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B apToMoOmie, KOTOpHIA YBO3UT UX, JKaKIMH CTaBUT
CBOHU YCJIOBUS:

— ToI ceifyac ykatbiBaelub B 2KeHEBY...

— Jla, — roBOpUT AHTYaH.

— CHumaeup aoM.

— Jla.

— OxXupgas MEeHs, MpUMELIbCs 3a pabory.

— Ha.

— U He 3a0yap, uto TH Imox HabOmogeHueM! I1pu nepBoit
MOMBITKE K 0erCTBY, KISAHYCh TeO€, Thl MOJYYUIIb CIIOIHA!

— Ja.

— Tenepp nouenyit MeHs.

OHu 1enyloTcs. ABTOMOOUIb AelacT KPYTOH IOBOPOT
cpeod cTam Kyp, KOTophle, Kyldaxya, pa3deralorcs.

— UM ckaxu MHe crmacu6o.

— Cnacu6o, Xaxnun!

Koth

Anp6ep IlleaeBunb ¢ HEXXHOCTBIO IOATSHYJI Kpaii omesiia
Ha JanKd 3yJay ¥ modecaa KOTa MeXIy yLIaMH.

— Tak, Mot xoponiuii. Criu!.. CKOpo BEpHYCb.

OH ele pa3 Ui YBEPEHHOCTU IPMJIOKMI Iajlelf K HOCY
XHMBOTHOTO M, 03a00YeHHBIM, CIeIa] HECKOJbKO IIaroB IO
KOMHATe, MOTOM I103BaJl BIIOJITOJOCA:

— Xionwerral.. XKionperral..

— Ha, Mche.

DTo ObUIa cTapas XeHIWHa KpecThbaHcKoro tuma. OHa
3aKaHYMBaJja yCTpauBaTh y ceOs Ha rojloBe KaKyl0-TO CTpaH-
HYIO LIUIAITY, IPUKOJIOTYIO OYyJIaBKOIi C epJaMyTPOBEIM Lia-
PHUKOM Ha KOHIIE.

— Xronserra... DTOT KOT 3a00JIeBaeT.

— O! Mcee youpnseT MeHs... CeroiHs yTpoM OH eJl KaK
OOBIYHO.

— ¥V xora temmeparypa, XKionaberra. S 3Ha10, 4TO rOBO-
pio. Y Hero HOC CyxoOi.

— IMocnymaiite, Mche! MOXHO UMETh CyXOH HOC U, Of-
HaKo...

— Xopouo-xopoiuo! IToropannupaiitech. JeBATh 4acoB.
IIponyctute CBOM Mmoe3.

OH BepHYJICSA K NOCTEIH, IIPUCTAJbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha
KOTa, IOIUyHaJd €My YIUH.
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— ThI He GoJeelllb, — TIPOIIEITANI OH. — Takoif 00JbLIONi
KOT, Kak Thl! Takoif KpacuBBIi KOT!

OH yneIGHYICS, YTOOB! BpoJe OBl pa3BeceIUTh OIPOMHO-
IO YePHOTO KOTa, KOTOPHIH ApeMas, CBEPHYBIIUCH KIYOKOM
mocpeay KpoBaTH.

— 4l rotoBa, Mche.

— BrI Bce xopoiuo 3anepiau?

— Ho nockoabKy MbCe CKOPO BEPHETCH...

— 3akpoiite Bce, XionbeTTa. BB HEBEIHOCHMEI, KOTa BCe
BpeMs CIIOPUTE.

M, CKIOHUBIIMCH HaJ KOTOM, OH JOOABUJ HEIPUBHIYHO
JIACKOBBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Omna On1 pocTyauia Teds, Mol ToNCTIYOK. JlaBait o6a
yCcIoKouMmcst!

OH ornsauyics. da, 6moaie MoIoKa CTOUT Tepel KaMu-
HoM. OH mouenoBal KoTa B 00K U IMOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaK BO3-
HHUKaeT KOPOTKOE IPULIYIIEHHOE MYPJIBIKAHbE.

— Jlo cxoporo, 100ps4YoK. BRICHIaNCs XOPOIIEHBKO.

— 4 cnyckalock, Mche, — Opocuiia XKioibeTTa.

— Ja-ma, cmyckaiitecn!

OH CHST B MPUXOXEil ¢ KploykKa CBOIO NLISIY, ITOTOM
3amep ABEPbh KBAapTUPHL. DTOT KOT €CT CJIMIIKOM MHOIO
msaca. XKionbeTTa, HaBepHOE, HUKOIJAA 3TOr0 HE YCBOMT...
Jlaguo! Hy BoT, oH 3amyTancs ¢ kinouyamud. OH IIOCYM-
Taj 3yOuMKM Ha Kio4yax Mapku «fue». IIaTh 3yOUHKOB —
KJII0Y OT BepXHero 3aMka. YeThIpe — OT HUXXHEro 3aMKa.
XKionpeTTa momxuaaga €ro Ha TpoTyape Iepel MallMHOM.
TIpexmae yeM TPOHYTbCA C MecCTa, OH ITOCIeAHUI pa3 Isd-
HyJ1 Ha OKHa KBapTHUpHI, 3aHUMaBIIEi BeChb BTOPOI 3Tax
3MaHUs.

— 3ps Mche ITOPTUT cebe KpoBb, — cKa3ana KioibeTrTa.

— 9x! He nopuy s ce6e KpoBb, — mpoBopuain llenepuis.

Ho oH Ben MamuHy 607ee HEpBHO, YeM OOBIYHO, U €IBa
He 3alleNil TaKCH Ha Iutoiany y Bok3ana Cen-Jlazap. Ilio-
Xo# neHb! DTo OBLI IT0XO0M JeHb! Bce IMBOPOT-HABRIBOPOT!
OH B3su1 6uiteT 2KionbeTTe, YTOOB BHIUTPATh BpeMsI, TaK KakK
Ta 6e3 KOHLIa MepeCUUTHIBaja CBOM JEHBIH, OTKPHIBaJa U
3aKpbIBaJIa CYMOYKY.

— Xionwerra, pa3oxXrure oroHb; He 3a0yasre. Ham Oy-
JIIeT BecbMa MPUATHO IO BO3BpallleHMU HAiiTH OroHek. 3yiny
MPUBHIK K LIEHTPaJIbHOMY OTOILIEHHUIO, M TOCTATOYHO KaKO-
ro-HuOyab HEXOCMOTPA...

— Huuero y Hero HeT, y 3TOro KOTa.
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— Ecrb, — orpesan lllenesunb. — YTo-To ¢ HUM Cly-
YUIIOCh.

N on noxronxnyn XKioiabeTTy K KOHTPOJIEPY, KOTODPHIi
MPOKOMIIOCTUPOBA eil buineT. OHa cpa3y Xe 3aTepsaiaach B
tosnne. OH MoBepHYN 00paTHO, BIEPBHIC 3a0bIB KYIIUTH ra-
3eTy U MAYyKy CUTapeT B 3ajJe OXMIaHMI, KaK OH Jejaad 3TO
Kaxnayio cyooory. OH moayMai, 4To IpU HEOOXOIMMOCTH
OH cMor OBl Bcerga Iepe3BOHUTH Jlepuke, 3TOMy MOJIO-
IIOMY BeTE€pPUHAPYy, O KOTOPOM TOBOPUJIM CTOJIBKO XOpOIII€e-
ro. «Ilo cyru, s cMeloH, — cka3an npo ce6sa IllemeBuis,
CHOBa caisch B MamuHy. — XKIojibeTTa mpaBa. OToO BCEro
JIMIIb KOT!»

