was excitedly Workmg oitt theories to

a. somewhat wneomfortable but very excited - Fowler, who- U

" had the story of his life. Ramsder, blufly: positive as ever,

- was dis::uwmg matters as ami bly with Evelyn and 'meé as '~ .

- fhough he had not beeﬂ accusmg us, of murder-last night.
”I‘_:_.‘»{,r;__ Lir, I:teue:t whc had repanea some of tl e damage :




o

THE J‘\I?COR\'{' J“IU “’H‘ g -

1ot 8o pw—headed a8 at ‘zm&s fie seems. }t--nas not, ©

fI‘E”Iy l::omess, watil 3! Her iz
.1 had :my doubts. It was five before T wa_s ;nmm jed ot
the: t"!.“LIt‘L - Since my whoie reconstroetion of the mu‘:fwr '
. appests. to ‘1 e i}em v'ong, 1 fwmbt bl fetire,  Since we
: 'i'ave cattght "?Iamaa(‘e, who'is mv"mc ey mnrxi i ml :
yiu privately *ha,t 1 do ot give ane dopin w hethe :~ was
| wtong or not “That is. Togie: - The creche, T oam willing
' -pubhrlv to admit, belongs 0 m} frtem \isfm a
H: M. LOOI\\.(] aiztr*'ned : -

"+ second. (I insist to demcnstzate that atr’m Chasquet is S

gr o'clock: f1‘:1:~ rrotying ti at




'rIiE TRI‘PLL IanRSONATmN 2'!-'".'

' Rm SuIlec and. verﬂy a. coupl-. of tmngs A‘Isa, I“lamande_f MR
* himsel ‘ain’t likely to'talk, He' ANNOWICES 48 ‘copl-aseool . S
that he'll bé .out of clink in two days, and defiés an_;bc:(.y. N
“to keep himin. Bufn me yknow, I'm half afraid hé will -
) be f—Anyhow, II‘ £l in ‘the gaps with guess-work that. 1
- Tmowilling 1o bet ain’t very far off the t"uth, o

“Gents, this is-the gueerest case I ever handlect T don't -

. measn- the haraest or evem. thé. most ;mr;cate but tht'___
f}ueembt and the ciz_nmedest You might call it the problem *

B oat

“of the tr iple. 1mpersona‘c10n You've heard of cases where

L two people were got Up to loole fike sach: ather. This is

-the only instance. I know when fhsee people were got t1p
to. look Hke cach other. And, because of that one little
poiz“t a ﬁerf&.ﬂy ﬁlam s“rles of Pvents 001. 50 snarled p




,«48 JtmE u NYCOR : ___L'ﬁ;:x;'rst.ﬁa S

"‘Inotlcedit,”lmls:l R
4 Ubnhub, Wi, :?c_"l,t, wa sz**i "Bz'umrp’axid, i'chi}’u-;s her
"_:"Far ihie frst few -sc:ccnds, the thing-- w:z,a g e t,tmcl 0 :
betiave. fnm and: try to find out s gome: Then § i got the
Erst nebidous, aneertain hint, Ium was fellin® about meetin’
“this TLIIOW ba‘,k on:the ioarl Cand, - for anin

:whgle bus‘uess very queerlv Whes he' }:smtf} *=I;raut that
‘man back on the road, he didn't show. any of the tricks of
_..emohoas you'd’ exﬁecr even in 2 <trorm—hh1£nv;, actor who |
-:'_belzeves he can’ get. away with his: m‘mstvre, He was oz*i '
excited and mtercs:‘ed Vit Uy foderesied. Think back.. He
'_kepc ' am,..n at Ken m I itmny Lmd of

|as. tf sr' .' .

who'is Lkel}r 10 be showu U stt any. “pmu?v he ook t’nef S

ager way,. ar;d }m__- S



R T

_ __-'3_'_'"‘}=¢_ : "‘RIPLE IMPERSOT.&TION ".é;_ig
v *Jenf:a? ’I’he ikt he saw 1‘: be went a tunny coloul a'".td S
" his hﬂgers were shaking. Doss that look like guiit? He'd -
. “been cocl enough ba;om, even when we palpably didn't.
©bels eve him, It rfngnt have been gudlt at the 51gnt of that .
"fumfam»pea, but T've had occasion to point out before - s
- that people in- teal iife don’t go pale and. sercam when
':"ane} re’ faced with damacrmg evidence. 'I‘ha"’s flie time
thiey're fightin. hardest and coolest. When they do 20 pale
. is when they see something that confirmis a fear they've
- hed, Why did the feller acttike that when he Saw thepen?. .
T "The whcie crix of ‘the matter lay in this: Was his ..
o ;mpo&ture & cloak for crooked work? Or was it an inno-
cent one aone for a good’ parpose?‘ 1 was Just sittin” and '

hnﬂm . it .sfm(:n me mat this lookﬂd hke cm mnocent._ :




