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My pEAR FATHER,

1 know of nobody who likes a detective story
more than you do, with the possible exception of
myself. So if I write one and you read it, we
ought to be able to amuse ourselves at any rate.

I hope you will notice that I have tried to make
the gentleman who eventually solves the mystery
behave as nearly as possible as he might be ex-
pected to do in real life. That is to say, he is very
far removed from a sphinx and he does make a
mistake or two occasionally. I have never believed
very much in those hawk-eyed, tight-lipped gentry,
who pursue their silent and inexorable way straight

S mgmnt {’olr‘he‘ heart of things without ever once over-
rams pEE i pukss alancing or turning aside after false goals; and I
T coumn s cannot see why even a detective story should not
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