EMy ObL10 HEMHOIO IpyCcTHO, KOTJa OH OCTaHOBIJI MalllH-
Hy nepen 10MOM. Y Hero ObIBaJIM TaKHe MOMEHTHI, KOria OH
CMOTpel Ha cebs 6e3:XanmoCcTHRIM B3opoM. CTaphlil MajleHb-
KU1 YeJIOBEK CO CBOMMHM HaBSI3YMBBIMU MBICISIMH — BOT KEM
OH CTaHOBUWJICA. Yxe 6e3 keHnl! bes mereit! OnuH ¢ KOTOM...
Ecnu ToT ymMpeT, Xu3Hb BoOOLIe GOJblie He OyaeT MMETh
cMmbiciaa. Bor tak!..

«JlagHO, A yXe Memo B3gop», — mogyman IlleneBuns.
OH HapoyHO MorpeMes CBOMMHM KIIOYaMM M IIPUCITYLIAJICS.
3yay YacTeHbKO IPUXOIMI K HEMY HaBCTpeuy M MsyKaj 3a
nBepblo. CerogHs xe Hu4yero. Hukakoro 3Byka. IlleneBunb
BOLIEI.

— 3yny!.. 910 a. TH BUAULIB, I OTCYTCTBOBAJI HEXOJITIO!

OH ocTaHOBWICS Ha IOpOre crnaibHU. TOPOIIMBO U Ma-
JIEHbKMMH TJIOTKAMH KOT NI Moyioko. CEPBIM KOT.

HleneBunp MeIJIeHHO MPUOIU3UICSI. DTO OBLT CEPHIN KOT,
HaMHOI'0 MeHblie 3yay, HEYXOXEeHHBI, TOWHUN, KOTOPHIA
KaaHO JlaKajl, ¢ HENMPUSITHBIM, «HEBOCIIMTAHHBIM» 3BYKOM.
Ilenesunio He O6b10 cTpalrHo. Emte Het!.. OH OBLI CKOpee
1y0oKo 1oKupoBaH. KoT moaHsics, morepcs rojoBod o
KaMMH, IIOTOM IOoTepcs 60KOM 0 MpaMop U MSIyKHyJI. Msy-
KaHbe pe3Koe, HaATPeCHYTOe, NMOX0Xee Ha CTapuyeCKU ro-
Jloc, Ha rojioc 6e3momHoro. Illemesmnnr He cMen OoJblie
IBUTAThCs. MsiyKaHbe MO-CTPaHHOMY Pa3ganoch B IYCTOH
kBapTHpe. 2KuBoTHoe cMoTpeso Ha IlleneBuiast cBOUMHU IIO-
XOXHMMHM Ha ILIEJKH, HUYETO HE BBIPAXKAIOUIMMHU 3pauyKaMM.
Torga IllemeBunb cran NATUTHCA Hasaj uar 3a maroM. Ero
pyKa MOMCKaJIa 3a CIIMHOM U Haliynaia gsepb. OH Opocui-
Cs B IPUXOXYIO U 3aABUHYI lieKojny. EMy IpULIIOCH CECTh
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B CBOeM KaOHHeTe, HacTOJIbKO OH ObUI omnapamieH. Kak, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Kakum obpa3om ox eowen? A 3yny — Kakum
o6paszom o eviuien?

Teneppb ceprlil KOT MSIyKal B criajibHe. OH BRHITATUBAI U3
CBOET0 XyAOCOYHOI'O OCTOBA IJIyxHe, IIIyOoKue 3BYKHU, CJI0B-
HO Y MapTOBCKOT0O KoTa. MOXHO OBUIO IOralaThCs, YTO OH
KPYXUT II0 KOMHAaTe ¢ XaJKUM BHIOM, BRIUCKHMBas KaKoOK-
HuOynp Beixon! IlleneBub Impoiiea B CTOJIOBYIO, Ha KyXHIO,
IIOTOM 3arJsgHyJ B CIajabHIo 2KIOMBeTTHI. A BIpOYEM, K YEMY
95T0? Bce oKHa HaKpenkKo 3aKphITH. M HU Majeiiliero 3ako-
yika. Hu omHoro motaiftHoro mecreuka! 3yay B KBapTHpe
Gosnblue He ObLI0! M 3TO HenmpucToifHOe, HEYTOMUMOE, He-
cMosikaeMoe MsykaHbe! D1oT cephiif koT! HacTosmmuit Kot-
0oell: HAa BBICOKHX Jallax, Y3KHH, YIJIOBaThIA, C TpeMs
TONOPUIUBUIMMHUCS BOJIOCUKAaMH BMeCTO ycoB. Kakoe morps-
cenue nag 3yny! Tak kKak OHU HaBepHsAKAa CTOJKHYJIUCH.
MoxeT OHITB, M Hmoapanuch. A 3yiy Jaxe He CMOT 3allly-
TUThCS, HAXOJSICh B TOM YTHETEHHOM COCTOSIHMH, B KOTOPOM
oH ero ocrasui. [llemeBuiIb ¢ yIOBOJBCTBUEM BCIUIAKHY OBI.
B HepeluTeIbHOCTH CTOSUI OH IOCPEIM CBOEro KaOHUHETa.
Paccripocute KoHchepxkKy? OHa oTaenanach Obl OT HETO.
Wnu xe nuueMepHo Ioxainena O6bl: «Takoil KpaCUBBIM KO-
Tuk! Eii-60ry! Ecau oH BBIILIEN, MCbE, TO MOXETE OBITh YBE-
pPEHBI, YTO HallleJ HOBOro xo3sinHa». Ho oH-TO Kak pa3 u He
Beixomwi. OH He Mor yidTH. M uto torma? He mporioTun xe
TOT gpyroii ero Bce xe! Ho apyroit? Otkyna oH B3sicsa?
«Ceifyac Mo3BOHIO B MOJMLEHCKUN KoMuccapuar». M3-3a
kota? EMy B nu1o paccMerorcsi. Oco6eHHO €CIy OH HauyHeT
00BSACHATH, YyTO 3y/1y — He NMPOCTO KOT, KaK APYyrue, 4YTo 3TO
TOBapHIl IO HecyacThio. pyr, KOTOPHIH MPUXOAUI IO Be-
yepaM CaJUThCS HA YIoJ CTOJA, KOTJa ero X03sIMH IOMUBal
HACTOIiKYy, Iepebupasi B MBICJISIX IIPOILIOE.

IleneBwas noaeprai ABePh CIAJIBHH, U IPUILIEEI IIpe-
Kpatui MsayKaTe. YTo nenath, I'ocmomu, 4Tro Xe HenaTh?
HeBo3MOXHO OCTaBUThL 3TO, HaBepHOE, 3JJ00HOE XKUBOTHOE.
HeBo3MoXHO BHIKMHYTH €ro 3a mopor. HeBoamoxHo mpe-
IaTh OIJacKe MCTOPHIO ¢ KoTaMd. HHUKTO He moBepu1 GhI
€My, ¥ MocuuTaau Obl, UYTO OH CBUXHYJICSA. Pa3Be He ropo-
puiaa XKionbeTTa, YTO 3psI MChe OCTaBJISET BCe 3TO TaK, YTO
OH 3aboneer oT rops! A Mexny TeM ZXKiojabpeTTa K HEMY
npuBssaHa. YTo xe roBOpuUTh O Ipyrux!..

Het! He xomuccap! YactHoiii gerextun! Ilyckait! ITycth
9TO CTOUT CKOJbKO cKaxyTt! Hanmo mokoHuuTth ¢ aTuM. U mo-
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TOM, JACTEKTHB BRICIYLIAN OBl ero 0e3 yabIOKU. JeTeKTUB co-
3/1aH, YTOOBI BHIC/IYIIMBaTh, a llleaeBuino Tak TpeGoBaiock
BBHITOBOPUTHCS!