.":35'> _ :-'mz'ﬁ Icc-am*' vrr‘m:rns

- gatherin”znd the thr: man bu‘)rt, 18 nnght e Flargaiede.
- 'S6 I applied two tests. Test nuw Lw« cnes T accused bim -
fbein’ Gasquei and ha .;Ldzmim e o
Tiddlaton pincied at Iis under-tip. e L{.r’:bj;“:,_’"-fza suid,
’.‘_‘ric_:iﬁ‘-f'iritil_i'gf;%t!‘_l_ 'f:'h'e' :suspiciﬁﬁwmmécd that he was renlly
. “Qn the mnf“farj, son. Tt was the ons thing which con-
. vinced me he coukm’t possibly he F R&aﬂ'}.ﬂ‘lu, e :my kind -
“of erook. Now, Flamande hm;w»- Hsquet i3 goin’ o be.
:' there “Mayhe F lammd“ pyen- mzr. 4 glwqt wf :m idea w ‘,e:rg"
-'to loek for Ga“*‘quvﬂ _m aﬁy evex‘ . he Lr‘eowa hes 1

p -'ground ‘Thiefe was the srrong fv"c.n-h Iity that I was wor 1. o
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- would But dﬂ} Frenc}*ma 1 i h iis broad greﬂn Ianr_ wouid o
unrier:t'md straight oﬁ The suilhar mmtc‘l, gent:a, isa -
- deviligh ir ngtituti sl pecuual ta. France. Here's one, for -
© instance.” To us it Jodks just like dn orch naty big match. -
You strzke it—-man} s the time I ve - done this—and .
“e-’ura Hy right awdy you put it fo your cigar.. Out’ SpUrts

':*‘ m;,:‘ bluish, gaa'sy wave of sulphtr which s&us down.:_'__
your throat as. you draw i, and Hearty. mrd ers you, .
- What you've gat to do is hold it for a.couple of. seconds:
- until the su;pl ur bas burnt away, and-then you lght your .. .
. cigar. Any Fr enchman knows that zmd does i it mstmct'vely B
- He doesn’t have to think about it. I¥'s auwtomatic; as auto- -
matic agstriking a match on a box would he with us. And' .
o sf }{m see amrbody e\rbo 8 handed one '}f dlem vnau:h ] a_nd :

C\
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STy Was tf;umpt‘f rl*s ANFWEr WaS, e o8, 1 Wi 8 show yon
Fia ‘ﬂ,n\le pre:ei**fv but. nr*i at th:s _“lmnré' i
“hén - (.1.‘1{{1 there, if the cat "WZI.E: ot of the g
; the slippety I'Lm.:u de uny ck 1@ 10 m,,rmc

.*’u-w.j;hér :

'prmeqﬂ) and fhay ‘will have a ":rrs,m:c,r 1o vake ‘mdq w
Paris, Al that seemed to f..e.}}(‘ﬂd a1t RS mn ar
ot somﬂbady ammlg there, anywa,}f Wha? . They werent
+ his'men, he wasn't f.,rauqu._i: he tad no.anthetity . o Cwad

EY posazbie thaz_-._ he was wrz.hrrﬂ for. mr: mim* Drsimmond -

: '-.:wus bcwrrmc w‘ry mcrs;estwe, and w’ hat immmed o tnp S
of 2 We said to bhim, i yow're Gasquet, siow us 0
jFI“tm&:l&e. And wb'u swelled }um ot i Lzm_ o' pleased - -

YWh not

'.thmg hf* said’ WS also c:urmu:twm _ \iv e wilk he vafe

“L\'Eﬂh T




- all this yet; Tme just sittin’ and thinkin’, . For, -shortly

I & t.hought 3 ou We:'e weo.—game”m aO'a.Ln your gue:.s had’
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' -_'hamsa ke dsdﬂt !mczef zt was Jaa.‘er s be kmcked dozm\ o s
gither, . 00 o : T
Sl this s ge'ttin_’ ah‘ead _o_f my Stofy; T don’t know

afrerwards, we find the feller murdered, My God, that =
-:tumed iy wi ole mwerse upside. down! I thought, Son_, v

-, mothing to smpurt it. You were wrong, becatise the cause-
way 18 bustes ilm\m emci. ,obou_y cou!d get in. here. \_\ ash e
out your ofd idea.’ e : : o

“F wals 50 toad t‘lat i3 anped and mumbled al‘ oY RS
myself, mentah}, until T could get a a grip again. ""h.tff";':
-was why Iwas so wild when that murde; occurred, and .
-tﬁmedlately af*‘erwardsﬂ neat 11*t1e jeerm lette* wag
ehucked. at us din tl*e dark o o g

'rytnmo* cIear m ot..r heads What happened m “the'
'evente 1znrnt:a1at ly _after the ‘alleged -
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: “F of Iov' fhzn:f ‘W‘, 1£: nut Huarrd,v* thh any tium:f :' o

"-:.'-?}Jvn gws Augubte again while ‘hxs tcih 'faea u b s
-;of\m, &ud the 1et of ycu c:n’nc- g si *I'w 1o ;;0,1_1 ewn '

beeﬁ ft in th{; p!m-:n bu n tue e iltxi‘m‘s{‘ f:“' p}z aid

_._.L’) iy “have al*cddv mgmng;cd the prenared eatsewiy.
N Augusie goes up to the ¢ gm-'—.-mq.;.z_ta;d_arxt,:.;ay t‘t-"* _
' hzm th&." the'mzrj e ::, dnu n, at w_i__-'., - this 'ch:i'g.i s.u.'f’";‘-;ﬁ_u-: S

Iz., oo, imu eat ¥
Z ma’w nxn‘cmn, :
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. "'BUt SGH}’ cotes whlspe ng thﬂ qmet fact "Thxs_.._. -
 feller who 'says .he's Gasquet, .and the man whe held up - "

- Ken and £ 'felvu back on the road lom{ ‘almost’ exaqfl)r__r3"
alike. . S : e
“It hit me 111\.\. a_ammer “Burn me, I thcl..ght agam_'

Ciug st for a hypor hegls, let's. suppose that my first theory 00
.-was ::r rrect after all Lef s suppose thqt the man back on'. L
: t'u(. road was Fla mande. Suppose he's followed Ken. herc:,; '

hes found ot what' s goi’ on, he knows tHe false Gasquet -

' :::“1:-1 Gi“’eh Drizmimond come 10 expose” 1’111‘I1-—-—~W€11 we can't: s L

wild up fnomes yet, b"t I 4's just supaose nes in: the.
. hl‘mae P o
““Lppnse f‘nt the - pe:rson in ¢ Bat r’omﬁ, f:he 'oﬁ'é' 'throw?
_ ,ng valises out of. the wmdow, is I“Ia”narde Suppose he
"ha;\ taise*l the rTace of the. other chap? Then the dasposal-'
% ' ma i}u.omes blazm 1y c}ear 1\1'0 t‘u“lgs Labeﬁed




56 | T}Ir«" UNTCORN' \IIR vzzf—' -
"".'_:and was the oniy ene w be ups’tazrs 'ﬂcmr: mth all the
luggage” . _ e L
“Un‘artunately true, 'aam d’z%ndreu “P*‘ﬂéecﬁ;”

i “More and more it grew on me that z substitution liad
'fbehn effected -One map—the ai?egﬁd Gasquet whene we've
:_d te“' ined te be an r.r'olzqhm'm who knows the dentity .
A o1 I‘Imﬂandew-gmb upatairs, Fvitu“ miintites Tter

\-b(.r‘nﬂwf e S P
_ “He was alone up'sturs whﬂe Anﬁuste ‘wv"}t dmm *n_'-_. :
_3001& for hla brief-case: ’wevt got to asswng. thiat if wi

-';f'the T(‘)E’.s and ergﬂa‘ {e,ier wrto sent Awusu{r 11 e m mce-

:_-E&notncr mag. thn was tTu, :‘uhaunim. c;tc;m.& '}Z vy




__t.nkss he can silence that fellet before talkin’ is done;- As

237

cen. euta:de the druwmg-reom zmd he's overhea*d ali the
' j_las: par* of - dur conversation— the thetamorphosis © of ©
‘Gasquet! from “Drummond mby rezson of the wl'nspenr
gallery acoushca of the place. He knows he's dished,
- w;thout a chance to come to the i nouse in the réle of the "
 real Harvey Drummond a5 he ' had originally mim!de‘d—ﬂ B

'TH TRI?LE IhPER‘SO'\A w-_f.

“our ix&"‘ty in .,‘fle dzawm -room bfeagcs up, he sit eaks up
" ahead.. I rether suspect he was hidig” in-the winddw-
o er‘mraswe ‘behind ‘that tapeq’cr) when Augias*e and rns
- Némesis went upsfaus Rightt .~~~

: “\ow weh have fo supply a *hf‘cry heve My awn
paess is this, I\aemesw ‘having sent, Auguste down after -

,'--:..fw,ii prove him to be reahy Gilbert Dmmmand i§ in that
miul'ud I)T'I@f»Ge.se If he cant Emd t‘i’*e f}rlei—caﬂe if it's

hiedra g-'m-omﬁ. l.and,--__ ther
Lan"ande § eps c::ﬁt 'from be}zmd the_ taoest-

| tﬁggef.
‘X_‘J xh h:s e:iemv :t:hspasﬁd af

. the brief-case, is havnbl} ‘worried. - All the’ ev:dence that
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:-=_"the mad Anyiou} wLo sees him- wﬂI 1,,=u.tur 133 amm:,t, _
 He's the ot ther feller-still alive. - After’ he's: dest troved any.
ewdevce he'll an reak oub of the house again. Afwralide
' xle, he’ it appear roaring & the real HMarvey Drupaond,

. whe was attacked and robhed on thg rond s ;L triplessate,

Be
Cthat he was; tL&. real Drummmm Ha'll b the ‘mmrul-
-.'_._‘:;-_-.vactzm piai.ueé there in the cldtenu and voady o roh