OH monucran teaedoHHbIH crpaBouyHMK. Kak BrIGpaTh
cpeau cToNbKUX uMeH? TaM 3amucaHbl TeJeOHH JeCATKOB
IBYX YaCTHBIX JETEKTUBOB — BCE€ OBIBLIMEC HHCIICKTOPHI
CIIyXO0bI 06€30IMaCHOCTH, BCE CIELUAIUCTH Mo ciaexke. Ille-
IEBWIb OCTAHOBUJICS Ha HeKoM I'peryape, mOTOMY 4TO TOT
XHJI COBceM psiioM, Ha yiauue Kapauhe. B oGieM, cocen.
On, "HaBepHoe, ayulle moiMeT. OH BIOJIHE COIIACHIICS OBbI
BBIEXaTh HA MECTO, NPUUATH 3a(pUKCUPOBATD, YTO YEPHEI KOT
npeBpaTwicsa B ceporo! @ororpadun 3yiny Mo3BOIUIN GBI
OKOHYaTeJIbHO yoemnuth ero. lllexeBunp Hamen LISy, BHI-
1Ie] Ha JIECTHUYHYIO IUIOIIANKY M TIIATeJbHO IOBEPHYI B
3aMKax CBOM 00a Kioya «fne»: ¢ maTbio 3yObSIMU — BBEp-
Xy, C YeTHIpbMSI — BHU3Y. 3aMKHU, KOTOPble HEBO3MOXHO
OTKpBITh OTMBIUKOI. W1 HMKaKoii npyroii BxogHoi nsepu! OH
TPSIXHYJ TOJOBOM, OTKa3BIBasiCh 4YTO-IUOO NMOHUMATh, U
CIIyCTWICS BHHU3, ITOCMaTPUBas MO CTOPOHAM, IIBITasICh 00-
HapyXUThb KOTA4, «KOTOPHIA HE MOI HaXOOUTHCS CHAPYXKH»,
KOTOPHI! «KOHEYHO X€ M He HaXOOWJICSI» CHapyXH, KOTO-
pBIil, «<BO3MOXHO», CTaJI TEM XYTKUM CEPHIM KOTOM, TEM,
3aKpBITHIM HaBepXy, B CHAJbHE.

— Mcse I'peryap?

— OH caMBbIil.

IlexeBuas Bolea B CYMpayHYIO IPUXOXYIO, Tle IJIaBajl
3amax ¢puTiopa, mpoiuea B KaOMHET, 3aBAJICHHBI KHHUIa-
MM, e Hapui 6ecropsgok. Ha meGenu 3a0bIThie TPYyOKH,
Ha mapkere oOropesible CIUYKH.

— 4 Bac caymalo.

— Tak BoT, B 00OLUEM...

— Ja BHI caguTech.

— Ja... cmacub6o...

Ho IlexeBunnr He MOT PELIUTHCS MPUCECTh. TO, UTO EMY
MPEACTOSIO CKa3aTh, BHIVISAEI0 HACTOJBKO 00€eCKypaxKuBa-
fowuM! ToT gpyroii morpysuicsi B INIETEHOE Kpecio, KOTO-
poe MOXPYCTHIBAJIO NPU KaxXIOM ABUXEHHH, M IOATIHYI K
cebe MEHKOBYIO TPYOKY, BJIOXEHHYIO B CIOBaph.

— 41 mo nmoBoIy CBOEro KOora...

He oyeHb-TO y HEro pacroJararmiuuii Bu, y atoro I'pe-
ryapa! IllecTbaecar JeT, HEONMPITHO OAETHIN, OOJBLIYLINE
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IJIa3a HaBRIKATe M IUYMHOe AbIxaHue actMatuka. OH npojy-
BaJI MYHAIITYK CBOe#l TpyOKM, KOTOpas XYTKO XpUIlena.

— He 3Halo, DoJLXeH JH ... BBl Oynere cMesAThCA HAIO
MHOH...

— B moeM Bo3pacre, — ckasan I'peryap. — 4 cTojibKo
Bcero mepeBuganl MeHsl Tak IIPOCTO HE YIMBHUIIb.

— IlpexncraBbre cebe KOTa... B KBapTHpe, 3aIlepToil Ha
KJII04... 00pa3Ho roBopsi, 3aMypOBaHHBINA KOT, KOTOPHIA Me-
HAeT UBeT, GopMmy...

— Brl MeHs yauBuiau, — ckasan I'peryap. — SI Hukorga
HE CJIbILIai, YTOOR FOBOPUIIU O MoAoOHEIX Bewax. Ho cagu-
TECh XE€...

OH coxpaHsUl cepbe3HBbIil, HEMHOTO 0e3yYyacTHBI BUI,
MIPOAOJIKAasl BRITATUBATH LIEIOTKYN TabaKa M3 IOJYBHIIOTPO-
LIEHHOTO IMaKeTa.

— S Bo3epamanca ¢ Bok3ana Cen-Jlazap, — Hayan Ille-
JICBUIb.

— IIpexne Bcero Bauia dhammwiusa, — orpesan I'peryap. —
Bama npodeccusa. Bce mogpobHocTH, KOTOpEIE MOTYT Bac
OXapakTepu3oBaTh... MHe OyneT jierdye CICHUTh 3a Ballicid
MEICJIBIO.

— O1o0 BepHOo. 30BYT MeHs Anbbep Lllenemis. Copok
BoceMb JieT. KuBy s Ha ynuue lllazens, B AByX 1arax ot
napka MoHco. CoBceM MajleHbKasl KBapTHpKa, YEThHIpE KOM-
HaThl, — 3TO 4TOOH BaM... Kopoue, 1 — Oyxraarep. 3Hae-
T€, 4YTO 3TO TaKOe: MHOI'O KPYIHHEIX (UpM HAIOT IEpHOIU~
YeCKU CBOM OyxraiaTepckue KHUTH SKCIepTaM, a HHOpHI,
Mche, nudpE, OHU HE Jal0T MomyMaTh, B OOLIEM, S pa3-
6upalocs!

— Bu xeHaThI?

— [la... W1y cKopee BIOBEIl... S IOTEPSUI CBOIO XEeHY de-
THIpE Mecsla Ha3aj.

IexeBunp octaHoBwiIcsa. CTowno Ju roBoputh o Ku-
3¢JIb?

— Jonro npoanuics Bai 0pak? — crpocui I'peryap.

— HlecTs ner.

— YnayHbIi?

I'peryap 3amaBai BOIIPOCH pacCesHHO, KaK YeJIOBeK, IpH-
BHIKIIMKA paboTaTh HAa PEBHUBLIX MYyXel, OPOILIEHHBIX XEH.
Hy xak 00BSICHUTh €My, YeM ABJISUIMCH 9TH 1ecTh jer? Kak
IIPU3HATHCSA €My, HE BBIIJISAS CMEIIHBIM, 3T0 2Ku3enpb SBid-
Jlach CaMOM XU3HBIO, CBETOM, IIPEJIECTHIO KaXIOro AH, 6e3-
YMCTBOM KaXJoO...
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— Ax ja, 6e3yC/IOBHO CUaCT/IMBBIi!

OH OomycTHJI IOJIOBY.

— Kakum o6pa3oM oHa ckoHYajiach?

— Oypauxum o6pa3zoM. CIUIIKOM IIO3MHO IIPOOIIEPHUPO-
BaHHBIA AlIIEeHOAULUT... YIUBIAIOCH, KaK S CMOI' IEPEXUTh
ee... K cuactpio, ectb pabora. Ho 3To TsLKeno, yBepsio Bac.
DTa KBapTUpa, IIe BCe HAIIOMUHAET MHE...

— Bb He MOAYMEIBAId CMEHUTh KBapTUDPY?

— O ga! B npaBuisHO paccyxnaetre! Ho s Tonbko He-
IaBHO Haluesd. S Brlefy U3 ToMa B KOHIIE MecCsIa.

— Jleteit Het?

— Her. ¥V MeHa KoT... DT0O Kak pa3 u3-3a Hero... 5 Bnoi-
HE IIOHUMAIO, 3TO BHIIJISIUT MO-UIUOTCKHA — IPUBSI3HIBATh~
¢s K XMBOTHOMY, KakK K 4yenoBeKy... KoT, K ToMy Xxe Gecno-
POIHHINA... DTO MOM cocenu B MéEnaHe najiud MHeE €ro mnocie
TIOXOPOH... ¥ MEHS TaM HeOOJBIION yJ4acTOK C JIOMOM, Kyla
MBI €3HIIM NMPOBOAUTL HAlIM BocKpecHble THU. OH OYEHB
HpaBwics ZKuszenb. Tak 4To MOHUMaeTE...