: .Ramsden ’\Jﬂbcu}r . the vmrlu will ever guspect him of
'\_az“y muder, br*causc he wash’s in ﬂm hmm‘ cim_l his ddentity
'h'm becn even 1 cﬂiv "am,uf..{i ior by .t,.t;_:__ nan De's nat
““0 he kﬂls Gllbeif: bel: md the tape-ar*y_ oy eand jukt o
e th 're are f vist teps orl the statrs‘ “m* o

A %ruw p

gcaitse I{en has’ pracmany admitted hafers oy wrybedy o



L M :“lr*ts Aook at the case from the begmning and’ sge

- ':H_E- 'TRU_TI—I"

'“I“T ord{,r to "rdeﬂtzmcl e pObltlul’l B was in,” pursued":

- just what Flamandd had mtended te do. There agdin we've R _

- got to wotk from Hlnts bl,;t thev re. toierab;y easy to-.'--"3 S

-’;OHGW : : : S _
_ ‘I*la.mam*e Was at "\Iarseillﬂs Hib ﬁi’st 'scheme "\'\%as":'-_' S
_ plain, - Fle was reah} goin’ to be aboard.that ‘plane. ‘And. '
e T c!’amctur. hig- réle? .I-L, was goir’ to- e Harvey"'
- Drurimend: - We don’t kaow how e Jearsied the identity
Cefrthe. ‘two! B;msh ‘agents ; wﬁh all due: eference. fo
' i'mé ad CB"‘”"{JLt I gct bfTGIi“ guspic nicf'a leak in the
- police. epartm\,m. Or you cam take . a more. chm itable
exniar«atmn and say'that he Gidn’y 1{110“' Drummor:ﬂ was




THE :;,r'rt;':_a_r’ ¥ r'nmans

i V-Iebﬁrt’s ruo:n males ths; murde; at ‘ha” hia.b Lle At
oo “Harvey Drummorld, fike the Cheyne ‘e_\fﬁzlth here, got |
_..'hzs instructions: days ago. J_"-‘: : xcaicf‘ n‘rr’ier"s’ ’s:-vsiﬁé'sa'
".'niade hm‘x mad IZa % u.tf.d e L%w “Izat “-'Io c;m o,

.-::'.where t‘uc *JIant WS m_sgmw_iiy tntended o 12
CCorrect?t D sl

R A éalcl our host:
my good Triend d*Andrien.” : N
T Now J‘eu, mcordm o m}hcr&: s st imm.,;,' ’éfuuge}'_“" o
' chqun t rest without Lenowin' fwhat was gofn’ um. Flo lmey 7

-psm: of his husmt.s» was t(; fruaaﬁ Tﬂmwsnn, sud ¥w ,,mm '

a8 E‘;zai‘a_gjﬁr:'-i.'efn_'z :_fIl}‘-_mﬁf?t.inff ER




‘I‘HE TRUTI1 S

L .serwﬂ), nd &ct4s'a real guard Hang 'tb instructions, -

.'j:qa}’S the swaggerin’ an«eyi His brothér Gilbert, who's .. S
goin’ back to London has already booked . seat on the * T '

‘gvening. ‘plane. - So }iawe} does the same.

“Meaniime, _Flamam, is teady to suaffle Harvev et o
- hif, and take his place. Oniy, d've see,' I‘zdﬂldﬂde "cnows S
- nothin® aLout brother - Gilbert I-_—rna}be hes nev«.r even_ L

.' '_hemd of ‘brother Gilbert.

B

And then came the rmx»uv that t’*u ew. +he W] j0le ca.se_ el

.ouf: of gear. W hen (says anmt} Harvey was attacked-_ :

“and murdered in that park, semething appened that'd be .
beyonﬂ pur Len to gueas or-deduce unless we knew. 1. Harvey

. toospealof; he'd bormve& and W38 weari i :._SU_._H__Q}: ’
G;}burt 5. mothe‘; w*th i:mfax lzael A% d all ns d :

whe“ ﬁmmmund sl cv‘s ag* t_ he iets h1m lmre_

_t;ma;,g) |
.I.na’lzi § gzlper,s, b

©-Had come roaring. down to Mamﬁ:‘lles withott any - luggage s
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s rd;)eat 11:---t0 which Sif \J'f.,(‘ s b
. 2, ’*hmks Hdmanw ‘what's all this: ? Flaes b menit o
Cl mc‘«: or 4 plot? What's the game? Why i Ramsden sup
‘posed t6 go there when so. far 25 T hmow he's goin® direcs -
."--ta Parisd Sun. Ye carefal : o
‘And }1# nﬂmt hfi'»e ok :-3.1‘ “aven W {;:w
- openecl his new aper nm{t morning .- sind sow Dt thio dead
* mian had been identified, by farks in his c‘imzr.ﬂﬂ. 2. bx.;*iﬂ o
) i(zfzbfwn% Drummond.. Good God, gents, has be killed the
'wrong man? Wheo is Gilbers Iy lmmuml ? "‘I‘n‘v ey i men-

. tiored ag his: brotner. Two brothers ... Well, ihe nare
of the chap’s hotel is given in the 'mrnunL iy .a,mmm L‘m_' -
éphona to_the hﬂnel aﬂd find aﬁ sm{mz b,m'“‘ AN

it when bb N

2 wili gome HPugn

s travellin’ w Yol
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mentioned in the reports. . . .. ar\d 1f he hops i he ﬁan
getta Paris by aiternoon “His chame is thist he ‘can’

still follew the instructions given to Harvcy Diu-m"ond .
. and be at Lemoine’s at &wht-&nrt) to maeet the other agent. -

Of course he's got to chance it thit: the two agents ain’t’ - o
: _:-ueil kno‘vn to zach othér; but if's his mly way aut. He. 7.
. knows they're. gom’ to  yee Ramsden’ sooner or fater. T

. .; _- not at this end, then the other mna, and FIa.mande qmeils
hanky-panky somewhere ... -

- “Meantime, what's happened to Gilbert, the veal Gﬂbert r'_.. R

' "‘\7 ¢ don’t have .to think that. out we kuow- it from the:_ .

. statement. He was pasted in the gye 4150 by the anhounce-

“iment that he was: supposcd 0 be dead——bu-, since he's far
.. Arem bein” the biggest fool in. London,. he realises wh_ £
st haw happcned Harve} was, wayxald and. kuled

o ;s-—-tvxh *o throug;: Ed 'en:'hn o' ‘sch edul'

iow, aasmra s-the IJE"‘I zt} of Harve' '




Cabye '_'THF LN'caa\r M '-un_sars'

: "_'.'..ofﬁéiala_, ‘It’s an unpmture sa_‘y» (;ﬂbert *md 'S just

. stop here until we can prove it is, w_,vhdia.: 1 fedp :mth_ﬁ
‘of us under guard "_ Arﬂww, Githert did it rie cle .m:z_.i :
ot 111 h;n passumam except By owd L fhert J-?z HIREOT

- was really dead ,anaL wlug t}“{‘ né}tcﬂ p"oﬁ ;_mz;*.s.., sAnd
-'-'.'_be SUES, B Pl
HByithe s va&, said H \i., g‘rummg. w’m *)f‘c:z;ﬂe_ shld

'-'to Gasquet the orie- our. fna;;c! hére wrore o Bbinmelfy
: gwc 4 Hst of pdessengers and mdnt it 53} that the MM/

;Twe Emmnwnfk.“ wg‘xm, L:ilfre:rt F

- Haxvey,
e il 13.’{ _

_ a-irpjc';sﬁ (xentiemm, cfenf'f 1,1,,,1__ W "“-ata i P qey ’ ;ﬁe._ o

___-pasapcat, wnzch he jeft behind o make & seun ‘that iw_-'

.spo*ted A bit uf it. Dido't the letter from {3asquet -

the Messieurs Drusiwmond -had. Sooked seets in that-- el




: _"_'are J:lcy up to'r' Natural‘iy he's cc:t to assum° the plan;.;
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" has. Leen altered Now ke m:w be gug of it Vv’nat’e to be .

- done? Well, he's got the co-operation: of the police. - Sups

. pose he follows the two agents wherever they go; tie stops . . .

"em all sice and legal, finds out where they're goin’, who
__they are, and what the game is. “Thenhe: Latmc’"xes a charo*e '

eoat ‘them, and has them. hauled off to- clirk fm‘ the . mgﬁf-"-_ N
-'__dPspite aty protestations they make: He. can sne,ak ‘Gff and. S

. be at whatever remdezvous has been made, as, ‘the real
- secret agent, and he needs on‘v a xew 110111:;; 1 work b forﬂ'
 be vanishes, - : ' :

E “You know. What dui ha.ppe“: He was done’ ‘in the eye,f.;" L ;
*and the birds flew away. He was wild. But he wasn't. -0

"':_hﬂ haa Dmd?ed to beg‘:n Wlth‘ And he waz, ga'n after .

goin’ to be beaten. They'd pmched the cert‘ﬁ\,ate whick - -




"-'."960 TIIE U:\*nun 3’[1 EDF'R

:creaps 1p and has &’ lmk. Now think beek Tk gees pcm;; 1
ol L As it~ happen eJ they. were Hébert,  Fowler and

in
oniy Jlat, hat the Tplane was it up. Ita.wzdnda st have
‘had his stotwach tura ul:amm. ﬁiowz tc see w man siho 1u0m.
" almdst like hmm;f ' :

v ooeurs 1o i ?*Jazv !1(. r:azi wall Beldly into tlie by ousa’

B sneak at alt 'why'? Becanse he 1&:&&.'@“@‘ y like the

11. Wn t 53

mta the mr Qf rmc. af thx_'cars, 0 get m}. of it \vhilc he ¢

stayed behind raonkeyin’ with- the ‘plane, and polin’ about . -

© " Drummond: Gilbert Drummond.  Flanisnde gets close .
he dark and unao;bged:y hears. bt Geddrcssed, . Mot

T What js it? He's sure IIar\re} is d&'a' L what's the o
infernal fwisted trick? But the beauty of the Lusiuess - |