IllemeBus» BEICMOpKAJICH.

— 4 xak pa3 mpoBOIWI A0 IO€3[a MO0 MIUIYIO CTapylo
cayxaHky XKionperty. OHa oTHpaBisgeTcs NepBoil B cy660-
Ty, YTOOBI BCE NMPHUBECTH B MOPSAOK U IPUTOTOBUTH 00€L...
Tak kak s npopoixalo e3nuth B Ménan. Hy 4To BBl XOTH-
T€... IpUBBIUKa!

— Ora XKI0JbeTTa... BH €il IIOJIHOCTHIO AOBepseTe?

— O, a6comotHo! OHa Bcerna ciayxXmuia y MeHsa. BepHasd,
npegaHHasl, He3aMeTHasl; s CYUTAIO €€ CKopee IpecTapeoi
POICTBEHHULICH, HEXEIHN NPUCIyroi. Tak BOT, S TONBKO YTO
NPOBOAMII €€ Ha I0e3...

— A cBoero Kora Bbl, 3HaYUT, HE YBO3WIH?

Illenepunr mocMoTpel Ha I'peryapa ¢ IpyXeCKHM 4yBCT-
BOM. A OH HE IJIYI, 3TOT TOJICTHIA MYX4YMHA, KOTOPOTO yXe
0oJIbllE MOYTH HE Pa3rjaneTh CKBO3b OHIM €ro TPYOKH.

— YB03WI, KOHEYHO Xe, YBO3uJI. TONIbKO YBO3MI €ro C
co6oii B aBTOMOOMIIE. BTO IO3BOJISLIO 0OXOIUTHCS 0€3 KOp-
3uHKk#. OH ycTpauMBajicd cOOKY OT MeHS Ha cuieHbe... Tak
BOT, BO3BpPAIlalOCh S ¢ BoK3aja. Moe OTCYTCTBUE IIUIOCH
camoe Gonpiree yetBepTh yaca. Ot Bok3ana CeH-Jlazap go
yinuubl lazens. OTKphIBaio ABEph. 3aMeThTe, IJIaBHOE, 3TY
MOAPOOHOCTH: ABEPh OCTABAJIACh 3aKPHITOM Ha 3aMOK, IBOM-
HOH 3aMOK Mapku «Sne», KOTOpHIA S YCTAaHOBMJI, TaK KakK
MOs XKeHa 6plIa oyeHb myriauBoi. M uto xe s Haxoxy? Ce-
poro xoTa BMecTo 3yiy!
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— Kakoro 1Bera Bau Kot?

— Becs 4yepHBIi, ¢ MaJICHBKUM OCJIBIM IATHBIILIKOM BPO-
e MEAAIbKH Ha 1LUee.

— BrI yBepeHBI, 4TO 3TO APYroi KoT?

— Hy nocnymaiite! 3yay HaMHOTO KpYyIIHEE 3TOr0 CEpo-
ro kora. Y1 notom, HeMHoro npuboJei, Koraa g yesxai. Tor
Xe, Hao00opoT, XMBOM, 1IycTprlit! YTOo BH Ha 3TO cKaxeTe!

— Opna npocTast Bepcus. Baiero xora Moriu Iokpa-
cuth. Hy, 1 He 3Halo... JIOMKHO Xe 34eCh OBITh KaKOEe-TO
pasyMHO€ OOBSICHEHHE.

— BrI ugere 1o JIOXKHOMY IIyTH, — YOIIOPHO BO3pasuli
leneBuns.

I'peryap Hat6monan 3a IllegeBuaeM CBOUMU 4yTh OJIM30-
PYKUMH IJIa3aMM, KOTOpHIE CIe3WINCh OT ApiMa. He moxo-
Xe, yToOH OH 1myTmwiI. Y TeM Gosiee, yToOH OH cKy4ai. OH,
JOJXKHO OBITh, YacaMM CMOTpEJ BOT TaK XXe Ha MOJCIEICT-
BEHHBIX, KOTJA CIYXHWI B YrOJOBHOM HOJUIINH.

— ITouemy rocnoxa Hleneuns Onuta myrauBa? ITo xa-
paKkTepy WIM Xe...

— Omna Obl1a HEpBHOM, MMITyJIbCcHBHOIM. IIpexne yeM 3a-
HATBCSA OYXTaJTepCKUM JIEJIOM, sl paboTall B CTPaXOBOM KOM-
IaHUM U MHOTO pasbe3xai. JIBa roga ToMy Hasan KioaberTe
NPUILIOCh OTCYTCTBOBATh OMHOBPEMEHHO CO MHOI, YTOOKI
rmoexartp K cBoeMy 0ojpHOMY Opaty B Ilyatebe. BoT Torma-to
S U YCTaHOBMJI 3TOT 3aMOK.

— CKOJIBKO B BallleM pacIopsKeHUU Kiodeii?

— JIBe maprl. 1 06e mapwl y Mensa. Wiau, TouHee, ooHa y
MeHs, a apyrasg y 2KIoJbeTTHL.

— Ara! IIpeanonoxuM, yTo Ballla TOpHUYHASA MoOTepsia
CBOH KJIIOYH.

— HckioyeHo: oHa OBl MPU3HAJACh MHE B 5TOM.

— Omna Morja elre He 3aMETUTh 3TOro. Y Bac €CTh B
Ménane Tenedon?

— Ha, 1-22.

I'peryap noxomnaics 3a rpyaoii XypHajloB ¥ BBITalLUI Te-
JiehoHHHIN anmapar, KOTOPHIH ITOCTAaBWI cebe Ha KOJIEHU.

— YT006B! yX Cpa3y IMpoBepUTh, — CKazaj OH, Habupas
KoA paifoHa. — Amno! MHe HyxeH HoMep 1—22 B Ménane,
nenapraMeHT CeHT-VYa3.

OTroHss 1amoHPIO AbIM, YTOOBI Honyylie BuaeTh llene-
BUJISI, OH J00aBII:

— Ecnu Banr Kot neiCTBUTENBHO ¢6€Xajl, TO MBI BBIHYX-
JIEHEl CIeJaTh BBIBOI, YTO KTO-TO OTKPHUI ABEPb.
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— Hckmoueno! — nosropun leneBuis.

— Amno... Homep 1—22? Kto y Tenedona?.. O! 910 s
3BOHIO BaM OT MMeHM rocnoauHa Illexesuis... ¥ Bac ectb
KJII0YM OT ero KBaptuphil?.. Bu yBepeHnl?.. [la, momoxuy...
Cmacub6o... Het, He -6ecnokoiitecs... I'ocriogun HleneBuin
caM BaM OOBSICHHUT. -

OH noBecuJ TpyoKy.

— OHu y Hee. [ maxe ciarpllliajg, Kak OHY 3BIKajad, KOIa
OHa Korajiach B CBOE€H CyMKe.

— A 4TO0 s BaM roBopui?

I'peryap MenIeHHO BHIKOJIOTHI TPYOKY O CBOil KaOIyK.

— OuyeBUAHO, — IPOTOBOPWI OH, — YTO JEJO 3TO HE
psnoBoe. MBI X€ BeIb MOXEM OTOPOCUTh MBICIb O IIYT-
Ke... LI o MecTu?

— He 3anyMmbIBasce.

— Hukro He MOXeT OHITh 3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOM, YTOOKI
3aBNaJeTh BallUM KOTOM?

— Hukro. X0oTg 4TO BH UMeeTe B BUAY?

— Ioiinemte mocMoTpuM!