.-L'.'_"-a.nd hide' himself until the proper Gwe. He doesn't | have
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- “Bat then . . .” said Ha;ywcﬂd Lovd I see it} _' o
' course: Jist as he s gone back up to Gilbest’s toom '_aﬂdi L
is p“eparmg to ﬁre the switcases out of the window . .- o
 “You got it: He receives the news that the causeway e
is dows and he's trapped in the hotse” : B
Therﬁ was a pause- H.M. nodded, starmg a‘r hls nnge":. o
- “Dive wonder he was. wild, hey ¥ he'inquired rather .|~
:'_.admnmgly' “Hé cught' to'vé been’ gambler erouah to
- know the-cards were’ agamst him be‘forehand What i’ -
- _the name of ‘sanity is he gom to do now? Tl’*e whole -
o scheme ‘was based on his gettin’ out of the house and
_ comin’ back in again. \Tow he’s done for; because he ::a.n t_ S
" pretend he did: come from the outsids, e
1 “Worse! There’s that Bedy behind. the +apestrv ‘An g
N -mnute thev’lt 1ﬂ<elv'drswver it Any mmute Som“bOdy"_ '
oods imenr 10 come up and mqarre why he ﬂot‘sn’t-'co
- down to put-his evidence -befare Ramsden. and me. He
: _'_"‘_an’t aelav. A:m he- r:ant try to bmzen Du,. i.‘ne “pan noﬁv, :
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& 11tt1e dac, lc.awn into the wleﬂ u_‘ir;s:f:t "‘wﬁ A b:
"7 He shoves the  typewriter in there, and looks
- -_Lxght«sw;tm! ‘For the gallery Lights, undotbledly. Mayi ue
it cuts off the downsrairs lights as well. If he can put
ottt el the l'ights; and “"aép.'dﬁwi_x 1. o of those dows s

.staiys TooMmS L good‘ ' = :

i t’}'tlhd

the window, and sees electric Hghes shrnfz on i :*wm .
L A.ugusw:a wn‘dc}w not very any. vards away. -In he goe
e the finen. clc«ae cutx tlm ‘RWit"‘h a*m Tugreies
-___'-ot;zt thr luggaﬂc AP bnt hc:‘ sners‘ Anguste Is. ti e Fu f
- asutiers’ something. about ‘Stolen I 3

_ =act \ow Le' 5 afr'm* thar when tm_y t d thw b u; ¥ fimm

tp

“I‘zrsL rmm, get vid of 3!1 ovid mj o, He tizzru:es-'c,-u*' o

clitle .

and then m: & gut oo
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'_.of *he smpe if 1~e s svopped naw, and Tatd‘ the bocly 1s R :-'
discovered . . .

- YHe could make th‘_ murder takc- place 't‘rlen and therel
It would save him. - You know what he did, almost under *

. the eyes of witnesses, He went to the he cad of the stairs.®

He knew exactly where the dead body was lying, just in-

side. the . tapes toy.. It would- be touch: a'ld g0; it woilld -

e he & miracle to br ing it aif; ‘bmt he nad a chance, and it
~ meantall the difference; He sr‘ruamed clapped his hands

o his head, and threw himiself down He'd seen before .
“that the floor. of the 1ar1dmg is 1“1‘:1311313 from above, . sl
" exceept t:} any body looking straight dovn. He chucked ™ - - .
-mmself down the 'mtter-{-he in his own pocket (Dldn’t__. R

- it oceur to you it must have been, s singe. he put toth kb aﬁs-
to his facer) The busiress took: just two: seconds. . He
':'-'rolled C“‘(}S-‘a ﬁncler the tapcstrjy, and G the same m




‘I‘IIE 'L'\YlCOR‘\‘ ‘\EURDY"R&-

- ':='wmdaw He bad ?)lefltt’ 0; u*ne, e r‘(mld wait uetil ever y« L
hody got downstairs t;r:._ o z;;he came out inte the dark
Cgallery above, e
“Next quostion . where o hwe up hgw" )
: “Citop 2 bit!" interposed ?.amﬁdu_l Y ou were i ’1?‘:, Ry
bout thm Hamme Killer. The last time we heanl of
[t 1t was! m e false: bcﬁ*tom of o brown bag which be
- “had Wt out o - 5t5111, in t‘ e rear of @ cur aert in t‘*’v”
road L S s - 5
: -“Sure And wmch was h='ongha ln by th;.,uhi‘. with

fhe rest of the bagghg e, ard later taken upstaics by Joseph.
' ;'_Ysee, tney q1mp!y supposed: it _bélms_gﬂg} fo Keno Well,
i waa in tI : mww h,iﬂ T;"? ' ;

¥

¥ it*._«_er; .__w

& 1(3(3 i tl‘ii\*’f{{a"*‘(’szwk:t‘“‘zi' s

ey ..ner'e_: WaTe
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'THE TRUTHE . '.-')"1-'.