I'peryap mopslics B AIIMKE CTOJNA U BRITAIWI OTTYAA OT-
MBIYKH — YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHHOE OCHAIIECHUE B3JIOMILHUKA.

— Wpure!.. 4 ceituac... [Ia, 310 IeMCTBUTEIHHO He OOBIY-
Hoe neno! :

HeckonbkumMu MuHyTamu 1nosxe IlleaeBuiib mokasbiBaj
CBOEMY HOBOMY 3HAaKOMOMY CBOif YHUKAJIbHBIM 3aMOK. Yacrt-
HBIA MOJULEACKUN TOMOPIIUIC:

— Yepr!

OnHako OH IIOCTapaJicsi U BCTaBUJI CTEPXKEHbKHU, KPIOUKH,
MHCTPYMEHTHI CTPaHHO# (hOPMEI.

— Huuero He nmonenaenip! JaiiTe MHE Ballld KJIIOYH.

OH oTnep IBEpb.

— Bunpure, — ckasan IllegeBunab, — 3TO COBpeMEHHasd
KBapTHpa, Bce npocto. be3 creHHBIX mKadoB, 3aKOYIKOB,
rae Mor Onl cripgaTaThesl KOT. HaneBo — moii kabuHer. Ilps-
MO M HAIlpaBO — MOS CIaJbHS. YX0[s, s1 3aKpBLI €e.

— Paspenure? — ckaszan I'peryap.

— JHa, moxaiyiicra.

I'peryap TOJAKHYNT OBeph, 332 HUM cienom Bouuen Ilene-
BwiIb. Ha KOBpuKe y KpoBaTH CHIEJ BETUKOJCIHBINA O€/Iblid
KoT. OH pagoCTHO MSIYKHYJI IIpH BUJEe 000OUX MYXUUH.

— A s1o? Tonpko He majgaiite B 0OMOpOK.

529



On nogaepxan IlemeBuns, KoToprlii mobaeIHEN U C
TpACYIIMMCSA IOAOOPOJAKOM HANpacHO HHITAJICSI YTO-TO
CKa3aTh.

— OTOT KOT — Oeblii, — CHOKOMHO mpomoixan I'pe-
ryap. — ¥ Bac HET Y€TKOIro IpeJCTaBICHHUS O IIBETaXx.

— Ho... u3BuHUTE. DTO HE TOT X€ CaMBIii KOT.

— Kak?.. 3nauur, Tperuii?

— Torna... Tor apyroii Obl1 ceprlif, ¢ HEMHOro OoJjiee
TEMHOI II0JIOCKO# 1O XpeoTy.

N, yxe Tepsia BCIKYIO CIepXaHHOCTb, CO CIe3aMU B ro-
noce, [lexeBrib BUENIWICS B PYKY IOJUILIEHCKOTO.

— Vwmonsio Bac... IloBepbTe Xe MHE. DTO HEBEPOSITHO!
Cepmlii KOT, Tenepb Ociabiii... Bel mogymaere, 4To g1 cyMa-
cireqmuii... Ho mocaymaiite!

OH BronkHya I'peryapa B cBoil KaOHMHET, OTKPEUI CEK-
petep.

— K cuacTtelo, y MeHs ecTh IoKa3aTejbcTBa... Kyna g 3a-
cyHyn atu ¢pororpaduu?.. A! Bor onu!.. Hy uro, passe mHe
NPUBUIEIOCH?

OH HOXJIONBIBAJI JIAIOHBIO 10 BHICTABJICHHBIM (OoTOKap-
TOYKaM, 4eThIipeM (oTorpadusaM, MpeiacTaBIABIIUM 3yiIy
CHUISUINM, JeXalluM M CTOSIIUM.

— XM... Uto BHI Ha 3TO cKaxeTe?

Y BXxoja B CHAJIBHIO, IIOJIOXKB XBOCT Ha JIallbl, IIPUILY-
pMB IJIa3a, 3a 000MMH MYXYMHAMU HabII00a] OEJIBIA KOT.

— Knanyces BaMm, — npopoixan IllexeBusnb, Bce Oonee
u Goyiee BO3OyXHasCh, — YTO ITOT OENBIi KOT HE HMEET
Huuero obuiero ¢ tTeM gpyrum. IIpexne Bcero, B HEM He-
MHOTO OT aHTropckoil Komku. M moroM, mocMoTpure, Ka-
KOif OH OOJIbIIOHM, YXOXEHHBIH. S HacTauBalo, CIBILINTE,
HacTauBalo, YTO 3TO TPETHMH KOT...

— Jla Bepio g BaM, — ckasan I'peryap.

M UleneBuib, Kak OBl CpaxkeHHBIN 3TOM (pa3oil, KOTO-
pas MOATBEpXAaia HEBO3MOXHOE, IIpUCe, Jeleya:

— Boxe Moii, boxe Moii, 4TO Xe 9TO 3HAYHUT?

— Hy nocayuaiite, — cHoBa 3aroBopuia I'peryap, — He
OyoeM TepsTh MPUCYTCTBUS Oyxa... Bel He AyManau IOCMOT-
pETh, HE YTALIMIM Y BaC 4ero-Huoymb?

— Kak aro?.. He yramunu y meus?.. Ho cHoBa atu
KOIUKM...

— Bce-Taku nposepbsTe, — Hactaupai I'peryap. — Yrto-
OBI 3HaTh, BOIPOC TOJIHKO B KOIIKAaX MM Xe IPUMEUIHBACT-
Cs ele YTO-HuOYIb...

530



— Kak Bam yrogHo, — nporosopui Illexesuns. — Ipu-
3HAIOCh, HE OYeHb ITOHUMAIO, KyIa BEl KJIOHHUTE.

KpyroBreiM ABMXEHHEM OH YKa3al Ha KaOWHET.

— 3gecy Bce B mopsiake. BrmpoueM, u OpaTh-TO Heye-
ro. O6craHoBKa OOBIYHAsA, KYIUIEHHAs OO MOEH XEHWTh-
Op1... ZKusenp oHa He HpaBwiack. OHa cYyMTajga, 4TO 3TO
Obp1a 00CTaHOBKA CTApoOro xojocTska. S HamepeBajcs 3a-
MEHUTDH €€.

I'peryap nBikeHueM noadopoaka ykKasan Ha dhororpaduio
Ha CEeKpeTepe.

— T'ocnoxa IleneBunnp?

— [Ha.

Ilexesunp 4yTh OBLIO He H00ABHWJI, YTO OHA OBLIA Kpa-
caBulieii, HO eClIU 3TOT rpyOoBaTHIl TOJCTIK He OBLI 3a-
KOHYEHHBIM JIEPEBEHIIUHON, TO IOJIXEH OB yX€ 3TO 3a-
METHUTb.

— Xopomo, — ckasan I'peryap. — O6oiiaure npyrue
KOMHATHI! :

— Jlensru Mou B 0anke, — Bo3pasuia Ilemnesuwns. — Ho
IOCKOJIBKY BBl Ha 3TOM HAacTauBaeTe...

OH npouiesl Ha KyxXHIO, rle IPUHSICS pa3sroBapuBaTh
caM ¢ coboii. I'peryap HabuaI CBOIO TPYOKY OOJBLUKMM IaJb-
1eM, He Ipekpalias ocMaTpuBaThCsl BOKpyr. Ilouemy Bce
3TH KOHIKHU?

— Hu y xoro He Morio 661 BOSHUKHYTh MBICIH OrpabuTh
MeHsI, — IPOTECTYyolle 3ByuYas B ornaieHuu rojoc lexe-
BIULSL.

I'peryap BHOBB mepeBel Ij1a3a Ha mopTpeT Kusenb. Xy-
JIoxecTBeHHas ¢ortorpadus, MoANMMcaHHass H3BECTHHIM UMe-
HeM. JIeKOoJIbTe He JIMIIEHO CMEIOCTH.

— [paroieHHOCTel HET, — IIPOAOJIKaJI TOBOPUTH CaM C
coboii IllegeBwib, — KapTUH HeET... ZKu3eab BKJIaJbIBajIa BCE
CBOM JI€HbTH B TYaJICTHI.

I'peryap niaran B3ag-Brepel, MOrJIaXXUBa 3aThUIOK, CJIEr-
Ka noxioneiBas ce6s. IToueMy Bce oTu Komku? OH ocTaHO-
BWICS Iepell KAMUHOM.

— Ocronon! — mpobypyai oH.

HlemeBwip ocMaTpuBaj CHAJIbHIO TOpHUYHOMN. I'peryap
TSXKENO OMYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHO, NMPHUIOAHSUI CIYCKHYIO 3a-
CJIIOHKY Yy KaMHHa. MeTaJsInyecKue JUCTE, KOTOPEIMU HU-
KOIJa He IOJb30BalNCh, Bpaliaauch IUtoxo. I'peryap Ha-
KJIOHWICS, moinynan kupnuuu. Yept Bo3sMmu! [IBa U3 HUX,
BRICTYIAOIIKE, LIATAIUCh B CBOMX rHe3gax. OH BhITALUI
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HX, 3aNyCTWI PYKY B yriyoiaeHue. Kakasg-To mauka muceM,
nepeBsi3aHHAsA JeHTO4YKoii. TporarenbHo!.. Terepp — OBI-
cTpo! A 3Ta yepToBa 3aCIOHKa CKpHUIIeja, cCKpuIienaal..

I'peryap BcTai, mpobexan riazaMd OOHO IIMCHMO, CYHYI
MaykKy B CBOI KapMaH.

— Huuero! — usganexa caslmancsg roigoc lllexesunsa. —
Huuero He nmpomnano. Huuero He MOXeET He XBaTaTh.

OH cHOBa MOSIBUJICS, Pa3BOAS B OECCIIMU PYKaMM.

— 51 GBI B 3TOM COBEpLIEHHO yBepeH. Borpoc ToibKo B
xorax. Ckaxure!.. He Mor Oml g Bac momnpocurts... He tpyn-
HO JIU BaM OyIET YBECTU BOT 3TOro?

— Mue?

— Ha. 910, MOXET, 3BYYUT MAUOTCKHU, HO S HUKOIIA He
peulych TPOHYThH €TO.

I'peryap kak-TO HeOIpedeaICHHO ITOKPHUBUJICS.

— Xwm! Ero MoXHO BpeMEHHO IIPOCTO 3alepeTh Ha
KyXHe.

— B n0boM cityyae s moiixy HOYeBaTh B OTEJb, — IO~
crneurHo go6aswa llexeBuwns. — Korma s ayMaio, 4To Kakoi-
HUOYAb YETBEPTHIHA KOT... HeT-HeT... 1 He U3 MyIJIMBHIX, HO
5Ta MBICIb... BcTaHbTE HA MOe MecTo!

— Koneuno!.. OgHako BaM He CJ€IyeT BOCIpHMHUMATH
9TO JeJI0 CIUIUKOM YX Bcepbe3. YTo, IO CyTH, MMeeT 3Ha-
YyeHue I Bac, TakK 3TO CHoBa HaiTu 3yiny. Tak BOT, 1 o4eHb
HACIOCh. ..

— Ha ycapiuur Bac 'ocmoas! — ckasan LleneBuisb.

Bo BTopoii monoBuHe aHa I'peryap saBuicsad B biopo 00b-
SIBJIEHUH OCHOBHBHIX €XeIXHEeBHBIX raser. OH crapaTeIbHO
Halycall CBOUM KPYIHBIM ITOYEPKOM:

«I'PET'YAP XOTEJ Bbl BCTPETHUTBHCA C I'ONYBBIM KO-
THUKOM.

OTBET JATH B CIEAYIOINEM HOMEPE I'A3EThI>».

Tpu mguga cnycts I'peryap nmosasuicsa Ha yiauue Liazens.
IIlen oH THUXOHBKO U CJIEAUJ 32 000MMM TpoTyapamu. W3-
pelka oH obopauuBaicsa. Illar ero 3aMemisuica mo mepe
TOro, Kak oH mnpuonuxancsa Kk noMy lllemeBung. decath
yacoB. B marasuHuukax Hapoa. I'peryap BHIKOJIaUUBaeT O
KabnyK cBolo TpyOKy M cpa3y Xe HabuBaer ee. OH cMOT-
PMT Ha BTOPOH 3Tax, rae Inpoxusaer ero kiaueHr. LTops
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3aiepHyTHl. ['peryap mpoxoauT 3aaHue, a 3aTeM B HECKOJIb-
KO OBICTPHIX NPBIXKOB IepecekaeT yauuy. OH 3BOHUT B
KBapTHpPy Ha IIEPBOM 3Taxe.

— Mcoe Kozed Mrioxep?

— Jla, Mche.

— I'peryap, YacTHBII AeTeKTUB. Balue mociaHue TOJIbKO
YTO IIOMAJ0 KO MHE.

— Herextun?.. XM!.. [Ipoxoaure, Mchbe.

Mioxep, IToX0Xe, Je30pUEeHTUPOBaH, 00ecItoKoeH. OH Ipo-
BOJIUT CBOEro IOCETUTENs B IIMKApHYIO ctynuio. KpacHoe
JepeBo U nanucanap. Posuis. CoBpeMeHHBIe 10J0THA. CBOMM
TSDKEJTBIM, HETIOABMKHBIM B3IJISIIOM I'peryap Bce OIeHW, BCe
B3BeCWJI, BKIoUast Mioxepa, KOTOPBIiA BBITJISIUT TaK MOJIOO
B CBOEM pacIHCaHHOM (hHMOJETOBEIMHU NMATHAMU JOMAIIHEM
xasiate. OH BBITACKMBAET MAYKy IMHCEM.

— 1 BBRIHYXIeH OBLI IpOYMTaTh KOe-KaKW€ U3 HUX, —
cKa3all OH 0€3 MPOHUM.

Mioxep moKpacHel.

— O! — 3ameuaer I'peryap. — Bce BB rOBOpHUTE OJHO U
TO Xe. Paspeuiute?

OH 1IeMOHCTPAaTUBHO 3aKYPUBAET TPYOKY, IOXKUTAET OTHO
NUCBEMO U KJIaeT MaJleHbKUi1 cBopaynBaloLuiics $hakenok Ha
MEIHBIN ITOJHOC.

— Baia ouepenp npomoKuTh Hauyatoe. Tak OyaeT Jyd-
IIe IS BCEX.

— 3abaBHbIA BB YelOBEK, — roBoput Mioxep, — HO,
KJISHYCh BaM, JOCTaBJIsieTe YePTOBCKOE YIOBOJBCTBHE. Al
Ot nucemal.. BeimbeM, Mcbe I'peryap?

— Yyrouky «UuH3aHO».

— Ho kxakum o6pa3oM BB UX pacKomanau?

— H3-3a Koluexk.

— 3Hauurt, u3-3a aroro. lllegeBuib 3amMeTHI. ..

— Eii-6ory, MoxeT OBITh, OH U He 0YeHb YMEH, HO B KOH-
1Ie KOHIIOB Y Hero Toxe ecTh riasa! M maxe mMo3ru, KOTo-
PHIMU OH TIOTBITAJICS BOCHOJIb30BaThCA... [IOCKONIBKY OH He
MOHMMAaJ, TO IIPUILE] 3a MHOM.

MoJiogoii yeoBeK MOAHSI CBOM OOKA:

— 3a Baure 310poBbe, lepnok Xonmc!

— 3a Bawy J1000BHbIEC MPUKIIOYEHUSI, — HEFPOMKO I'OBO-
put I'peryap u no6aBnget: — S cpasy ke moaymai, yTo 3ame-
Ha OJHOTO KOTa JpYyruM ObLia HeMpeABUACHHBIM CIEACTBUEM
nepBoro... Pe3ynbTaToM KaKoro-To COBEpIIeHHO HE3aBUCUMO-
ro IpeanpusTHs... 9to 6pocanock B r1a3a. Ho xakoro poja
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npeanpusatus? W npeanpuasToro keM? K cuacteio, s yBUIeHR
dororpaduio rocnoxu lenesuns.