o let somebody eTSe ﬁnd the b:lg hlduen th“re he cnulcz -
be. pretty sure there’d be a search, There was -mthmg
- i it te incriminate him; and everybadv thought it be~
' Iongeu 0 Ken, Ch, the whole thing was devilish logical,”
zad it was inevitable. He hated Ken about twenty degress'
“worse than poison for makin’ a fool of him back on the -
road. ‘Ken was to be the victim. Ken was goin’ to staart - .
_'-for th:s, Ken was goin’ £o' be. accused, very cooily and o
-~ carefully, For, when Flamande tumed up here as the out-’
'rag&t‘. and robbed Harvey Drummond, fie was gom to find. =
e Hymane- K.iiﬂr Ei he false boi.tom everr if riobod}'_'"_'.
- 'eise did. He was goin' to have’ Ken on toast. I think .. -
T orice remarked that, if anybouj,r ever. made a fooi of :
Flawmande, he'd crawl out of his grave {o get even. - _
o ‘“v‘\’eii clé'm fakm hzs zmsrde;, tassm t}-e corpse dow:a:""" '
. Sfm

m ns own.room._ Dees that somd mad'r‘--f




”73 T‘ﬁ B UNE ci;}za-w CMUR *Jz..n's
be*auae, in tﬂe ‘iamt glow: nutsme hL eouid see K sil-.
.. houetted as-he came in, and heard hiny speak to'mie IF
.- he left that note there, there'd bt‘ app«rwﬂ) oy th
' -pt’t:i')l(, who could "2’ L.mppm it. Put he muade o i
. gents. - He threw the - note L oL oor a;lsf: T \w\s;dnt huve
e ._'saem t 1 wlute ﬂsﬁKLi’ k33 tuc :11: Tt pmwcl :t caing from
- . thie. back. of thie im{:ﬁ»c f\sd wnerc there wasn's angl
"._"_and coulduL a’ been ’my?audw, 1 "lma it uar sumsone
¢oficeated. e IR
“And 50, £r1end:>, thi, fax::e wrent on. G:isc
“quite. right- in sayin’ that. Ken must have born e one’
- who venceal 1led “the plbt@]. and smade the wudenarks en
ihe  windove- :-.111 Isu:aaz;e, by ahselite rmdmm‘ :
ncbc'-'l else’ m c:zw‘ gmm) v-a*s :tht‘l‘ L‘\wnt fromy it mr oo

. wig

g hm m‘u :,t.'
"hag, emptzes it c}f be}m:mt*' e




i and frloatm He saw every rmve e made, !:um 111m ‘ D

“And there T was, feelin’ sure as my soul that he: Was'f?

_ in the house and almost within reach, vet stil I was

- i'l..lI)J.eS:: because at that time friend Gasquet was, g"=m1y L

- 8€t on opposin’ anvthmg I suggested.” I waited my, chaace - . o0
'_-—and wade ine doubtfnl only whes Evelyn and I lzed-._ .

Ehh-«dOW"l-Ga e about that attack in the voad. . .0 L

: “'\ & m,::d not, I thlr_:L, gg}_ mta _t,ha’t, ohscrved_-'_f_-_ e

'(iAn'hwu amiably. L S S

- “But my spirits hit bottom whe:1 I heart. you pecp.\e P

bad a bnuge feafly to throw across the yawnite - chasm,.;_' i e

ard were goin’ to whisk: away Evelyn and Ken while .. 7

__r;ar‘aaﬂdL fubbed:Is hands. It was F_;_a_man_d_cs cue t& -
walk out of the house . . . es'peciéﬂy since ‘he’d h?*ard_'-”"" '

_ _'_',\xamaf’aen wasn't carryin’ the unicorn; and’ he’ had g

: i,xmsx, now o sizy Tha mmutﬂs were ach on, ana: 10

- chance. of. gettin’ hll’la. Welt, after those. twe had. been

< put ‘upstairs i clink, X wck fnesc[ Gasquet aside for'a'.

: tah{ where nobody could: hear, It was get*m debpe;atr_s :

far i, 400, bc{:aase good old’ "v{arcel_ Celestn the cal

_ .difv had gwcn us ah some nasty knocfr But It m_ i 'ppy'




'--_:z*}%;._' Tﬁi. UNICORN My H‘DK

cdid T1e not desfrw it P

e couldn’t have: me*hear{i the talk that took pI ace m—-;'
- tween Avguste and Githert, Ijminmf}nfi 1'3 Drramsond’s

oo He knew there was ‘somothin’ ndssing, becawse
. Auguste had’ been -sent to look Tor ity bephe Jdide

4T

"'-':Iegai file vsmch should have gncn you 4 ¢l as 1 e
untknown than’s profession), he i'\upm he'd got the 1ot
; “1<11;a1¢, wher fi‘i.(."ld Gasquet and- 1 were suve, and
“he'd a“reed with me that. Flamande was loose” i, the
House, it was aimosi, toG late If we Emsgcc mat with n
search }\mugh the house, sendin’ beaters through the -