— W onuH ee Bux...

— Boxe moit! C omHOI CTOPOHEI, MOJIOJOCTh U Kpacora!
C Ipyroii — cOpoK BOCEMb JIET, PEIKHE BOJIOCHI, YXBaTKH
«manyian». KpoMme toro, Myx orcyrcTBoBai. KTo-To Heus-
6exxHO ero 3aMeman. KTo-to 6onee cob6aa3HUTENbHBIIA. ..

— BHI cMeeTech Hamo MHOIA!

— BoBce Her. YBuaute, Mche Mrioxep, Korma BaM Oy-
IIeT COpPOK BOCEMb JeT... Torma s ckasaja cebe: OApyr roc-
noxu [lemeBuns BepHyics... Ho mouemy? IloTtoMy uto
oHa ymepna?.. 51 BcmomHus Torga, uro IllexmeBunp HaMe-
peBajicd MeHATH KBapTUpYy. S yXBaTHJICA 3a 3Ty HHUTOY-
Ky. HeusBecTHBII MOT oIacathCs €ro oThe3da, MOTOMY 4YTO
B KBapTHUpE CYIIECTBOBAJO HEUTO, YTO MOIJIO OHITh OOHA-
pyxeHo. Yro?.. Yto JI000BHUK MOXET OCTaBUTh Y CBOeii
moooBHULBH? A! JI npuBBIK, mHaBaiite... ITncbMa, 4epT BO3b-
mu! Bcerma nmucema! Bama manus mucats!.. OcraBanioch
HalTy TaiiHuK. TallHUK B HACTOAIIMHA MOMEHT, BEPOSITHO,
nycroii. Ho moxkomaTbcsad AO KOHIIa — 3TO Mos pabora...
Me6enn? Ilyctorensiit’ npeametr? Het. CauMIIKOM HEOCTO-
poxHo. HleneBuns Mor OH ciy4aiiHO oOHapyxuTh. Kakoe-
HUOYIp JIETKO JOCTYIIHOE MECTO, HO KOTOPHIM HHKTO HE
IoayMaeT 3auHTepecoBaThcs. KOHEUHO Xe KaMuH, II0CKOJIb-
Ky €CTh LIEHTpPaJbHOE OTOILICHHUE.

Mioxep pa3paxaeTcsi HEPBHBIM CMEXOM.

— IlpusHatoch, 1 He moayMan o6 3ToM TaifHuKe. Bhl
OYeHb CHJIBHBI, MCbhe I'peryap. A TaliHy C KOTaMU BH pa3s-
raganu?

I'peryap Hacymuics.

— IToka Her.

— Tak Bor, ceifyac s BaM IOSCHIO, HO B CBOIO ouepedb
HHUKAaKOl IMOXBajhl HEe 3aciyXy. Bce, 4TO BBl TOJIBKO YTO
cKazanau, BepHo. S mo3HakoMuica ¢ ZKuzenab aBa roma Ha-
3ax. Kpacora gpsBobCKass — Tak OHO U ObLIO, Jaxe 00Jb-
e Toro. He pa3 MHe IpHIILIOCH IOXKaJNEeTh ee OeTHOro 100~
pska Myxa. Cam 4... Kopoue, oHa 3aka3aja TpPETbIO Iapy
Kilouei, U g moceman ee, korga Ilegesuabp ye3xan mo
IenaM.

— Ho... Xonserra?

— Ta cmana paaoM, 2Ku3zesp MpeanoyunTana 4yBCTBOBATh
€€ 3a CIIMHOM, MOXET OBITh, KOIa MpOoCHINanach... Tak 4To
y Hee OBIBaJIM MOMEHTHL... Bce oueHp IpocTo, B KOHIIE KOH-
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1I0B, OHa Hayaja MeHs myraTth. Ho s Gosblire He Mor 06oii-
TUCh Oe3 Hee. Korma g mpoBogui AEHb, HE YBUIAEB €€, TO
nucai e 1o BocTpeboOBaHUA.

— W nomnucriBanuch: «I'0ny60ii KOTHK».

— DT0 0oHa MeHs Tak HaseiBaja. Ham aTuM Heyero cme-
SITBCS.

— 4 He cMetoch. Jlanpuie?

— Cro0 pa3 g coBeToBaJI eii cCxXeyb MoU muchMma. OHa oT-
KaspiBasack. IlaH uiam mpoman — B 3ToM OblIa Best Ku-
3¢1b. OHa cyuTajga, YTO Halllla MACAJIbHBIM TAHHUK B JIMY-
HOM KabuHeTe cBoero Myxa... Hy, ocrajibHOe BH 3Haere...
S cayuaitno y3Han, uro LleneBiub codupaeTcs Iepee3xXarh.
A Mecta cebe He Haxogui. B cy60oTy s peummiicsa. U3 cBo-
ero okHa s yBujea, Kak llleneBunp U ero ropHHUYHas ca-
IWINCh B aBTOMOOWIB. ITogyMai, 4yTo OHM BMECTe OTIIpaB-
asnauck B Ménan. Ceityac WM HUKOTHA...

— Pacckaxurte MHE O KOTax...

— 51 K 5TOMY IOJXOXY.

Mioxep BCTaeT, OTKPHIBACT IBEPh M 30BET:

— Mukano!.. Muxkano!..

B xoMHaTy BXOAUT CEpHId KOT M HauyMHAaeT TepeThCs O
HOru cBoero xo3simHa. KoT Ha BBICOKHUX Jiamax, XymoH,
B3IJISIO Oep3Kuil. 3HAMEHUTHI cephlii KOT!

— OTO HEBO3MOXHBII KOT, — roBoput Mimoxep. — OH
MOBCIOAY XOIUT 3a MHOII — B aIlTeKy, B Ta0aYHbIi MarasuH.

— 41 moHMMal0, OH IIOLIEN 33 BAMH BO BpEMS Balllero
TOCEUICHUS] KBapTHPHL.

— HWmenno! 4 He 1o KOHIIA 3aKPBUI BXOAHYIO IBEPh, YTO-
OBl B Clyyae TPeBOrM O0OeCHeYuTh ceOe MOCHEIIHBIH YXOI.
HeoxunaHHo s yCHBIIIAA B CIIaJIbHE HACTOSLIMI OemiaM,
KpUKH, OyOTO peXyT, 6eroTH Kakas-To. S mousut, uto Ille-
IEBWIb, TOT TOXE 3aBeJI KoTa... 1 TyT aBTOMOOMJIb OCTaHaB-
JIUBaeTCs mepeln IOMoM... TeM xyxe mis koToB! SI 6pocuics
HayTek, 6pocuB Mukano. llexeBunb yxe MOAHUMAJCS IIO
JectHuile. S 3abpajicsa Ha TpeTUM 3TaxX, YTOOBI HE CTOJK-
HYTBCS C HUM.

Ha xakoe-To MraopeHue Mioxep IpephiBaeTCsI U OTHUpa-
€T Iepecoxiine Iyoml.