T don't thmzs: He' knetv abnui. i said If \I ‘sde, . a

"_-'I%::rw wim ‘and he didn'i dare ask. Whan he fo ound B
few papers in Drommond’s sy i{L‘éha?‘i ('{,Limhv ot

iruish and shcm mg_ we hac{ t‘tlmblé‘u w t%f, whzxia -«:ht‘m N o



'r HE TRUTH g 2

: j_-.umcerns, and ow ﬂ;ey are ca.nnec‘ﬁd wzth .!.11(111::, bl
o sohody hasvet . . " o ' :
" Ramsden chnckled. : : .
© MYou got a hint about Iﬂd 2, did vou?’ He glanced
- at Fowler. . “By the way, you young pup, in-your desire
| for casual and shattering remarks, I maght you' werd: |
) g-“m‘s to Blow th“ ga.ff when you first came m iagt mght_
and. asked after the health of the 1\‘*zam .”-- . S
_ “Bug what is i1 demanded. “Trve muued over every .
legend. That the twicort’s horn is a-charm against poison. -
That it an uecr_“ne 11n'=s1’}16 That it can be_ captured__only- o
. v1th the aid of a virgin——" R S _
" For some reasori the smmed tc: amuse - Ramsden- .
inordinately. - ' : - . _
.*No harg in speakmg, : aupméé 'si'LE'we’vi?-’(':a;ugh‘.:'
:_;'Wl amande,” he gumted Rnow an)thmg. else about the:
2ot smicorn? I": foes tafther back t‘x'm nursery fales... Fact is,
_:tne firsi - description we get of one is fromi—" . S
e ’»‘mstc e, growled H. "'VI fThis s, mj, prox:nce, scm\_ .
ﬁah* YM kiow fhe oaly. ammals,._eld Anstotie describes:
L as 'havm one: Izcrn'f‘ They're- the * oryx and- the Indian.
ass,” dnd: srsmebody s:made an awial Indlqn ass of you
o tLh business. Pmbto 1& wWag. t'iken prett ¥ mn'h_as' &
-gf:ﬂi 0 ST em:e a*\d 1115 a.uthoratv 'was me authonty




T I TIIE U zcop,w wrvum”'

. miines? T mg 1t, thcy v hecn cIe:;u'rul au? gut 0f opera-
""tlon for 5 26 many years thigb—" o
HEasy, now,” said FLM., “m{bm*' R b
wabni the minc ;b was ‘h{. plage v,h; et ;,s' wtm'w sw“;,
catand Pél.l_bsa.ed. Think aguin. What's tu {ni. iy '
d(..lt’l‘i'?’s*ii*é state by India, under B iagr? sretintion,
the ruler: is kuown zsthe “z,.em OO SR
_ “E")defa’nd said E?{‘ijﬁ, and tinde a ifhenphart face
o _-'at me. “Golooada is a pact of j n. s c.x;_h;, BTV
away. Parmai-w-——-- YL - .
v M smpobe, if you glﬂa!(‘l.d 'z! Ed new r«raim, Tun 5,"1
---:an account’o Ehaublei Todia® o S
™It wag-the first fim;g I did nstue in 1’115 o mf‘ oxchead
_mst h{sz{-'; vet "-_w:u F‘ 1*&1@&?

' busmess, - :_'? gaid,

?‘ M “lj’g‘
: si:gi"_._t'f;r_'_-!_;"

WLII b“’;fﬁy, 1‘: unml h'%" :



L Tn‘f. TRUTH e -_27';"'_- s
- amaﬁ man.rzat;m to the effect ‘Hat fhe 1 neve wealth of India - o
. would not be ‘used to fight the friends of India. On the. ..~
contrary, as a small token His Hzghness wguld itke His . .
‘Majesty to accept this smail gift: the flat figure of & -
wticorn some ten inches long, and made entirely from
the finést diamonds taken from the new field. And it.went
1o London yes Lérda}* to be presentad at the Silver ]ubiiée‘:' S
T had to sneak in and out to HyderaLad to make sure . -
“all weng weH I ever h;.,a 1o, go to r’&thens to lay a false -
traito, B . - : - .:.:..
- He Chekled "ga.ln, siﬁigged'his c‘mulders, and gdt up o
S “The piane, T hear, is ready to take us to Paris,” he -
- said, - “Shall we.go on? I think a place could be: fourid
L for von, U‘e“‘vaie, if 'you'd liks tosend the taxi back ¥
e loaked gt o ﬁndneu whs benmmofly nodded “V‘Jhat
' -.21130&11 vou twa’” IR . : :
“Tlogked at Lve;yﬁ and We c"rmnea at ﬂach e;ther.- : .
Nt ‘this trip,” T said. firmly. “We ve cecxded to see---
"'":'-‘a. Iztﬁp of be,ﬁhtm Fra.nce Lo o : o
amrallj rearr_d H.M, and over his fa”e stole __art
_ﬁ"\?}i’e"&‘?a o of. fmfcmnd glee. ¢ LI at ‘was always my’ adﬁce s
"-x&am’t 1t'r‘ A:id it you must.'_ by the Zegendsf'now that

e }‘03" c“arm agqnsw Dcnscn of ccursai salc[ E*v iyn o
o g.nr, w mked ' “La- -Si‘i’ haw';au da 20 onl” . '