— 4 moxpancs, 4yToOHl OBEph CHOBA 3akphuiack. OmHa-
KO, KOrJia 51 COOMpaJIcs CIYCKaThCS BHHM3, TO YCIBIIIAN, KaK
KTOo-TO MsykaeT. Kot, yBaxaeMblii KOoT, KoToporo Mukano
obpaTui B 0ercTBo, cuaesa taM. Ko MHe BepHyaach Hajex-
Ja. MoxeT OvITB, elile He Bce moTepsiHo. Ecnu 6w Ille-
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IEeBWIb HE 3aMETHJI UCUE3HOBEHHS CBOEro KOTa, €ClIM Okl
OH HE 3aMeTHJ MOEro IIpUCYTCTBHSA, €CIM OBl M3 KaKUX-
HUOYAb COOOpaxXeHUM €My MNPUIIIOCh CHOBA BHIUTH...
3HaeTe, KaK B TaKM€ MOMEHTHl OBICTPO cOOOpaxaellb...
4 moiiMan KoTa, CIIpATaJl €ro mojJ KypTKOM M BepHYICHI K
cebe. OTcroma — IOCMOTpPUTE, U3 3TOr0 OKHAa 33 BaMM —
MOXHO JIETKO HaOmiofgaTh 3a JOMOM HampotuB. Heckoib-
KMMM MUHyTaMHU Io3xe IllegeBwib onmsaTh cell B CBOIO Ma-
muHy. Torma s cHOBa B3SI KOTa M OTHEC €ro K HEMY.
BesycnosHo, s 3a6pan Mukago U — 4epT Bo3bMu! — 3a-
OBLI IMOMCKaTh HUchbMa. UyBCTBOBAI s cebs KaK Ha CKOBO-
pone!

— IIpoctute, a 3TOT KOT, NOJOOpaHHBIM Ha JIECTHUIIE,
3TO e OBLI Oenblil KOT?

— MHa, 6exab1it KOT. A 4T0?

— Tak BoT, Apyr Moi, 3Haiite, ¥To 3y/l1y — YEpHHIH, CO-
BEPIICHHO 4YepHEIN. TOoT, KOTOPOTrOo BB HPHUHSIU 3a KOTa
IleaeBuias, KaKoi-TO APYroil NpPOTYyJIMBABIUMHUCS TpEeTUM
KOT. DTO IPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO MHE IIPUILIOCH pas3raibi-
BaTh [IBe 3araJky BMECTO OJHOIi: 3aragky Ye€pHOIo KoOTa,
CTaBILETO CEpPhIM, U CEPOr0 — CTABILETO OEJbIM.

Mioxep xyonaer ce0si JIaIOHbBIO IO JOy.

— Tak BOT mouyeMy OYJOYHMK, YTO Ha YIJY, BEIBECHJ B
CBOCH BUTpUHE OOBSIBICHUE:

«ITOTEPSIJICA KPACUBHIM BEJIBIN KOT.

OTBECTH EI'O K KOHCBHEPXKE IOMA 42-BUC».

I'peryap yneibaeTcss © JOIMBAeT CBoOil GoKall.

— Bo3MoxHoO, crapas XKionbeTTa YBUIUT 3TO OOBSBICHUE
UM OTHECET KOTa €ro X035MHy. B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUHU MBI CIIO-
KoitHbl. OcTaeTcs 3TOT HecyacTHHIM 3ymy... JocagHo! f mo-
nan MlegeBuinio Hagexay...

OH MalIMHAJIBHO IEPEBOJUT B3IV IO HAIpaBIEHUIO K
JIOMY HanpOTHUB U B3IparuBaer.

— Bort Ttak ga!.. Tam!.. I He omn6GaIoCk...

Brooap cTeHBI, MpUXUMas YyiIM, MpoOMpaeTCs YEepHBIA
KOT, MOYTH Kacasch OPIOXOM 3eMJIH.

— Mioxep, XuBO 3akpoiite Mukango!

I'peryap OTKphIBacT OKHO M IIBITA€TCS MPHIATH TOJIOCY
OyiarokenaTeNbHBII TOH:

— 3yny!.. 3yny, Moif MaJeHbKUIA. ..

3yny ocrtaHaBiauBaeTcs. K cyacTeio, Ha mpoe3xeil yacTH
HUKOro HeT. IloTepsHHEBII, OrONOAABLINI KOT CTPEMUTEIb-
HO JIBMTaeTCS U MPHIraeT Ha MOJOKOHHUK.
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— Wpu, Moit kpacaBuuk! — roBoput I'peryap.

OH 3aKpBIBaeT OKHO M IIPEACTaBIsIeT KOTa MIoXepy:

— 3yny llleneBub... Bl 3HaeTe, 4TO BaM oCTaeTcs clIe-
nate?.. Kak tonbko IleneBuns 1 ero ropHuyHas yuayr... A?

Mioxep B HEPELUIUTEIbHOCTH.

— ba! — tuxum rojgocom rosopurt I'peryap. — Hy urto mia
Bac elle OJHO ITocelieHue?

Cobaka

Cecuiipb Joiilia 10 TOM CTENeHH, KOra ropeys MpeBpamia-
€TCS B MYKY. YXe 3a0bIBaellib, OT Yero CTpajlaeliub. X04eTcs
TOJBKO OJHOTO — CECTh, JieUb, YCHYTh... YCHYTh! OHa gaxe
He ITOMHMIIA, II€ OCTaBWJIA CBOIO MAllIMHY, ¥ KaKOe-TO Bpe-
Ms npeObiBajla B COCTOSIHUM YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPBIM IpoCkIIa-
€TCSI B HE3HAKOMOM MHpPE U CHJIMTCS BCIIOMHUTD, KTO OH U
YTO OH. A IIOTOM OHA KaK-TO BCTPSXHYJIACh, MBICJICHHO Bep-
HYyJIaCh K peaJbHOCTH M BHE3AIIHO pelluia, YTO BCE, YTO C
HEH IIPOU30ILI0, MOXET, U HE TaK yX BaxHo. B XU3HU Kax-
IO MOJIOZOH Maphl, HAaBEpHOE, HACTYNAET TAKOM MOMEHT,
KOIJa OIMH BHAMT IPYroro TakKMM, KaKoB OH €CThb. W 4TO
Toria — KoHel Jio6Bu? MU xe Havyajso APYyrou jaiobOBH,
3HaKOMCTBO C ITeyaJibio ¥ 6e3ponoTHOCTEI0? OcTaHeTcs U
Mopuc TeM He3HaKOMIIEM, KOTOPOIO OHa TOJIBKO YTO B HEM
paccMoTpena? DTo MPOM30LLIO0 B MTHOBEHHUE OKa, KaK Oya-
TO HOBBI MopHC IIOAMEHII TOTO MpeXHEero, KOTOPOro oHa
TaK Job6uwia. C BUAY OH OCTaBaJiCid TeM Xe CaMbIM MYK4YH-
HOH, HO Temepb OHA MCIIBITHIBAJIAa CTHIA, YTO KOraa-iubo
npuHamiexana eMy. Ilpexnae Bcero, OH oKa3ajcs rps3HyIei.
M ero maHepa 3axumaTbh 3y0aMHU KHCTb, KOTJa OH IHcCal
KaptuHy! Y HameBaTh MAMOTCKME MOTUBYHKHU. W oTH puCYH-
ku! YenoBeUKH, KOTOPHIX peOITUIIKHA M300paxaloT Ha CTe-
HaX: BMECTO TOJIOBBI — OBaJI, BMECTO BOJIOC — YETHIpe WIHU
MSTh BEPTHKAJIBHBIX YepPTOUEK, HUTeBUAHOE Tesno. OH Ha3kI-
BaJI 5TH DJIYIIOCTU UIEeOrpaMMaMH M TOBOPHJI, YTO XOpOIlas
pekyiaMa, 4ToOBl 3aIIOMHMTLCS, JHOJKHA IIOKHUpPOBaTh. Tak
Kak OH BCerma HaxoouJl OO0BSICHEHHUS, BCErAa OKa3hIBaJICH
IpaB, €ro MacTePCKYIO 3alOJHSIM yXacHble paboTHI, KOTO-
phle pacxXBaJUBaJM KakKoe-HUOYIb MBLIO, KapaHJalluy WA
anepuTuB. Ero mociaeaHss Haxogka: HEYTO BpoAe OEH30KO-
JIOHKH, HallOJITHEHHOM KpacHOM XuaKocteio. IIlianr taner-
cd IO BHITAIHYTOH pyKe KakKoro-to Kapiuka. Bosie Hacoca
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Byano-Hapccxak
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